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States

Nightclub fire: A California judge
has dismissed a $10 million slander
lawsuit filed against a former publicist
for the rock band Great White, whose

pyrotechnics caused The Station night-
club fire in Rhode Island.

Great White’s lead singer, Jack Russell,
had sued the publicist, Charrie Foglio, for
saying he and the band’s manager embez-
zled money raised during a benefit concert
tour for those affected by the deadly blaze.
Russell alleged Foglio made the statements
after she was fired as the band’s publicist
and was refused a severance payment.

Truck bodies case: The driver of a trac-
tor-trailer in the nation’s deadliest smug-
gling attempt was an inexperienced pawn of
a smuggling ring who didn’t know 17 immi-
grants were dying in the airless truck, the
defense said in closing arguments.

ne Williams’ lawyer said Friday that
his client didn’t speak Spanish and couldn’t
hear the immigrants banging on the walls to
get out.

The immigrants died after succumbing to
the heat in the sweltering trailer, which was
packed with more than 70 people. Two oth-
ers died later.

Michael Jackson trial: Michael Jackson’s
lawyers will be allowed to question witness-
es about allegations
that the boy accusing
the singer of molesta-
tion once claimed come-
dian George Lopez
stole $300 from his wal-
let.

Defense  attorneys
have tried to raise the
matter during Jack-
som’s trial, but have
been blocked by objec-
tions that Superior
Court Judge Rodney
Melville has upheld.
After reviewing reports about the incident,
Melville said Friday he would allow ques-
tions about it.

Lopez was one of several comedians who
tried to help the boy’s family as the boy bat-
tled cancer.

Jackson

Stepfather rape: An Ohio woman whose

her with a syrmge was awarded more than
$4 3 million in damages Friday.

A Summit County, Ohio, jury ruled that
John Goff, 43, is liable for more than $3.3
million in compensatory damages and
$750,000 in punitive damages. Goff is serv-
ing a 20-year prison sentence after being
convicted in 2002 of rape, sexual battery
and child endangerment.

The jury also ordered Akron (Ohio) City
Hospital to pay $224,000 in damages to
Shenna Grimm, 22, of Kent.

Grimm “was very happy” with the deci-
sion, said her attorney, Bill Whitaker. “She
felt it was a vindication of what she’s been
through.”

Nuclear lab management: Members of
Congress on Friday again criticized the Uni-
versity of California for its management of
Los Alamos National Laboratory, saying the
university should bear at least some of the fi-
nancial burden of a recent lengthy shut-
down at the UC-run nuclear weapons facili-

TLos Alamos was the main focus of a hear-
ing on security at the nation’s nuclear sites,
held Friday by the investigations panel of
the House Energy and Commerce Commit-
tee. UC has managed the New Mexico lab
for the Energy Department for more than
six decades.

Farmers’ market crash: A judge Friday
refused to dismiss charges
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West Bank settlements: An injured Palestinian is carried after he was shot with a rubber
bullet by Israeli border police. The incident happened when clashes erupted during a protest
against the construction of a section of Israel’s separation barrier in the ourskirts of the

West Bank village of Bil'in on Friday. The army is barring Israeli
West Bank settlements slated for evacuation later this year, military officials said Saturday,
following a similar ban on relocating to the Gaza Strip. The plan, scheduled to begin in late
July, would uproot roughly 9,000 Jewish settlers from their homes.

Monica, Calif., killing 10 people and injur-
ing 63.
Lawyers for George Russell Weller had
argued that he was not grossly negligent,
but simply panicked when he stepped on
the gas instead of the brake, traveling near-
Iy 1,000 feet through the pedestrian market
at up to 60 mph.

He “could do nothing to stop that car,” at-
torney Jim Bianco argued.

Bush book lawsuit: A freelance writer
has asked a court to dismiss his $5 million
lawsuit accusing author Kitty Kelley of pla-
giarism in her best-selling book about Presi-
dent Bush and his family.

Glynn Wilson said Friday that he decided
to drop the suit, filed in November, because
he feared that District Judge
Clemon was about to rule that copyright law
didn’t cover his story on the Internet about
Bush’s days in Alabama when he was in the
National Guard in the early 1970s.

Such a ruling by Clemon would erode the
legal protections that cover Web-based writ-
ers, Wilson said.

Mad cow research: The government will
spend an additional $2 million on research
into mad cow disease, the Agriculture De-
partment said Friday.

The money will pay for collaboration with
laboratories in Great Britain, Italy and

Funds will also go toward a facility being
built in Ames, Iowa, for long-term study
spanning at least the next decade.

The funding comes on top of the $4.7 mil-
lion the Agriculture Department will spend
this year to research the disease. President
Bush has proposed increasing funding to
$12 million in 2006.

Clinton’s pardons: The Bush administra-
tion blacked out almost all the information
in hundreds of documents before releasing
them to a conservative organization looki
into President Clinton’s controversial par-
dons four years ago on his last day in office.

The only items not deleted from the mate-
rial are the names of the person who wrote
the document and the person it was sent to.

The government accountability group Ju-
dicial Watch said Friday that it received the
Justice Department documents following a
court battle that featured a Republican ad-

against an 88-year-old man whose car bar-
reled through a farmers’ market in Santa

fighting to keep secret docu-
ments generated by its Democratic prede-
cessor.

itizens from moving to four

Business

WorldCom scandal: Eleven former board
members of WorldCom Inc. have agreed to
pay $20.25 million of their own money to set-
tle a lawsuit by former investors in the com-
pany, New York State Comptroller Alan
Hevesi said Fric

The deal follows afederal judge’s prelimi-
nary approval of another plan under which
JPMorgan Chase & Co. will pay $2 billion to
settle a class-action lawsuit brought by
former WorldCom investors.

The settlement with the 11 board mem-
bers, which a judge must still approve at a
hearing expected next week, represents
more than the members were pald during
their tenures, Hevesi’s office said in a state-
ment.

World

Recovering pope: Pope John Paul II's
doctors are optimistic about his health, an
Italian cardinal who is a top Vatican official
was quoted as saying
Saturday.

“The Holy Father is
hanging in there hang-
ing in there,” Cardinal
Giovanni_ Battista Re
told journalists on the
sidelines of a ceremony
at a Catholic universi-
ty, the Italian news
agency ANSA reported
from the southern Ital-
ian city of Campobas-

S0. Pope John Paul Il
“The doctors above

all are optimistic and this is a beautiful

thing, a good sign,” Re was quoted as say-

ing.

China mine deaths: A gas explosion in a
coal mine in northern China killed 17 min-
ers on Saturday and left 52 trapped, the gov-
ernment said.

The blast occurred shortly after noon in
the Xishui Colliery in Shuozhou, a city in
Shanxi province, a major coal-mining re-
gion, the official Xinhua News Agency said.

The blast caused a wall in a neighboring
mine to collapse, burying 21 miners, Xinhua
said, citing local safety officials.

It didn’t say how many of the dead were
in each of the two mines.

Stories and photo from wire services
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Iraqi policeman killed,

BY EDWARD HARRIS
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Attackers gunned down a
police officer Saturday in Kirkuk, then
bombed a funeral procession carrying his
corpse, killing three other policemen and
wounding two, officials said.

The attackers sprayed automatic-weap-
ons fire from a vehicle, killing the police-
man as he made his way to the station
house early Saturday, police Capt. Ahmed
Shinrani said. Hours later, a roadside
bomb hit mourners and security forces
transporting the corpse for burial.

“This is a criminal act. The mourners
were doing a religious duty. I don’t under-
stand how someone could blast a funeral,”
wailed Allaa Talaban, sister of one of the of-
ficers killed in the blast in Kirkuk, an
oil-rich city 180 miles north of Baghdad.

Assailants in Baghdad also killed police
Commissioner Ahmed Ali Kadim as he
traveled to his office in the Doura neighbor-
hood of the capital, said Falah Al-Moham-
madawi, an investigator in the precinct.

Elsewhere in Baghdad, a series of blasts
sent smoke up from the banks of the Tigris
River, a few yards outside the heavily forti-
fied Green Zone. Cobra attack helicopters
flashed overhead.

A suicide attacker detonated a car bomb,
targeting a U.S. military patrol on a high-
‘way northwest of Ramadi, 70 miles west of
Baghdad in the restive region known as the
Sunni Triangle, Iraqi police Sgt. Laith Is-
mael said.

The car bomb “detonated prematurely,
before it could reach the patrol,” the U.S.
military said in a statement. No casualties
were reported.

Traqis kept up protests Saturday against
a Jordanian man they believe carried out a
suicide bombing that killed 125 people in
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Relatives mourn over the casket of Iragi police officer Dashti Talabani on Saturday in
Kirkuk, Iraq. Talabani was among three police officers killed when a roadside bomb hit
mourners and security forces during the funeral procession for yet another policeman.

Hillah on Feb. 28. “No, no to terrorism,”
chanted about 200 people in Bagouba, 35
miles northeast of Baghdad.

The Jordanian daily Al-Ghad had report-
ed that the man, Raed Mansour al-Banna,
carried out the attack, the single deadliest
of the Iraqi insurgency. The paper later is-
sued a correction, however, saying it was
not known where in Iraq al-Banna carried
out an assault.

Al-Banna’s family has denied his involve-
ment in the Hillah attack, saying he was
killed while carrying out a suicide bomb-
ing in Mosul.

More than 2,000 Shiite demonstrators
marched through Baghdad on Friday, rais-
ing the Iraqi flag over Jordan’s Embassy
and demanding an apology from the Jorda-
nian government.

On Wednesday, the leader of the cler-

gy-backed United Iragi Alliance claimed
during Iraq’s first National Assembly meet-
ing that neighboring Jordan wasn’t doing
enough to prevent terrorists from slipping
into Iraq.

A number of Iragi politicians, including
interim Prime Minister Ayad Allawi, have
demanded explanations from the Jordani-
an government.

Jordanian government spokeswoman
Asma Khader condemned terrorism and
stressed her country’s solidarity with the
Traqi people.

“The government condemns. strongly
any attack against the Iraqi people, in par-
ticular the hideous massacre of Hillah
which killed scores of innocent people,”
Khader said. “We have put intensive mea-
sures to track those terrorists and there is
security coordination with Iraq to protect

the borders of both countries.”

his funeral hombed

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Friday, at least 1,519 members
of the U.S. military have died since the
beginning of the Iraq war in March
2003, according to an Associated Press
count. At least 1,155 died as a result of
hostile action, according to the Defense
Department.

The figures include four military civil
ians.

The AP count is six higher than the
Defense Department’s tally, last updat-
ed at 10 am. EST Friday.

The British military has reported 86
deaths; Italy, 21; Ukraine, 18; Poland,
17; Spain, 11; Bulgaria, eight; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and the Nether-
lands, two each; and Denmark, El Salva-
dor, Hungary, Kazakhstan and Latvia
one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President
Bush declared that major combat opera-
tions in Iraq had ended, 1,381 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at least 1,049
deaths resulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by the mili-
e

ry:

M A soldier was killed Friday in small
arms fire while on patrol in northeast
Baghdad.

The latest identifications reported by
the military:

B No identifications reported.

Memorial for Gl

A memorial service was
held Saturday for an Ameri-
can soldier killed by a land
mine Wednesday in western
Afghanistan.

Staff Sgt. Shane Koele of
Hartley, Towa, was assigned
to the 212th Military Police
Company out of Kitzingen,
Germany.

Four other soldiers were
injured when the armored
Humvee they were riding in
struck an anti-tank mine.

Two were treated and re-
turned to duty and two oth-
ers were taken to the mili-
tary hospital at Bagram Air

Protests mark
anniversary of
Iraq invasion

BY JANELLE STECKLEIN

LONDON — Tens of thousands of anti-war
protesters marked the second anniversary of
the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq with demonstra-
tions across Europe on Saturday.

In Britain, police said about 45,000 demon-
strators participated in a march from Lon-
don’s Hyde Park past the American Embassy

The Associated Press

Base, treated and released.

According to a news re-
lease issued by the Coalition
Press Information Center in
Kabul, the military police
unit had only recently ar-
rived in Afghanistan.

On Tuesday night, two ve-
hicles were out conducting a
patrol about 12 miles south
of the town of Shindand
when one of military police
vehicles became stuck in the
mud.

During recovery attempts
Wednesday, the Humvee
that Koele was riding in
struck a mine.

Koele, 25, is survived by a
wife and infant daughter.

and on to Trafalgar Square.

“We got the Iraqis into this mess, we need to
help them out of it,” said protester Kit Ma-
cLean, 29.

In the southern Turk-
ish city of Adana,
home to a Turkish mili-
tary base used by
American forces, pro-
testers laid a black
wreath in front of the U.S. Consulate to protest
the war, the Anatolia news agency reported.

In Athens, Greece, about 3,000 protesters
brought the city center to a standstill for three
hours and painted outlines of bodies outside
the U.S. Embassy.

The protests were nowhere near as big as
those in February 2003, just before the war,
when millions marched in cities around the
world to urge U.S. President George W. Bush
and his allies not to attack Iraq.

With international forces still facing a vio-

See related

story on
Page 6

From staff reports

lent in Iraq, were divid-
ed about what to demand from leaders now.

A Greenpeace activist dressed like the angel of death carries a sickle going through a baby doll
during an anti-war protest Saturday in Istanbul, Turkey. Thousands of anti-war protesters
gathered around the world to mark the second anniversary of the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq.

While some wanted a full troop withdrawal,
others argued that that would leave Iraqis in a
worse position than before the invasion.

Security was heavy outside the U.S. Embas-
sy in London, where cement barricades and
metal fences blocked the building, as they
have since the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Two former British soldiers placed a card-
board coffin bearing the words “100,000 dead”
outside the embassy.

“George Bush, Uncle Sam, Iraq will be your
Vietnam,” marchers chanted.

In Istanbul, Turkey, an estimated 15,000 peo-
ple marched in the Kadikoy neighborhood to
protest the U.S. presence in Iraq.

“Murderer Bush, get out,” read one sign.

Two marchers dressed like U.S. soldiers pre-
tended to rough up another, who was dressed
as a detainee with a sack on his head, a mimed
criticism of prisoner abuse cases.

Demonstrations were also planned in nine
Spanish cities, including Madrid, Barcelona
and the Basque seaside resort of San Sebas-
tian.
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1 insurgents killed in retaliatory slayings

Deaths of al-Zarqawi terrorists said to be revenge for October murder of Iraqi commander

BY JOHN WARD ANDERSON
The Washington Post

BAGHDAD — When more than 80 bod-
ies, many of them slain Iraqgi police and sol-
dlers were found last week at four differ-
ent places in Irag, a fifth gruesome discov-
ery attracted little notice.

In the violent city of Ramadi, a center of
insurgent activity 60 miles west of Bagh-
dad, the bodies of seven men were found
neatly lined up in an unfinished house on
the western outskirts of town, according to
eyewitnesses. Each had been shot in the
head or torso. The bodies were secretly bur-
ied in a local cemetery, the witnesses said.

Witnesses said they never went to the
local police or foreign military forces to re-
port finding the bodies, fearing that they
would be accused of complicity in the slay-
ings or that the killers would return to pun-
ish them for

“I feared telling the Iraqi army because
they would detain me and accuse me of
being involved in the killings,” said Ali
Omar, 32, a motorcycle mechanic who dis-

covered the seven bodies on March 12. In-
stead, he went to Ramadi Hospital and told
adoctor about his discovery, but the doctor
refused to get involved. “He told me, ‘Why
bring problems on yourself? Leave them
until they find them,” ”
Omar said.

Witnesses also said
the event went unre-

Dulaimi clan in retaliation for the Oct. 2

killing of a clan leader — Lt. Col. Sulaiman

Dulaimi, the Iraqi National Guard

commander for Ramadi and Fallujah — by
al-Zarqawi’s group.

Dulaimi and three

bodyguards were trav-

&k [ feared telling the  eling through

Khaldiya, aabout six

ported because _the Iraqi army because  miles east of Ramadi.
dead men were foreign- When their vehicle
ers, and all were Sunni L€y WOULd ... ACCUSE  goyed onavigate a se-
Muslim members of ies of U.S.-placed

al-Qaida in Iraq, the
radical group headed
by Abu Musab al-Zar-
qawi that is at the fore-
front of the insurgen-
cy. Now that details of
the slayings have sur-
faced, al-Zarqawi is vowing revenge.

“My cousins are the ones who killed
them,” said Jabbar Khalaf Marawi, 42, a
former army officer and Communist Party
member in Ramadi. Marawi said the slay-
ings were carried out by members of his

me of being involved — 1
in the killings.yy

The mechanic who discovered

road blocks, it was sud-
denly surrounded by a
group of armed men,
according to witnesses
at the time. The body-
guards were shot and
killed on the spot, and
Dulaimi was abducted, they said. His body
was found two days later.

A statement by al-Zargawi’s group assert-
ed responsibility for the killing, accusing
Dulaimi of being an “agent ... who works
for the Americans.”

Ali Omar

the bodies

Five months later Omar, the motorcycle
mechanic, said he found the dead men in-
side a house. After being rebuffed at the
hospital, Omar said he went to the I
mosque, where the imam asked to be led to
the scene.

Upon arriving, “the preacher immediate-
ly said he knew the people. He said they
were from Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Syria
mujaheddin,” Omar sai

Omar Karim, 32, said he was at the Right
Mosque when the imam came in “and told
us there are some dead bodies belonging to
mujaheddin brothers who were killed by
agents of the occupiers, and we have to put
them in coffins and bury them.”

A notice from al-Zargawi’s group was
posted on the gate outside the mosque this
week announcing the deaths of the men
and vowing to behead their killers.

At the Dulaimi family compound this
week Sulaiman’s father, Hamad Dulaimi,
walched as a group of children played in
the y:

“These are the children of Sulmman,
who was Killed by those baslards he said.

aiman’s wife joined him: “Now we
can talk, because we got revenge.”

Attack gives medical
unit a baptism by fire

BY CHARLIE COON
Stars and Stripes

BAQOUBA, Iraq — At 10 am.
Wednesday, the newly arrived sol-
diers were scheduled to rehearse
a mass-casualty situation at their
medical facility. Practice makes
perfect, after all.

But about an hour before the re-
hearsal was to start, a car bomb
exploded near their front gate.
The rehearsal was called off, and
a real-life drama unfolded. The
soldiers worked through the con-
trolled chaos and learned some
lessons along the way.

“You never know when it's
going to happen or where,” said
Capt. Al Paul, commander of
“Charlle Med,” Company C,
203rd Forward Support Battal.ion,
which operates the Teal Medical
Facility at Forward Operating
Base Warhorse.

Four Iraqi army soldiers were
killed in the blast; three died in-
stantly and the fourth died on one
of the clinic’s operating tables.

Most of the S5 soldiers who
‘make up Charlie Med and an addi-
tional 36 who belong to attached,
related units arrived in Iraq in
January or February as part of
the 42nd Infantry Division’s task
Force Liberty, which now over-
sees operations in north-central
Traq.

Their baptism by fire began
soon after the 8:43 am. blast was
heard, and radio crackle began re-
porting casualties.

“It’s not a scheduled event,”
Paul said. “We had personnel all
over. They still have other duties.
Some have to pull [security]. We

d others who were teaching a
class.”

Within two hours, 17 Iragi
troops who were wounded were
stabilized. Some were evacuated
by helicopter to an Air Force The-
atre Hospital in nearby Balad.
Others were treated and returned
to duty.

“We did better than I thought

we were going to,” said 21-
year-old Spc. Penney Gainer of

Cary, IlL, one of the first to arrive
at Warhorse’s front gate, where
the victims were being brought.

“It was mine and a lot of peo-
ple’s first time we’d seen a mass-
casualty [event] like that,” she
said.

An hour after the clinic had
cleared, the soldiers of Charlie
Med reviewed what went right
and made suggestions on how to
improve. They graded their effort
a B-plus.

Among the adjustments they
said they would make before
“next time”:

W Post guards to restrict the
flow of people into and out of the
small clinic as the casualties were
being treated;

B Have rooms better marked
so stretcher-bearers would know
where to carry the wounded;

M Be better prepared to handle
additional casualties in case of
multiple attacks occurred in
rapid succession.

They also discussed ways per-
sonnel other than doctors and
medics — such as supply special-
ists and those who maintain the
medical equipment — could as-
sist in a more preplanned way.

Afterward, some of the soldiers
said that Wednesday’s real-life
emergency gave them experience
and taught lessons they could
have never learned in the rehears-
al that had been planned.

“When I see a patient on the
table and the wounds they have
and the blood on my gloves, it al-
ways gets me, even if they’re not
‘wearing the same uniform,” said
Spe. Linda Perez, 21, of Copperas
Cove, Texas.

“You can’t pracuce [like that]
on a fake patient.”

E-mail Charlie Coon at:
oonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil

PHOTOS BY CHARLIE COO!
Stars and Stripes

Above: Capt. Cheryle Hartley of
Nantui Glo, Pa., removes shrapnel
from the leg of an Iraqi soldier
Wednesday at Forward Operating
Base Warhorse in Baqouba, Iraq,
while other soldiers from
Company C, 203rd Forward
Support Battalion assist her.
Left: Soldiers from Company C,
203rd Forward Support Battalion,
treat casualties. A mass-casualty
rehearsal for recently arrived
soldiers was scheduled for
Wednesday morning, but it was
called off after real life took
precedence — a car bomb
exploding near the front gate
of Forward Operating Base
Warhorse. Four Iragi soldiers
were killed in the attack.
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‘Warthogs’ prove their mettle in Afghanistan

A-10s provide
ground troops
intimidating
sky support

BY KENT HARRIS
Stars and Stripes

BAGRAM AIR BASE, Afghani-
stan — When American soldiers
encounter the enemy in this coun-
try of seemingly endless moun-
tains and rocky valleys, they can
count on one thing their enemies
can’t: air power.

Much of that power is supplied
by a small group of pilots who fly
A-10 Thunderbolt IIs, somewhat
affectionately known as “War-
thogs.”

They admittedly are not as ele-
gant — or as fast — as their fight-
er counterparts, such as the F-15
or F-16. But the pilots taking the
planes up daily into the skies over
Afghanistan say they wouldn’t
want to be flying anything else.

“I think this aircraft is perfect
for what we're doing here right
now,” said Col. Warren Hender-
son, commander of the 23rd Fight-
er Group at Pope Air Force Base,
N.C., and 455th Expeditionary Op-
erations Group commander at
Bagram.

And just what is that?

“The basic thing we do here is
support the guys on the ground
with whatever they need,” said
Capt. Joe Scholtz, who had just fin-
ished a six-hour mission Satur-
day.

Sometimes, the mere presence
of an A-10 overhead can discour-
age attacks, the Air Force pilots
say.

Other times, soldiers on the
ground who have called in help
from the friends in the skies see
their opposition quit fighting and
take off.

“When [enemy forces] see the
A-10 overhead, they know it’ s
time to disengage and run away,”
Henderson said.

The planes are touted by some
for their ability to destroy enemy
tanks, but there are not a lot of ar-
mored vehicles for the A-10s to
fire on in Afghanistan.

Instead, with the help of a new
targeting system that allows pi-
lots to see better at night, the air-
craft are carrying out reconnais-
sance missions, as well as support-

mg convoys and visits by dignitar-
ies to special events.

And those reconnaissance mis-
sions don’t always involve poten-
tial enemies. On Friday night,
A-10s helped locate local resi-
dents threatened by floodwaters
in western Afghanistan. The pi-
lots then gave the coordinates to
Army helicopters that swooped in
and rescued hundreds of strand-
ed citizens.

Pilots like Scholtz, Capt. Ron Ol-
iver and Lt. Col. Tim Strasburger
are in the air about every other
day But their squadron of planes
is in the skies around the clock.

The planes that Scholtz and
Strasburger flew Saturday would
be ready for another mission in
about an hour, they said.

The planes don’t complain, Oliv-
er said.

“The more you fly them, the bet-
ter they fly,” he said.

The pilots say they could have a
busy spring, with anticoalition
forces expected to mount more at-
tacks on forces on the ground.

“P'd rather support a guy on the
ground than get an air-to-air kill
any day,” Strasburger said, ac-
knowledging a difference be-
tween A-10 pilots and some of
their fighter brethren.

“I guarantee you that at any
Army post you go to, the A-10

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

A-10 “Warthog” pilots and ground crews at Bagram Air Base prepare Saturday for another sortie over Afghanistan. The planes are in the sky
around the clock, supporting troops on the ground or carrying out reconnaissance missions.

Lt. Col. Tim Strasburger, an A-10 pilot with the 23rd Fighter Group
from Pope Air Force Base, N.C., flies his aircraft about every other day.
Behind him are A-10s with the famed “Flying Tigers” nose paintings.

guys drink for free.”

Of course, that doesn’t hold
true in Afghanistan, where U.S.
servicemembers are not permit-
ted to drink alcohol.

But there might be a few
rounds waiting in North Carolina

when the pilots return to Pope
and their Fort Bragg neighbors —
in this case, members of the 1st
Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division
— end their yearlong tour in Af-
ghanistan.

E-mail Kent Harris at:
tri d.mil

Flying high since
World War 1T

BAGRAM AIR BASE, Af-
ghanistan — The Flying Tigers
achieved fame by helping the
Chinese take on the Japanese
in World War

riginally an all-volunteer
force, the group of pilots kept a
supply route open from Burma
to China starting in the 1930s.

Seven decades later, the
23rd Fighter Group flies daily
near China, supporting ground
troops in Afghanistan.

According to Col. Warren
Henderson, the group com-
‘mander, one of the planes’ ties
to the past are the shark teeth
they sport — a rare ornament
for ﬁghter aircraft in the Air
Force.

But it is not the only one.
“Basically, the Flying Tigers
have been involved in every
conflict we've had since World
War IL” he said.

About a squadron’s worth of
A-10s — between 12 and 18
planes — are rving  a
four-month stint in Afghani-
stan. They’ll be followed by
the other half of the group for
the following four months.

— Kent Harris

Free ride for U.S. at Kuwaiti gas pumps to end

The Associated Press

KUWAIT CITY — The days when a U.S.
Army truck could fill up for free at a gas
station in this oil-rich state are coming to
an end. Kuwait's energy minister said
Thursday that U.S. troops are going to
have to start paying for fuel.

In a gift that must have saved the Penta-
gon a fortune, Kuwait has not charged the
U.S. military for fuel since the invasion of

Iraq in March 2003. Tens of thousands of
American Humvees, trucks and armored
vehicles have rolled through the country
and across the desert border into Iraq dur-
ing the past two years.

“But now after the Iraqi elections ... we
have to create a mechanism for payment,”
the energy minister, Sheik Ahmed Fahd Al
Ahmed Al Sabah, told reporters.

Kuwait and the United States have
agreed in principle on the matter, but the

prices and other aspects are still to be
worked out, he said.

The minister did not say when the new
system would start and he did not give
other details.

There was no reaction from the U.S. Em-
bassy on Thursday.

Kuwait has been a major ally of Washing-
ton since a U.S.-led coalition liberated it
from a seven-month Iragi occupation in
the 1991 Gulf War.

The country was the launch pad for the
war that toppled Iraqi dictator Saddam
Hussein in April 2003, and it is still a logis-
tics station for the U.S. troops serving
there.

Some 18,000 U.S. troops are stationed in
Kuwait, and thousands more are regularly
rotated in and out of Iraq.

Iraq’s 275-seat National Assembly,
‘which was elected Jan. 30, was sworn in on
Wednesday.
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After 2 years, where does Iraq stand?

Analysts: Troop withdraw depends
on establishing new government,
better economy and Iraqi security

BY RICHARD WHITTLE
The Dallas Morning News

WASHINGTON — A week
after U.S. troops invaded Irag, as
sand storms and attacks by fanati-
cal paramilitaries threatened sup-
ply lines and inflicted casualties,
the commander of the 101st Air-
borne Division betrayed misgiv-
ings.

“Tell me how this ends,” Maj.
Gen. David Petraeus challenged
a Washington Post reporter em-
bedded with his unit.

Two years after the conflict
began on March 19, 2003, no one
yet knows the answer.

More than 1,500 U.S. service
members have died and more
than 11,500 have been wounded
since the war began.

Nearly 150,000 U.S. troops are
still in the country.

“This is probably a decade-long
process,” judged Sen. Jack Reed,
D-R.IL, a member of the Senate
Armed Services Committee and a
former Army Ranger.

The “natural lifespan” of most
insurgencies is roughly eight to
15 years, said Steven Metz, a
counterinsurgency expert at the
US. Army War College. But “I
would fully expect within two
years for the U.S. [troops] to be al-
most exclusively in an advisory
role,” he said.

President Bush and other key
officials avoid such forecasts.

“Our troops will come home
when Iraq is capable of defending
herself,” the president told a
news conference Wednesday.

If opinions vary on when the
troops might be withdrawn, most
analysts agree that the answer de-
pends on how long it takes to do
three things:

W Establish a new government.

M Resuscitate the economy.

W Train sufficient Iraqgi securi-
ty forces to replace U.S. troops.

Here's a look at where things
stand on the war’s second anniver-
sary:

A new government

“We're making progress in
helping Iraq develop a democra-
cy,” Bush said in January. Four
days later, millions of Iraqis
braved insurgent threats and
went to the polls to elect a nation-
al assembly. Joyously, defiantly,
many waved ink-stained fingers
in the air to show that they'd
voted.

A poll conducted between Feb.
7 and March S, found that 61.5
percent of 2,200 Iraqis surveyed
in 15 of the country’s 18 provinc-
es felt their country was “headed
in the right direction,” reports the
International Republican Insti-
tute(www.iri.org/03-15-05-IraqP
oll.asp).

Bush and others have been cele-
brating the Iraqis’ enthusiasm for
democracy ever since the elec-
tion. But much remains to be

done to reach the goal of a firmly
rooted democratic government.
The 275-member Transitional
National Assembly convened for
the first time in Baghdad on
Wednesday. In coming weeks it is
to elect a speaker, a prime minis-
ter and a three-member presiden-
cy council. By Aug. 15, it is to
write a constitution, then submit

innocent civilians from legitimate
combatants, and the dead
are often buried quickly
without proper accounting
by iti ome

it to a popular by Oc-
tober.

Reviving the economy

Iraq’s economy — distorted by
30 years of dictatorship, three
wars and 10 years of U.N. econom-
ic sanctions — remains devastat-
ed and little progress has been
made in rebuilding it.

Congress voted $18.4 billion for
reconstruction in  November
2003, but 16 months later, less
than $4 billion has been spent.

“The insurgency makes it very
difficult to accomplish much,”
noted James Placke, a Mideast ex-
pert with Cambridge Energy Re-
search Associates.

U.S. and Iraqi authorities had
hoped the country’s electric grid
would be producing 6,000 mega-
watts daily by last July 1. So far in
March, the level was 3,608 mega-
watts.

U.S. reconstruction officials
said at the Pentagon recently that
while they have begun hundreds
of new projects since the Jan. 30
elections, much of the money has
gone for security — fences,
guards, armored cars and the
like.

Meanwhile, inflation is raging
at 31 percent and unemployment
is somewhere between 28 and 40
percent, according to the nonpar-
tisan Brookings Institution.

Building security forces

Anthony Cordesman of the Cen-
ter for Strategic and International
Studies said in testimony to a
House subcommittee last week
that the job of establishing new se-
curity forces got off to a slow start
because of the “failure” of U.S. of-
ficials to anticipate the insurgen-

cy.

And in a February report on
Iraq’s security forces, Cordes-
man wrote that they had been
hampered by low morale, infiltra-
tion and intimidation by insur-
gents, cowardice and inexperi-
enced leadership.

But he added that much
progress has been made since
last summer, when the task of
training and equipping most of
Traq’s forces was assigned to now
Lt. Gen. Petracus, who won his
third star after spending a year in
Iraq leading the 101st Airborne.

“It is far too soon to claim suc-
cess, or any kind of tipping point
in the development of Iraqi forc-
es,” Cordesman said, but Iraqi of-
ficers and officials think their
forces “should be able to secure
much of the country by 2006.”

Y
estimates may also include
insurgents and coalition-
trained Iraqi forces.

Confirmed fatalities
as of March 15
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Winners and losers of the war

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The score-
card of winners and losers in the
Traq war is long — and far from
certain.

The final tally may not be clear
for years, as democracy takes pre-
carious hold and an insurgency
shows little sign of disappearing.
The legacy of a president, though
re-elected, still hangs on what
Iraq looks like in a few decades.

For now at least, the winner’s
circle includes defense contrac-
tors and Iraq’s ballot boxes, which
were used in free elections for the
first time in a half-century.

On the other side, the deposed
and captured Saddam Hussein
awais trial, while a far worse fate
has befallen many others: More
than 1,500 U.S. troops and untold
thousands of Iraqis are dead.

Winner: Bush, re-elected de-
spite rising troop deaths, a mount-
ing insurgency and no evidence
of weapons of mass destruction.

Loser: Sen. John Kerry, the
Democratic candi-

Carrie Osgood + AP

Loser: Iraqgi oil fields, the
financier for re-

date whose stance(s) on Iraq led
Republicans to brand him a
flip-flopper.

Winner: Kurds and Shiites, two
ethnic groups long oppressed
under Saddam, will hold the
strings in the new Iragi govern-
ment.

Loser: Sunni Arabs, the minori-
ty that was dominant under Sadd-
am, will struggle to have a politi-
cal voice in the new Iraq.

‘Winner: The ballot box, visited
by millions in January to mark
the country’s first independent
elections since opposition won
seats in 1954.

Loser: Threats of election day
violence, which failed to deter
those millions from casting votes.

Winner: Defense and civilian
contractors, who have signed
deals worth hundreds of billions to
outfit U.S. troops and help rebuild
Iraq. Halliburton alone has been
awarded billions in contracts.

construction. Oil profits have not
materialized as the fields were
found in total disrepair and terror-
ist sabotage has stymied restart-
ing them.

Winner: Iragi media, once an
organ of Saddam’s Baath party. A
plethora of freewheeling newspa-
pers, radio and television stations
emerged in his absence.

Loser: U.S. media, for failing to
fully investigate Bush administra-
tion claims about Iraqi WMD.

Winner: “Shock and awe,” the
quick and intense bombing of Iraqi
cities that sowed confusion among
Iraq's leadership and allowed U.S.
troops to quickly advance.

Loser:  “Mission ~ Accom-
plished,” Bush’s banner back-
drop when he announced the end
of major combat operations in
May 2003. All but 138 U.S. troop
deaths have come after his air-
craft carrier declaration.
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DOD unveils sex assault reporting policy

BY LISA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — The De-
fense Department announced a
new sexual assault reporting poli-
cy on Friday that allows victims
to notify authorities of the attack
and receive medical treatment
without automatically triggering
an official military i

BY DANIEL DE VISE
The Washington Post
WASHINGTON — One female student in seven
attending the nation’s military academies last
spring said she had been sexually assaulted since

The DOD's current policy,
which requires an official mili-
tary investigation to begin as soon
as a sexual assault is reported by
a servicemember, discourages
many victims from coming for-
ward, according to David Chu, un-
dersecretary of defense for per-
sonnel and readiness.

Many experts believe sexual as-
sault to be “the most under-report-
ed violent crime in the nation and
in the military,” Chu told Penta-
gon reporters.

The new policy “is a big
change,” Chu said, because vic-
tims will now have some time to
get medical treatment and to
learn about legal options before
an official investigation kicks off.

Victims will also have more con-
trol over the release of his or her
personal information, Chu said.

Under restricted reporting, vic-
tims will be allowed to discuss de-

a cadet or according to a
report on the first survey of sexual misconduct on
the three campuses released Friday by the De-
fense Department.

More than half the women studying at the Naval,
Air Force and Army academies reported experi-
encing some form of sexual harassment on cam-
pus, according to survey responses. But few of
those incidents, and only a third of the assaults,
were reported to authorities.

The survey, conducted largely in response to al-
legations of widespread sexual harassment and as-
sault at the Air Force Academy in 2003, suggests a

Survey: Most academy assaults unreported

prevailing climate at the academies that worries
military leaders. Too many students condone
off-color jokes and unwanted sexual advances. Too
few dare to confront classmates with their trans-
gressions or to report them to anyone else, the sur-
vey shows.

In March and April 2004, the Defense Depart-
ment surveyed 1,906 women, or nearly all of the
1,971 who attend the three academies, along with a
representative sample of 3,107 men.

Among the women surveyed last spring across
the three academies, 262 students reported 302 in-
cidents of sexual assault including 94 instances of
alleged rape. About 176 cases involved inappropri-
ate touching and fondling. Men reported 55 sexual
assaults. The incidents occurred from 1999 to
2004, mostly in dormitory rooms, and the offend-
ers were primarily upperclassmen, according to
the report.

tails of their attack in confidence
with a designated “sexual assault
response coordinator,” or SARC,
or with a health-care provider,
who will then notify the base’s
SARC instead of law enforcement
or the base commander.

Victims already have the right
to discuss sexual assaults as “priv-
ileged communications” with mili-
tary chaplains, and the policy
does not change that protection.

The SARC then will assign a vic-
tim advocate, whose job is to accu-
rately describe all of the victim’s
rights and options, including a
criminal investigation.

The advocate will give victims
the sense that “Now I have some-
body with me; I'm not in this by
myself,” Brig. Gen. K.C. McClain,
commander of the Joint Task
Force Sexual Assault Prevention
and Response, said during Fri-
day’s press conference.

Unless the victim gives permis-
sion for unrestricted reporting of
his or her case, the SARC, medi-
cal provider and victim advocate
will be forbidden from discussing
any oral, written or electronic
communications with that person
with command authorities or mili-
tary or civilian law enforcement
officials.

The SARC is obligated to report
the general outlines of the case to

command authorities within 24
hours of the incident, as long as
the report omits any information
that “could reasonably lead to per-
sonal identification,” according to
the memorandum.

That requirement will ensure
that commanders have “a
more realistic assessment of
what’s  actually happening in
their jurisdictions,” because they
will receive information on
events that were previously going
unreported, Chu said.

Undersecretary of Defense
Paul Wolfowitz signed the memo-
randum that created the changes
March 16.

But the policy does not become
effective for another 90 days, to
give time to train all DOD person-
nel in the new policy, as well as
training for commanders, health
personnel and other key partici-
pants in sexual assault response,
Chu said.

“It’s going to take quite some
time to do this,” Chu said.

The new policy complies with a
requirement in the 2004 defense
budget authorization that con-
tained a clause requiring the Pen-
tagon address the confidential re-
porting of sexual assault.

E-mail Lisa Burgess at:
burgessi@stripes.osd.mil

PREGNANT2

Worldwide, we've helped hundreds
of military and civilian

birthparents & families with
ADOPTION.
We listen and help. ..
NO OBLIGATION
1-800-943-0400
1-717-737-3960

mail@adoptionservices.org
www.adoptionservices.org

weww.widewpe.com

21st TSC

BY STEVE MRAZ
Stars and Stripes

When their boots hit combat
soil, they’ll find themselves in an
ancient, war-damaged nation in
places such as Bagram, Kanda-
har and Kabul.

And they won’t be returning for

AIRTERMINAL OPERATIONS, PASSENGER AND
FREIGHT PERSONNEL, AND MHE (60K) MECHANICS FOR KUWAIT

Please e-mail

Presently seeking Air Transport Specialists for Kuwait City. Must be
knowledgeable in either ATOC functions (GATES), passenger service,
or air freight operations. Must meet USAF standards in planning,
scheduling, processing and loading cargo. 2T2 qualifications a plus.
Positions require detail-oriented individuals with good verbal comm.
skills. We also need (MHE) 60k mechanics. U.S.Passport required.

E.O.E./M/F/V/H

orfax to (719) 593-8518.

troops deploy to Afghanistan

ayeal

Roughly 170 soldiers under the
umbrella of the 21st Theater Sup-
port Command loaded onto a com-
mercial jet at Ramstein Air Base,
Germany, on Saturday afternoon
and departed for a yearlong Af-
ghanistan deployment.

Their mission: To provide logis-
tical support and force protection
for all U.S.-friendly forces in Af-
ghanistan.

Soldiers heading out Saturday
represented the 330th Rear Oper-
ations Center and the 29th Sup-
port Group Headquarters and
Headquarters Company. Those el-
ements are part of the 21st TSC,
which by July will have deployed
about 1,100 troops to Afghanistan
for its joint logistics command
mission.

‘While waiting to depart Satur-
day, several troops said they were
excited and ready to go. Troops
used the long wait to catnap, fid-
dle with their iPods and get in a
few games on a Sony PlayStation.

Also with the group Saturday
were 54 soldiers with the 208th Fi-
nance Battalion under the com-
mand of Lt. Col. Kathryn Hall.
The unit “brings the cash to the
” to pay soldiers and

contractors, Hall said.

“[The the 208th soldiers] have
certainly earned their place on
this team,” she said.

All the troops will fly to Kyr-
gyzstan and from there will de-
part to several locations in Af-
ghanistan.

Staff Sgt. Renee Walker of the
29th Support Group HHC is keep-
ing an open mind about her year-
long deployment, but is reassured
by the ability of her troops in vehi-
cle mai

PHOTOS BY STEVE MRAZ/Stars and Stripes

Above: Soldiers with the 21st Theater Support Command load onto a
commercial airliner Saturday at Ramstein Air Base, Germany, to depart
for a yearlong Afghanistan deployment. Below: Staff Sgt. Christopher
Valdez joins about 170 21st TSC soldiers leaving Saturday.

“It’s almost like I'm with family
and soldiers at the same time,”
she said. “I know their capabili-
ties, and they know my capabili-

After looking into the eyes of
his soldiers, Col. Walter J. Saw-
yer, commander of the 29th Sup-
port Group, knew his troops were
ready for their Afghanistan de-
ployment.

“What they are getting ready to
do is not only important to the guy
or gal next to them but to the en-
tire mission,” he said.

E-mail Steve Mraz at:
mrazs@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Good deed is a ‘different kind of hangover’

Writer sells diamond from $9,800 martini, donates proceeds to the Walter Reed Society

Hoy Wong, a bartender at the Algonquin Hotel for 26 years, served
John Ridley his costly martini but nearly threw out the diamond in the
drink when clearing the bar.

BY LEO SHANE III
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — John Ridley
doesn’t see anything wrong with
paying $9,800 for a martini he
didn’t particularly like.

“You hear about it, and it’s so in-
sane that you have to try it,” he
said. “Some people jump out of a
plane for an adventure; I bought
an expensive drink.”

But his real explanation is that
sometimes writers do _crazy
things for a good story. Ridley,
who penned the big screen hits

“Three Kings” and “U-Turn,”
chronicled his humorous
$490-per-sip experience for Na-
tional Public Radio last month.

It’s the ice, not the drink, that’s
expensive. At the Algonqum
Hotel in New York, each of the
special-ordered martinis contains
a several-carat diamond sub-
merged in the vodka, and re-
quires the drinker to meet with a
jeweler a day in advance to dis-
cuss the cut and clarity of the
stone.

So far, only two of the Algon-
quin’s  diamond-laden  drinks
have been ordered. The first, pur-
chased in December, was used by
aNew York man to propose to his
girlfriend (He spent $13,000; she
said yes).

Ridley’s high-society stunt had
a different but still noble cause.
He sold his 15-carat diamond
and donated the proceeds to the
Walter Reed Society, which as-
sists relatives of troops under
care at the Army hospital, to
bring awareness to the charity.

“When it comes to war, most
people get in their heads one of
two outcomes: Either the troops
will come back to their loved
ones, or they’ll be killed,” he said.

“But it gets out of people’s
minds the number of people in-
jured. No matter how you feel
‘about the war, you have to think
of these soldiers.”

The NPR commentary, Ridley
said, offered a way to get that mes-
sage to millions of listeners.

PPHOTOS BY JEFFREY KATZ/NPR

A close-up view of the 1.5-carat diamond that came with John Ridley’s

$9,800 mart

And it only cost him the price
of a small car.

“T didn’t tell my wife about it
ahead of time,” he said, laughing.
“I thought once it was all done
and they ran the piece, I could ex-
plain it to her.”

Ridley said she has been very
understanding, but has been call-
ing him an
idiot.

His drink
order was a
vesper marti-

e

drink of
choice  for
James Bond
in Ian Flem-
ing’s spy nov-
els, before
- Sean  Con-
i ery re-
Ridley placed the
gin and Lillet with vermouth for
his onscreen, unstirred cocktail.

That literary angle, the debo-
nair Bond image and the mystery
of a cocktail less-ordered seemed
perfect for the adventure Ridley
was seeking.

Instead, it was stronger than he
expected — good, but not what he
would have preferred.

And the drink was plunked
down on the bar

ly, just like any other alcoholic of-
fering.

Worse still, the diamond was
nearly thrown out by an overanx-
jous waiter clearing the bar.

That's not exactly the experi-
ence one would expect for a drink
with a $9,000-plus markup.

“You could tell the presenta-
tion was lacking,” he said. “And,
clearly, there’s nothing in it that
makes it taste better. But I did get
a nervous thrill as it came to me.
You keep thinking, ‘Is it worth
writing out this check for?’

“The next day, I kept asking
myself if that was the most insane
thing I've ever done. It’s a differ-
ent kind of hangover.”

Still, the donation justified the
experience in Ridley’s mind. He
sold the diamond for $7,000, got
another $1,000 from the hotel,
and earmarked the money for the
Operation Iragi Freedom Family
Support X

So in the end, his martini and
story ended up costing only
$1,800.

“People think I'm a goofball,
but it was a fun thing to do,” he
said. “I'll be out looking for the
next thing soon. But I have a feel-
ing for the rest of the year, it's
going to be on the cheap.”

E-mail Leo Shaneat:

Maximum age raised for Army reserves recruits

3-year ‘test’ program meant to make up for
difficulties in enticing new GI enlistments

BY JON R. ANDERSON
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — Battling recruiting
and retention shortfalls among its
part-time soldiers, the Army is launching a
new experimental policy approving the ac-
ceptance of not-so-young recruits into the
ranks of the Army National Guard and Re-
serve.

Dubbed a three-year “test,” the new poli-
cy will bump up the maximum age for new
enlistments from 34 years to 39 years, ac-

immediately and will run through Septem-
ber 30, 2008. Set by law, the maximum age
for active-duty recruits will remain at less
than 35 years old.

The move comes as reserve recruiters
are struggling to convince potential re-
cruits to join even as unit leaders are fail-
ingto ugh troops to stay in uni-

cording to an Army

The policy applies to both men and
women joining the military for the first
time. The older recruits will be eligible for
the same enlistment bonuses and other in-

form beyond initial contracts. Hundreds of
thousands of part-time citizen soldiers
have found themselves facing full-time
duty in the combat zones, mostly under

centives as younger
the announcement. Those with prior ser-
vice experience interested in reserves duty
remain under existing rules.

“The program will evaluate the feasibili-
ty of a permanent change to Army Reserve
Component enlistment policy,” reads the
announcement. The test program begins

two-year orders. Of the more
than 412,000 Guard and Reserve troops
who have been activated since Sept. 11,
2001, more than 63,000 have been mobi-
lized twice, according to Pentagon figures.

Nearly half of the forces now in the Mid-
dle East and Central Asia come from the re-
serve components, noted Charles S. Abell,

the Pentagon’s top personnel officer, in pre-
pared remarks delivered before lawmak-
ers March 16.

With that as backdrop, he wrote, “This
will be a very challenging year for recruit-
ing for the reserve components particular-
ly in the Army National Guard and Re-
serve,” which have born the vast majority
of combat deployments among reserve
forces. Both the Army Guard and Reserve,
he wrote “are at high risk of falling short of
their recruiting objectives.”

To help stem the tide, the Army National
Guard is increasing its recruiting force by
more than 25 percent, adding 1,400 new re-
cruiters. Meanwhile, the Army Reserve is
nearly doubling its recruiting ranks with
734 new recruiters.

The Army’s new policy should help their
efforts.

“Raising the maximum age for non-prior
service enlistment expands the recruiting
pool, provides motivated individuals an op-
portunity to serve, and_strengthens the
readiness of Reserve units,” according to
the Army statement announcing the new
policy.

All applicants must meet the same eligi-
bility standards, to include passing the
same physical standards and medical ex-
amination.

“Experience has shown that older re-
cruits who can meet the physical demands
of military service generally make excel-
lent Soldiers based on their maturity, moti-
vation, loyalty, and patriotism,” reads the
announcement.

1t's too early to say how much the new
policy will help recruiters, but officials are
hopeful.

“The impact of the measure on meeting
enlistment goals has not been forecast, but
itis expected to contribute to the Army’s ef-
forts to recruit top-quality individuals,” ac-
cording to the
E-mail Jon R. Anderson at:
jon.anderson@stripes.osd.mil
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IN THE STATES

Doctors remove Schiavo’s feeding tube

Mother asks
Bush to ‘save
my little girl’

BY MITCH STACY
The Associated Press

‘The mother of Terri Schiavo ap-
pealed Saturday to politicians to
take action requiring reconnec-
tion of the feeding tube that was
removed from the severely
brain-damaged woman on court
order.

“Please, please, please, save my
little girl,” Mary Schindler said
outside the hospice where her
daughter lives.

Schindler called upon Presi-
dent Bush, Florida Gov. Jeb Bush,
members of Congress and state
lawmakers to do whatever they
could to prevent Schiavo from
dying. Republican leaders on Cap-
itol Hill, who failed Friday in a bid
to use congressional subpoena
powers to circumvent court or-
ders, said they would work
throughout the weekend to find a
way to do that.

Lying in her hospice bed with a
crowd of protesters gathering out-
side Friday, Terri Schiavo stopped

receiving nourishment through a
feeding tube that has kept her
alive for more than a decade.

Doctors removed the tube de-
spite an extraordinary,
last-minute push by Republicans
on Capitol Hill to use the subpoe-
na powers of Congress to keep the
brain-damaged woman alive.

Schiavo, 41, could linger one to
two weeks, provided no one inter-
cedes and gets the tube reinserted
— something that has happened
twice before.

But activists kept a vigil for
Schiavo, while congressional Re-
publicans and her parents’ law-

yers promised to go on fighting
for her life as she spent her first
full day Saturday without food
and water.

Three men, led by anti-govern-
ment activist James Gordon “Bo”
Gritz, were arrested on misde-
meanor trespassing charges after
trying to enter the hospice Satur-
day with bread and water to give
Schiavo. Although she cannot eat
or drink, supporters of keeping
her alive said the move had sym-
bolic value.

Schiavo’s husband said remov-
ing the tube was what Terri want-
ed. He was at her side shortly

after the tube was removed at
mid-afternoon.

“It felt like some peace was hap-
pening for Terri,” Michael Schia-
vo told NBC’s “Today” on Satur-
day. “And I felt like she was final-
ly going to get what she wants,
and be at peace and be with the
Lord.”

The removal signals that an end
may be near in a decade-long feud
between Schiavo’s husband and
her devoutly Roman Catholic par-
ents, Bob and Mary Schindler.
The parents have been trying to
oust Michael Schiavo as their
daughter’s guardian and keep in

AP

Rev. Patrick Mohoney, center on ground, leads protestors in prayer Friday outside the Woodside Hospice in
Pinellas Park, Fla., where Terri Schiavo is a patient. Schiavo — who has been in a coma-like state for 15
years — was removed from her feeding tube Friday afternoon.

place the tube that ha> kept her
alive for more than 15 y¢

David Gibbs III, the Schmdlers
attorney, said he would work
through the weekend to prepare
another appeal for a federal appel-
late court. He also said he hoped
lawmakers in Washington or Talla-
hassee could agree on legislation
that would force that the tube be
reinserted.

Circuit Judge George Greer —
who is presiding over the case —
ruled in the husband’s favor and
rejected the request from House
attorneys to delay the removal,
which he had previously ordered
to take place at 1 p.m. EST.

Ex-Conn. governor
gets year in prison

The Associated Press

NEW HAVEN, Conn. — His voice occasionally wa-
vering, former Gov. John G. Rowland stood before a
federal judge and told how arrogance had led him to
corruption.

“I let my pride get in my way,” Rowland said Fri-
day before U.S. District Judge Peter C. Dorsey sen-
tenced him to a year in prison for selling access to
his office for personal gain.

Rowland, 47, pleaded guilty in December to a cor-
ruption charge, admitting he sold his influence for
more than $100,000 in trips to Las Vegas, vacations
in Vermont and Florida, and improvements at his
lakeside cottage.

He resigned last summer amid a gathering drive
to impeach him.

Once Connecticut’s youngest governor and one of
the Republican Party’s fastest-rising stars, Rowland
told Dorsey that he lost sight of his ethical judgment
and developed a “sense of entitlement and even arro-

ance.”

Dorsey cited Rowland’s public service and his
children for handing down the sentence, which was
shorter than the 15 months to 21 months in prison

Former Connecticut Gov. John G. Rowland puts his

hand on the shoulder of his wife, Patty, as they

make their way through a crowd Friday on the way to
.S. District Court in New Haven, Conn.

called for in the plea agreement Rowland made with
prosecutors.

While Rowland tried to downplay the charge
against him Friday, prosecutors repeatedly called
him corrupt.

Dorsey sentenced Rowland to a year plus one day
in prison, four months of home confinement and
three years of supervised release. He ordered Row-
land to report to prison on April 1 in Ayer, Mass.

Case stirs
emotions
of many

The Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. —
She’s known for her no-non-
sense tone, but when Sen.
Nancy Argenziano took the
floor after a week of
closed-door negotiations over
legislation meant to keep Terri
Schiavo alive, she wept.

“I believe keeping someone
from getting to heaven is the
wrong thing to do,” she said
Friday, handkerchief in hand,
as she explained why she
couldn’t vote to prolong the
brain-damaged woman'’s life.

It was the peak of an emotion-
al week for Florida lawmakers,
who failed to pass legislation
that could have prevented Fri-
day’s removal of Schiavo’s feed-
ing tube, despite pressure from
Gov. Jeb Bush and conserva-
tive religious groups.

Some legislators accused
the state of starving the dis-
abled to death. Others painful-
ly remembered their own deci-
sion to withhold food and
water from loved ones who
were already fading away, and
said the government had no
place intruding.

State Sen. Damel Webster
pleaded for a last-minute re-
versal Friday, waving a new
$100 bill at his colleagues, then
dropping it on the Senate floor.

“Put it on the floor, smash
on it a little bit, now it’s all
dirty and soiled ‘and it's wad-
ded up. You know what? It's
still worth $100,” he said.
“Some of our lives are like
crisp $100 bills. ... Some lives
are soiled and it may not be
the life that we’d like to have.
But there’s life.”

Bush praises democratic
moves in the Middle East

The Associated Press

WACO, Texas — The U.S. mili-
lary vnclory agam:( Saddam Hus-
sein’s regime in Iraq gets the cred-
it for “inspiring democratic re-
formers from Beirut to Tehran,”
President Bush said Saturday.

“Today, women can vote in Af-
ghanistan, Palestinians are break-
ing the old patterns of violence,
and hundreds of thousands of Leb-
anese are rising up to demand

tal dictator and now gives the Mid-
dle East a model for democracy.
Bush said, “The Iraqi people
are taking charge of their own
destiny,” citing the country’s first
free and fair elections in its mod-
ern history, this week’s first meet-
ing of the Transitional National
Assembly and the upcoming draft-
ing of a constitution for a “free
and democratic Iraq.”
ainst that progress, insur-
gents have carried on a relentless
of suicide

their
rights,” Bush said in a weekly
radio address that marked the
two-year anniversary of the start
of the Iraq war.

With his primary rationale for
the war — Saddam’s alleged pos-
session of weapons of mass de-
struction — discredited, Bush has
turned to the argument that the
war in Iraq was justified because it
freed the Iragi people from a bru-

kidnappings and beheadings
while rampant crime, power out-
ages, unemployment over S0 per-
cent and a fuel crisis in one of the
world’s prime oil-exporting coun-
tries continues.

Some have questioned Bush’s
repeated claims that recent demo-
cratic developments in several
global hotspots are due to both
the Iraq war and his second-term
drive to push for reforms.
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The Yates family
is shown in this
November 2000
photo. In back
are Andrea Yates,
pregnant with
daughter Mary,
and her hushand,
Russell. In front

sell Yates final-
ized his divorce
Thursday, three
years after An-
drea Yates was
sentenced to life
in prison.
P

Yates divorce final

Texas woman convicted three years ago
of drowning her five children in bathtub

BY PAM EASTON
The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Russell Yates fi-
nalized his divorce Thursday
from his wife, Andrea, three
years after she was sentenced to
life in prison for drowning their
children.

Under the decree, Andrea
Yates will get her gliding rocking
chair — generally used for nurs-
ing babies — and the right to be
buried near the five children. Rus-
sell Yates also will give her
$7,000 and a portion of his retire-
ment benefits from his employ-
ment at NASA.

The house where the children
were drowned in the bathtub in
2001 has been sold.

Andrea Yates, 40, was sen-
tenced tolife in prison for three of
the 2001 drowning deaths, but the
capital murder convictions were
overturned in January. A panel of
the First Court of Appeals in
Houston sided with her lawyers,
who contended false testimony
from a_prosecution expert wit-
ness influenced the jury. Andrea
Yates claimed she was insane at
the time of the drownings.

Prosecutors have asked the full
appeals court to reconsider.
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“She has come to terms with it
and knows Rusty needs to go on
with his life,” Andrea Yates’ attor-
ney, John O’Sullivan, said.

“She just wants to get it behind
her. She doesn't like it. She wish-
es it didn’t happen.”

The divorce also was tough for
Russell Yates, his attorney David
Salinsky said. Russell Yates still
cares for Andrea and continues to
visit her in prison, he said.

The couple married on April
17, 1993, and stopped living to-
gether on June 20, 2001, the day
the children were killed, accord-
ing to the divorce petition.

The family had seven cemetery
plots — five for the children and
one each for Russell and Andrea
Yates. Salinsky said it's unclear
whether Russell Yates will be bur-
ied next to Andrea.

“Nobody ever knows what the
future is going to hold,” he said.

Andrea Yates remains at a psy-
chiatric prison in East Texas,
where she works in the commis-
sary three days a week and per-
forms general housekeeping du-
ties, said Texas Department of
Criminal Justice spokesman
Mike Viesca.

Police say remains of
missing Fla. girl found

Suspect confesses
to kidnapping and
killing 9-year-old

BY MIKE BRANOM
The Associated Press

HOMOSASSA, Fla. — The
body of missing 9-year-old Jessi-
ca Lunsford was found early Sat-
urday, a day after officials said a
registered sex offender confessed
to kidnapping and killing the girl.

Citrus County Sheriff Jeff
Dawsy said Jessica’s body was
found during an overnight search
in a densely wooded area, only
about 150 yards away from the
home the girl shared with her fa-
ther and grandparents.

Jessica’s
father, Mark
Lunsford,
visited  the
search
scene short-
ly after sun-
rise  and
gave a brief,
emotional
statement to

Jessica Lunsford

one
me say, time
after time, that she would be
home,” Lunsford said, his eyes
hidden behind dark black sun-
glasses. “She’s home now.”

Mark Lunsford, the father of Jessica Lunsford, embraces Jessica’s

cousin Kristy Kirkland prior to addressing the media near his home in
Homosassa, Fla., on Saturday. Auth
body of Jessica and caught the suspect in her slaying.

ies say they have found the

John Evander Couey, 46, con-
fessed to kidnapping and killing
Jessica after taking a lie-detector
test Friday in Georgia, Dawsy
said. She disappeared from her
bedroom more than three weeks

0.

“We're en route to bring him
back home,” said Dawsy, who
added that he wants Couey to
face the death penalty.

“This guy is not a quality per-
son, by any means. ... He's truly a
piece of trash,” the sheriff said.

Dawsy said that four other peo-
ple were charged in connection
with the case, three of them with
obstruction for failing to notify po-

lice when Couey allegedly told
them he had committed a crime.
A fourth, the sheriff said, was
picked up for questioning in the
case but was charged only with
failure to pay child support in an
unrelated matter.

Dawsy called the four “a bunch
of druggies” and said he would
urge prosecutors not to allow
them to plea-bargain for reduced
sentences.

Mark Lunsford has said the
family did not know Couey, who
was arrested Thursday.

At a news conference late Fri-
day from Ohio, the girl’s mother,
Angela Bryant, repeatedly made

the same vow: Couey, she said,
“will pay.”

Detectives grew interested in
Couey while interviewing all reg-
istered sex offenders in the area.
They tried to contact Couey at his
home in Homosassa five days
after Jessica disappeared and dis-
covered he no longer lived there.

Authorities said Couey left Flor-
ida on or about March 4 after tell-
ing relatives that police would be
looking for him. He was arrested
in Augusta, Ga., on a probation vi-
olation for falhng to notify offi-
cials that he was moving, a re-
quirement for sex offenders. He
was awaiting extradition to Flori-
da on Friday.

Fianceé: Letterman suspect falsely accused

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The fianceé of a Montana man
charged with plotting to kidnap David Letterman’s
son said her husband-to-be is being falsely accused
by a childhood friend he had a falling out with.

Kelly A. Frank was arrested Monday after the es-
tranged friend told authorities that Frank had con-
fided a plan to kidnap 16-month-old Harry Joseph
Letterman and his nanny for $5 million in ransom.

Frank, 43, and the informant not only had been
friends since they were 10 but also had worked to-
gether at the talk-show host’s ranch, west of Cho-
teau, Mont., said the fianceé, Laurie Johnson.

In interviews published Saturday, Johnson told
the New York Daily News and New York Post that
the estranged friend has a “personal vendetta”

against Frank because of a fight they had at work,
and has been trying to incriminate him ever since.

Johnson said the informant twisted an offhand re-
mark Frank had made about Letterman increasing
security at the ranch into a threat against the child.

“He has always had great respect for Letterman,”
Johnson, 40, told the Daily News. “He felt privileged
to be able to go up there and work for him.”

Frank is charged with felony solicitation, felony
theft for allegedly overcharging Letterman for paint-
ing work and misdemeanor obstruction for alleged-
ly lying to an FBI agent who first questioned him
about the plot.

He is being held on $600,000 bail and is scheduled
to make his next court appearance Tuesday.

Frank previously pleaded guilty to stalking and in-
timidating a woman who alleges he also kidnapped
and raped her.
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Top ‘Movie Stars’ list gets mixed reviews

Premiere’s ranking
of the 50 Greatest’
gives nods to current

Premiere’s list of
‘90 Greatest Movie Stars’

. 1. Cary Grant 8. Audrey Hepburn 34. Rita Hayworth
a]]d ClaSSIC act()l‘s 2. Marilyn Monroe 19. Spencer Tracy 35. Harrison Ford
3. Tom Cruise 20. Sidney Poitier 36. Sean Connery
BY TAMER EL-GHOBASHY 4. John Wayne 21. Clark Gable 37.41 g“c"‘“ )
AND BILL HUTCHINSON 5. Ingrid Bergman 22. Judy Garland 38. Robert De Niro
v 39. Denzel Washington
New York Daily News 6. Paul Newman 23. Fred Astaire G otEN
7. Julia Roberts ; . Elizabeth Taylor
NEW YORK — A magazine’s list of the 8. Greta Garbo 24. Doris Day. 41. Peter Sellers
50 Greatest Movie Stars” is getting more 25. Bette Davis 42. Gary Cooper
9. James Stewart :
jeers than cheers 10. Henry Fonda 26. Errol Flynn 43. Clint Eastwood
from film lovers flab- Do 27. Gregory Peck 44. Will Smith
bergasted that Tom By 28. Tom Hanks 45. Jack Lemmon
Cruise outranks John HGEEINENY 46. Meryl Streep
13. Humphrey Bogart 29. Warren Beatty
Wayne and Marlon - Humphrey Bog: 47. Johnny Depp
Brando. 14. Katharine Hepburn  30. James Dean 48. Nicole Kidman
Premiere  maga- 15. Marlon Brando 31. Steve McQueen 49. Russell Crowe
zine’s editors spent 16. Jack Nicholson 32. Jane Fonda 50. Brad Pitt
two years painstaking- 17. Robert Redford 33. Shirley Temple —KRT
ly crafting the royal
roster that puts Cruise 2000 for her portrayal of crusading envi- including Ingrid Bergman (5), Greta

at No. 3, behind only
Marilyn Monroe and
list-topper Cary

ronmentalist Erin Brockovich, earned her
high spot on the list for being Hollywood’s
highest-paid go-o acress.

“Another reason why she’s so appealing
is because she often identifies — onscreen,
anyway — with the
working class,” re-
ports Premiere.

Garbo (8), James Stewart (9) and Henry
Fonda (10).

Besides Cruise and Roberts, Paul New-
man (6) is the only other living actor to
make the top 10.

Cruise

Grant.

Another head-scratcher was Julia Rob-
erts, who cracked the
top 10 at No. 7, while
four-time Oscar win-
ner Katharine Hep-

Al Pacino and Rob-
ert De Niro finished
37th and 38th, while

Part of the reason- Denzel ~ Washington
bqyy‘ﬁme in NROD hle‘:‘m ing for picking actors was 39th.

shouldn’t even make like Roberts, Cruise, “I think that if you
the list yet,” said Will Smith (No. 44), get too hung up on

Paul Newman Nicole Kidman (48),
Russell Crowe (49)
and Brad Pitt (50) was
their “staying power.”

“We weren't going
to do this list based on

rankings, you're going
to miss the enjoyment
of the list” said

Mark Groblewski, 51,
a construction_direc-
tor from Long Island.
“You have to put in a
lot of work to get
there.

Jesilca Faurie,
of Manhattan said Crulse doesn’t rank on
her personal list of top-shelf film stars.

“There are many actors who are better

than him,” said the medical secretary.

But Premiere senior editor Glenn Kenny
said Cruise earned his spot on the list, one
notch above John Wayne, because he’s
“the biggest contemporary movie star in & Wwhole nostalgic .
the last 20 years.” Cruise is so big with the trip,” said Kenny. “To just do a list where
magazine’s editors that they put his picture ~ you're going to ignore contemporary
on the cover of the April issue. movie stars makes no sense.”

Roberts, who won an Academy Awardin ~ Twenty-six of the S0 greatest are dead,

Kenny.
M Beverly Dawkins,
Roberts 56, a receptionist

from Queens, thought

Brando Eastwood
the list was spot-on.
“T love movies, especially old movies,”
Dawkins said. °T think it's an excellent o
You have all my favorites — but not in the
right order.”

C

PPl

Lucas offers peek at final ‘Star Wars’

BY DAVID GERMAIN venge of the Sith” draws more barbs The trailer screened Thursday

George Lucas speaks Thursday at a news conference
on digital and 3D film at ShoWest in Las Vegas.

The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Two decades ago,
George Lucas pulled off the mask to re-
veal the face of one of cinema’s greatest
bad guys. Now, he’s about to slip the
mask back on.

Lucas offered a preview Thursday of
his final “Star Wars” chapter, which
spells out the last dark steps the once
goodhearted young Anakin Skywalker
takes to become the villain Darth

Vader.

“It’s not like the old ‘Star Wars,”
Lucas told theater owners at the
Sho-West convention. “This one’s a lit-
tle bit more emotional. We like to de-
scribe it as ‘Titanic’ in space. It’s a tear-
jerker.”

Opening May 19, “Star Wars: Epi-
sode IIT — Revenge of the Sith” brings
full circle the mammoth sci-fi saga
Lucas began in 1977 with the original
“Star Wars,” which shattered box-of-
fice records and remains one of the
top-grossing movies ever.

Reaction was mixed on “Episode I —
The Phantom Menace” and “Episode IT
— Attack of the Clones,” many fans
grousing that the first one was too much
a kiddie flick and the second one too
sappy a love story. Calling the latest
movie a Faustian tragedy, Lucas said
he is unconcerned about whether “Re-

from “Star Wars” fans.

“I feel that I've made the movie the
best I can and it turned out the way I
wanted it to be, so 'm happy,” Lucas,
60, told The Associated Press in an in-
terview. “I never try
to anticipate what the
world’s going to think
or even worry about
whether they’re
go]ng to like it or

The film immedi-
ately launches into a
space battle elabo-
rate even by “Star
Wars” standards as
Anakin  Skywalker
(Hayden Christens-

k& Obviously, fans
would love to see a
movie about Darth
Vader running
around killing
people. I'm not
telling that story,

showed what fans have been waiting for
since Lucas began the story of Anakin’s
journey from good toward evil in “The
Phantom Menace” and “Attack of the
Clones.”

Namely, Anakin in
the guise of Vader:
Black cloak, mask
and helmet, an outfit
rigged with life-sup-
port devices for Sky-
walker, whose battle
‘wounds have left him
part flesh, part ma-
chine.

Lucas knows many
fans wanted the pre-
quel trilogy to intro-
duce Vader early on

en) and his Jedi rather than trace
knight master, and I'm not Anakin’s  downfall
Obi-Wan Kenobi . . from nice little boy to
(Ewan McGregor), interested in that.9¥  braty teen to dark
lead a mission to res- knight of the galaxy.
cue the kidnapped George Lucas  «Revenge of the
Palpatine, chancellor Sith” presents
of the Republic. Anakin in Vader’s black get-up only at

The trailer sets up the rest of the sce-
nario, with the suspicious Jedi council
assigning Anakin to spy on Palpatine
after his rescue, while the chancellor —
the future evil Emperor of the original
trilogy — plots to seduce the young
knight to the dark side of the Force.

the very end of the movie, Lucas said.

“Obvmusly, fans would love to see a
movie about Darth Vader running
around killing people,” Lucas said. “I'm
not telling that story, and I'm not inter-
ested in that. That’s not what the movie
is”
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ice tours military
unker during her
outh Korea visit

BY ANNE GEARAN
The Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — From
inside a mountainside bunker,
Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice saw firsthand Saturday what
a war with North Korea might
look like.

Rice became the most senior
American official to tour a com-
mand center for U.S. and South
Korean troops that would be the
battle headquarters in the event
of ﬁghung with the communist

“1 know that you face a close-in
threat every day,” Rice told
troops at Command Post Tango,
or Theater Air Naval Ground Op-
erations.

Rice’s visit coincided with a
twice-yearly war exercise involv-
ing thousands of American and
South Korean soldiers. When
Rice got a look at the command
center, it also was the first time
that reporters and cameras were
allowed into the bunker south of

eoul.
North Korea denounced the ex-

ercises as a rehearsal for a
U.S.-led pre-emptive attack.

“The Republic of Korea, a
great democracy now, faces a
threat across the divide of a state
that is not democratic, that is not
free, and that does not have the
best interests of its people at
heart,” Rice said.

Rice’s trip to Asia is intended
partly to push North Korea to re-
sume nuclear disarmament talks.
She repeatedly has assured North
Korea that the United States has
no intention of invading.

Still, more than 32,000 U.S.
troops are stationed in South
Korea, with more at the ready
nearby. They are testament to the
tension and suspicion between
North and South Korea five de-
cades after active hostilities
ended in the Korean War.

“In parts of the world, the Cold
War has ended and we've been
able to [produce] a continent like
Eumpe, that is now whole and
free,” Rice told commanders and
troops. “But of course, divisions
remain here in Korea.”

In a large underground room

A

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice shakes hands with U.S. Forces
Korea Deputy Commander Gen. Kim Jang-soo, as USFK Commander
Gen. Leon J. LaPorte looks on Saturday at the command control center
for the South Korea-U.S. Combined Forces at Seongnam.

that resembled a college lecture
hall, Rice received a classified
briefing on war preparations. In
place of a blackboard, the room
has a huge computer-driven dis-
play screen.

When reporters were brought
into the room, the lighted screen
showed only the State Depart-
ment seal where maps or detailed
planning data would be.

For the military exercise, about
17,000 U.S-based troops were
Jjoining 6,000 soldiers stationed in

South Korea. North Korea con-
tended the exercise was “a ma-
neuver for a nuclear war against
the North.”

“The U.S. imperialists unleash
a new war, they will pay a high
price,” the North’s official Ro-
dong Sinmun newspaper said in a
commentary carried by its offi-
cial news agency, KCNA.

Korea's nuclear capabili-
ty was expected to be a major
topic of Rice’s talks with South
Korean leaders on Sunday and
Chinese officials on Monday.

Lebanon
leader
to skip
summit

BY JOSEPH PANOSSIAN
The Associated Press

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Leba-
non’s pro-Syria president said Sat-
urday that he will not attend an
Arab summit due to political tur-
moil in his country as investiga-
tors searched for clues to a car
bomb that rocked a largely Chris-
tian neighborhood in Beirut, injur-
ing nine people.

President Emile Lahoud did
not elaborate on his decision not
to participate in Monday's sum-
mit in Algeria, but it came as
Syria withdraws troops from Leb-
anon after facing heavy pressure
from the United States and fellow
Arab countries to end a three de-
cade presence.

The attack devastated an
eight-story apartment building in
the largely Christian New Jdei-
deh neighborhood shortly after
midnight Saturday and sent pan-
icked residents in their pajamas
into the street.

Lahoud, a close Syrian ally,
made no mention of the attack,
saying only in a statement that
Lebanon was experiencing “ex-
ceptional circumstances” that re-

Putin visits Ukraine

KIEV, Ukraine — Russian
President Vladimir Putin and
Ukrainian leader Viktor Yush-
chenko on Saturday empha-
sized the importance of a good
relationship between their
neighboring states at the start
of the Russian leader’s first
visit to Ukraine since a
pro-Western government
swept to power.

Yushchenko greeted Putin
in the capital’s famous Home
of Chimeras, a gargoyle-be-
decked building across from
the presidential administra-

Yushchenko 's office was bill-
ing the trip — scheduled to
last only a few hours — as a
chance for “eye-to-eye” talks.

Dresden flooding

BERLIN — German authori-
ties issued a flood alert Satur-
day for Dresden, where melt-
ing snow was swelling the
Elbe River three years after
its waters devastated the city’s
cultural treasures.

Waters were expected to
reach a flood plain below the
old town’s stone ramparts as
early as Saturday and the city
fire department was put on
round-the-clock alert, Saxony
state officials said.

Dresden residents were
warned that roads and base-
ments in parts of the city
would flood Sunday.

From The Associated Press

Mandela hosts star-studded
AIDS benefit in South Africa

South African singer Kabelo performs on stage
during the Nelson Mandela Foundation “46664"
HIV/AIDS campaign benefit concert Saturday

in George, South Africa.

BY CLARE NULLIS
The Associated Press

GEORGE, South Africa — Former President Nel-
son Mandela on Saturday hosted his second star-stud-
ded concert to raise awareness of the AIDS pandem-
ic that has struck millions across Africa.

Actor Will Smith and musicians Annie Lennox,
India.arie and Brian May were among a host of local
and international celebrities featured on the lineup
for the “46664” concert — named after Mandela's
prison number while he was incarcerated for 27
years under apartheid.

This year’s event highlighted the plight of women
and giris, who are six times more likely to be infected
with the AIDS virus than men in South Africa.

“Women don't only bear the burden of HIV infec-
tion, they also bear the burden of HIV care,” Mande-
la said in a statement released on the eve of the con-
cert. “Grandmothers are looking after children.
Women are caring for their dying husbands. Chil-
dren are looking after dying parents and surviving
siblings.”

An estimated 5.3 million of South Africa’s 45 mil-
lion people live with HIV, more than in any other
country. Between 600 and 1,000 die every day from
AIDS related diseases, according to U.N. figures.

The toll far outstrips the 21,000 South Africans
killed in political violence during four decades of rac-
ist white rule.

Mandela, who lost his eldest son to the disease ear-
lier this year, said he hopes the event will help raise
funds for AIDS charities.

“We are facing a tragedy of unprecedented propor-
tions,” Mandela said in the statement. “Our response,
therefore has to be unprecedented.”

The event was staged at one of the world’s most lux-
urious golf estates — far removed from the poverty
surrounding many victims afflicted with HIV, the
virus that causes AIDS.

quired d direct dia-
logue” between opposition and
pro-government groups.

He also offered to host immedi-
ate talks between Lebanon’s vaj
ous political factions amid negoti-
ations over the formation of a new
government.

Opposition legislator ~ Fares
Soeid dismissed the invite, say-
ing: “It’s too late. This subject is
closed.”

The violence raised concerns
among some Lebanese that
pro-Damascus elements might re-
sort to violence to show, in their
view, the need for a continued
presence by Syrian forces. Hun-
dreds of thousands of Lebanese
have demonstrated for and
against Syria since the Feb. 14
slaying of former Prime Minister
Rafik Hariri.

The anti-Syrian protests have
featured large numbers of Ma-
ronite Christians.

Police closed all entrances lead-
ing to the blast site and blocked
onlookers from nearing the devas-
tated building. After sunrise, resi-
dents began clearing debris and
inspecting their damaged shops
and homes.

The Lebanese military also an-
nounced  stricter  measures
against any security violators.
“The army will not allow that free-
dom of expression be abused in
order to harm security and stabili-
ty,” it said in a statement.

Security officials said on condi-
tion of anonymity the blast was
caused by a time-bomb placed un-
derneath a car belonging to a Leb-
anese-Armenian resident of the
damaged building. It was unclear
where the car owner was or why
the bomb was placed under his ve-
hicle.
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At least 24 killed by Afghanistan flooding

BY AMIR SHAH

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — At
least 24 people died and hun-
dreds more were left homeless
Saturday after heavy rain pushed
Afghanistan’s longest river over
its banks in a former Taliban
stronghold and caused severe
flooding across the country.

Officials in western Farah prov-

ince reported that at least 21 peo-
ple died because of the floods,
and three more perished in neigh-
boring Ghor, Interior Ministry
spokesman Latfullah Mashal
said.

“Many families have been
forced from their homes into
makeshift camps,” Mashal said.
“We fear the death toll could
rise.”

On Friday, the Helmand River

crested its banks and flooded sev-
eral villages near Deh Rawood,
250 miles southwest of Kabul, in
central Uruzgan province, Gov.
Jan Mohammed Khan said.

Some 700 houses were de-
stroyed, Khan said by satellite
telephone from Deh Rawood,
where he was supervising rescue
operations.

He said dozens of people, in-
cluding 12 Kuchi nomads who

HOW TO GET AWAY WITH
A GREAT DEAL.

take their livestock up the Hel-
mand valley each spring, were
missing.

The U.S. military said it res-
cued more than 200 people from
rising flood waters in the area on
Friday.

Black Hawk and Chinook heli-
copters lifted the villagers from
an island surrounded by rising
floodwaters and ferried them to
safety, the military said in a state-
ment.

VOLVO
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Authorities are braced for seri-
ous flooding as rainstorms and
warmer weather melt deep snow
from one of the harshest winters
in years.

The weather is good news for
Afghan farmers impoverished by
years of drought.

However, more than 300 peo-
ple have reportedly died from ex-
posure and cold-related illnesses
such as pneumonia and whooping
cough this year.

It was unclear whether the wet
weather also caused a landslide
that an official said killed five
men prospecting for gemstones
in northern Afghanistan.

The five died on Thursday as
they were searching for blue lapis
lazuli gems near Keranomunjan,
140 miles northeast of Kabul, said
Shamsul Rahman Shams, deputy
governor of Badakhshan prov-
ince.

Large tracts of farmland were
also reportedly damaged in the
Shamali Plain, just north of
Kabul, and in the northern prov-
ince of Jowzjan.

Saudi man
let go after
no terror

links found

The Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — A
Saudi Arabian man, detained for
suspected al-Qaida links after ar-
riving at Manila’s airport, was
turned over to the Saudi ambassa-
dor on Friday after investigators
failed to find any evidence
against him, Philippine immigra-
tion officials said.

The man, identified by the offi-
cials as Saudi Arabian national
Abdullah Nassar al-Arifi, 34, ap-
pears on an FBI list of terror sus-
pects, the officials told The Associ
ated Press on condition of ano-
nymity.

He was detained shortly after
arriving on a Philippine Airlines
flight from the Saudi capital, Riy-
adh, on Wednesday, the officials
said.

“His name and date of birth
jived with the list,” Immigration
Commissioner Alipio Fernandez
told DZMM radio.

The officials said earlier the
man may have links to the Sept.
11, 2001, attacks in the United
States, as well as the 2002 bomb-
ings in Bali, Indonesia.

But an investigation — which
the officials said included the FBI
— failed to link him to terrorism,
and al-Arifi was turned over to
the Saudi ambassador on Friday,
said an immigration intelligence
official who declined to be identi-
fied.

The official said al-Arifi would
still be deported to Saudi Arabia
because his name was on the U.S.
list.
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Alligator kills man

LAKELAND — A

man found dead in a
pond was the victim of a
nearly nine-foot alligator
that was captured and
killed, the medical examin-
er’s office said.

Officials did not know
what Don Owen, 56, a
truck driver from Bar-
tow, was doing at the
pond about a dozen
miles from  his
home. He had been missing sever-
al days and was last seen at a con-
venience store.

His remains were found by sev-
eral men fishing in Six Pound
Pond. An autopsy determined he
had been killed by the eight-foot,
nine-inch  alligator, the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission said.

Trappers caught the alligator
Monday. Owen’s forearm was
found in its stomach.

Crossword champ

cT STAMFORD — The book-

ish world of crossword puz-
zle aficionados has a fresh-faced
new champion.

College student Tyler Hinman,
20, beat out more than 450 competi-
tors from across the country to win
top honors at the American Cross-
word Puzzle Tournament.

He’s now the youngest champi-
on in the 28-year-history of the
tournament. He said he will spend
his $4,000 prize money on tuition.

“I can’t even celebrate,” said
Hinman, wearing jeans, a T-shirt,
and a baseball cap marked with
the insignia of his fraternity at
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
in Troy, N.Y. “I'm not old enough
to go to a pub and drink myself stu-
pid”

It was a close win: a 46-year-old
engineer named Al Sanders from
Fort Collins, Colo., finished the
same puzzle first, but missed the
answer “Zolaesque” for the clue
“stark and richly detailed, as writ-
ing.”

Freeway shooting kills 3

DALLAS — A man

squeezed through the sun-
roof of a Jaguar and opened fire
with an automatic assault rifle on
another moving vehicle, killing
three men and critically wounding
a fourth, police said.

Authorities were searching for
the gunman and two others, includ-
ing a woman, who may have been
riding in the light-colored, late
model Jaguar with fancy wheels,
according to Dallas and University
Park police.

A police officer waiting at a traf-
fic light at the intersection wit-
nessed the shootings and stopped
to help when the second car
crashed, Dallas police Sgt. Gil
Cerda said. Police policy prohibit-
ed the officer from pursuing the
fleeing vehicle because he already
had a prisoner from an unrelated
case in his back seat.

Cow-smuggling case

NY SYRACUSE — Federal au-
thorities have charged two
‘men with smuggling banned Cana-
dian cattle into the United States.
A federal grand jury indictment
accused Louis R. Jacobs, of Snye,
Quebec, and Andrew J. Derouchie,
of Fort Covington, of bringing six
cows into the United States last
Aug. 25, US. Attorney Glenn

ROUNDUP

Suddaby said.

The importation of cattle and cat-
tle products has been prohibited
by federal regulation since May
2003 because of concern over bo-
vine spongiform encephalopathy,
commonly called mad cow disease.
The federal government took the
action after the discovery of a sin-
gle infected cow from a commer-
cial farm in northern Alberta, Can-
ada.

Historic building burns

LITTLE ROCK — A fire de-

stroyed the former head-
quarters of a major black social or-
ganization, which was to be remod-
eled into a museum on Afri-
can-American life.

The fire began at about 2 am.,
eventually leading to  the
three-story building’s collapse.
The cause of the fire was not imme-
diately determined. Some nearby
buildings had minor damage.

Built in 1911, the building was
the national headquarters for the
Mosaic Templars, which had chap-
ters in 26 states as well as six for-
eign countries.

Abortion law on hold

LANSING — A new state
law that bans a procedure
critics call partial-birth abortion
will not take effect this month so
that the state has more time to re-
spond to a federal lawsuit challeng-
ing the statute.
Under an agreement reached by
Attorney General Mike Cox and

Il just watch

Jackson Crandall, 2, watches
through a living room window as his
dad, Matt, removes snow from the
sidewalk in front of their house in
Sioux Falls, S.D.

three groups that filed
suit, the abortion law
was put on hold until
June 15. It was sched-
uled to take effect
rch 30.
U.S. District Judge Den-
ise Page Hood approved
/ the temporary restraining
order Monday.
Cox spokeswoman Allison

Pierce said the state needed
more time to respond to the
¥ suit, which was filed March 1.

Suspect naps in car

m QUINCY — It's never good
to fall asleep on the job, but
when you're a robber, the conse-
quences can be severe.

Quincy police arrived at a CVS
pharmacy early in the morning to
find Steven Jakaitis, 42, sleeping in
his idling car with a nylon stocking
over his head and a cap pistol in
his pocket.

By his side was a note that read:
“I have a Gun DO NOT Press any
Alarms or let Custermors [sic]
know Empty the All the register.”

A customer called police after
seeing Jakaitis, who was also wear-
ing a black wig and a scarf. On the
back seat of his car, officers found
a plastic bag containing 36 unused
hypodermic needles. He spoke in-
coherently after the officers woke
him, Capt. Anthony DiBona said.

He never actually went into the
store, police said.

Inmate powwows get OK

LINCOLN — Nebraska’s

American Indian inmates
can have powwows, meet with
medicine men and use a tobacco
substitute during religious ceremo-
nies under a federal court settle-
ment.

The settlement, reached be-
tween the inmates and prison state
officials last year, was approved by
US. District Judge Warren
Urbom.

‘The settlement grew from a com-
plaint filed on behalf of some 200
American Indian inmates by Rich-
ard T. Walker, an Indian sen-
tenced to life in prison in 1966 for
murder.

Under the agreement, American
Indian inmates can have two pow-
wows a year and use traditional
foods such as fry bread, corn and
“berry dish” in their ceremonies.

Moms ordered to school

MOUNDSVILLE — A mag-

istrate has ordered two
mothers to attend school with their
children who had too many unex-
cused absences.

Jennifer LaShare’s 15-year-old
son has missed school 34 days with-
out an excuse. The boy was defiant
in a hearing Thursday, saying he
‘was going to leave school for good
when he turns 16 in May.

April Wood’s 13-year-old son
also has had 34 unexcused absenc-

es.

Wood said she has no transporta-
tion and her son has been kicked
off the bus for smoking a cigarette.

“I'm not going to walk on the
highway with my son” to school,
Wood said.

Anderson also ordered Wood to
attend school. Marshall County As-
sistant Prosecuting Attorney C. Ri-
chard Wilson said the school sys-
tem might be asked to allow the
boy to ride the bus with his moth-
er.

Jenna Moodie, 9 from Weston,

Getting Some exercise g2 o tester

dog, Whoopie, an Irish water spaniel, in the large-dog section of a new
dog park at Markham Park in Sunrise, Fla.

Afirefighter looks into the sky at

Battling the blaze oy’ Sroke s ve and othrs

battle a blaze at a recycling business in Vinton, Texas.
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Phillip Boitano, a sophomore at Cardinal Newman High School, practices
his dives at the Santa Rosa Junior College pool in Santa Rosa, Calif., as

A long way down

clouds from a late-winter weather front move in to northern California.

Car pool Rob Barella and Adam Young of Powder Mill Towing, along with Parsippany (N.J.) Police

officers David Cavaliere and Joseph Chmura, work to get a car out of a pool in Parsippany.
The red Buick, which was parked at the Woraco gas station on Parsippany Road, slid down a hill behind the gas
station and landed in a homeowner’s pool. No one was injured.

Snow covers the 1916 Newport covered
bridge over Sinking Creek off Route 601 in

Over the river and through the woods

Clover Hollow, near Newport, Va.

Drunk announcement

MOORHEAD — Having a

vanity plate that reads
“TIPSY” may not be such a great
idea after all.

Josiah Johnson, 23, said his 1i-
cense plate might have tipped off
the Clay County sheriffs deputy
who pulled him over Friday after
he left Coach’s Sports Pub in Moor-
head.

Now he faces third-degree
drunken driving charges after his
blood-alcohol level allegedly regis-
tered twice the legal limit.

Johnson said he bought the per-
sonalized license plate for his Jeep
to describe the way it rode — then
Kept it as a joke when he got a
Chevy Silverado because he likes
to party.

High price for speeding
OCCOQUAN — Floor it
along a stretch of Interstate

95 and you may really regret it.

Starting Friday, motorists who
drive recklessly in the area be-
tween Occoquan and Quantico
face fines of up to $2,500. Those
caught speeding will see their
fines doubled.

The high number of traffic fatali-
ties along the 11-mile stretch in
Prince William County has prompt-
ed the state to designate it a High-
way Safety Corridor.

Police unveiled new black and
white warning signs Tuesday that
mark the area and warn drivers
about the extra fines.

No Brotherly Love

PHILADELPHIA — Twen-

ty-one slayings in eight
days have authorities begging the
public for help identifying the kill-
ers.

As of Tuesday morning, the ho-
micide toll in Philadelphia stood at
76 so far this year, up from 66 at
the same point last year, police
said.

District Attorney Lynne M. Abra-
ham on Monday vowed that her of-
fice would protect witnesses, even
if it meant sending a moving van to
their homes to take them to safety.

“We cannot only move you out of
the city, we can move you out of
the state; we can move you across
the country,” Abraham said.

Police have been on a campaign
to persuade residents to cooperate
with them since last year’s death of
a 10-year-old boy who was hit by a
stray bullet during a shootout out-
side his school.

Girl Scouts robbed

COLUMBUS, Ohio — A

group of Girl Scouts had a
very unhappy encounter with a
Cookie Monster.

The girls stood in disbelief as a
man came to their cookie booth at
a supermarket and ran off with an
envelope containing $320.

One of the five girls from Troop
4180 had recommended a box of
Thin Mints when the man reached
into the cash drawer and grabbed
the envelope. An adult with the
girls chased the thief but couldn’t
catch him.

The girls were working their
stand inside a Kroger store about
2:30 p.m. Saturday when the man
came by and said he’d never
bought Girl Scout cookies. He
handed one of the girls $3, then
said he wanted a second box but
only gave her $2 more.

When the girl pointed it out, the

‘man snatched the envelope.

Smith said the money would
have paid for the girls to go to sum-
mer camp. Kroger employees took
up a $25 collection, but Smith said
the girls won’t sell from a booth
anymore.

Crane experiment

TAMPA — An experimen-
tal flock of whooping cranes
has lost one of its youngest mem-
bers to a Florida bobcat, but could
be on the verge of producing
chicks in the wild for the first time.
Six older cranes in the five-year
effort to establish a migratory
flock of the endangered birds be-
tween Wisconsin and Florida have
formed into pairs and are being
monitored closely for signs of nest-
ing and breeding behavior, accord-
ing to Operation Migration, the
nonprofit group that has helped co-
ordinate the project.

A Web update on the flock post-
ed by Heather Ray, the group’s di-
rector of operations, said a bobcat
killed one of the cranes that were
raised in Wisconsin last year —
just as some of the other cranes
have been beginning their flight
north.

Woman dies at 110

BURLINGTON — Carolyn

Eddy Drew, probably the
oldest woman in Vermont, has
died at the age of 110.

Drew worked at the Basin Har-
bor Club before World War I and
married in 1917. On her 110th
birthday in August, she dined on
lobster.

Drew did not dwell much on her
longevity, said her son, John Eddy.
She spent little time reminiscing
about the past or making much of a
fuss about anything. Drew was
born on Aug. 26, 1894, in North
Elba, N.Y.

Who's child is it?

HOUSTON — A judge has

ordered genetic tests to de-
termine whether a woman’s
2-year-old daughter was fathered
by one of her teenage students.

Lisa Zuniga has admitted to hav-
ing a sexual relationship with a
13-year-old boy who was a student
at Victory Academy in Pasadena,
where she worked as a teacher’s
aide.

‘The boy, who is now 16, and his
mother are suing for custody of the
toddler.

Zuniga, now 29, pleaded guilty to
aggravated sexual assault of a
child in January 2003 and was sen-
tenced to deferred adjudication
and 10 years’ probation.

No paternity test was performed
after the girl was born on Feb. 7,
2003, because of Zuniga’s plea.

Booby-trapped trail
LYNDEBOROUGH — A
teenage boy has been

charged with booby-trap-
ping a snowmobile trail last week-
end by stringing fishing line across
the trail at head height.

The youngster is charged with
reckless conduct, but his mother
said the incident has been blown out
of proportion.

Sgt. H. Michael Geha said the
charge would have been harsher,
but no one was hurt. He said the
youth’s motivation seemed to be to
cause trouble and did not seem to re-
flect problems with snowmobilers.
Stories and photos from wire services
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is more than a smile and a

‘muzzle awa

What ever happened to “muzzle aware-
ness,” the mantra chanted by my drill ser-
geants, and repeated in mobilization
training prior to my Iraq deployment?

I hear it even now, in Iraq, where I see
it completely disregarded a hundred
times a day. The main culprits — 9 mms.
Those carrying 9 mms seem to prefer to
purchase their own over-the-shoulder
holsters, as opposed to the issued belt or
leg holsters.

The problem arises when we are
forced to look straight down the barrel
while walking behind someone who is
wearing a holster that points the weapon
to the rear instead of down. Maybe these
holsters are more comfortable. Maybe

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

friendly greeting from someone who is
exuding a positive appearance.

Good personal hygiene, a pleasant atti-
tude and a confident demeanor will not
only improve your own performance, but
will inspire all those around you to be
their best. People always want to be
around those who are positive, cheerful
and confident because they are the “fun
people.” Confidence is indispensable for
both personal and professional success.
As the actor Jd(,k Pd]dnLe once said in a

v
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people think the 9 mm is less
than an M16 because it is so much small-
er. But the fact is, a negligent discharge
from any weapon can be deadly.

It's time everyone realizes that this
lack of attention to detail can cost us lives
unnecessarily.

Spe. Raymond Conger

Forward Operating Base Speicher, Iraq

Looking pretty in uniform?

Did Stripes want to anger the Army’s
females when it published “Female GIs,
complete the look” (letter, March 10)? Be-
cause it worked.

When the letter writer wrote that I
should let my God-given beauty show, I
do not think she has the ability to see into
my mind or heart, because that is what a
person would have to do to see my
God-given beauty.

And as far as looking worse than other
branches, I would hope that means I look
like I work harder, because I am sure I
do sometimes. Not every woman in a
desert camouflage uniform is going to
look refreshed or, as the letter writer
asks of us, look like she has completed
the look. But what every woman does
look like is a soldier.

Perception is reality. That is an unoffi-
cial Army motto. So, when I look around
and see a female who took the time to put
on earrings with her DCUs, it is my per-

ception that the female does not think
that, at any time, what has been a routine
deployment could turn into a dangerous
situation or, God forbid, deadly.

So, forgive me, Army, if I am not doing
more than making sure I am clean and
well-groomed, but keeping myself com-
bat-ready instead of “parade pretty takes
precedence.”

1 know who I am without waking up
five or 10 minutes early; to do what, is
the question — put on eyeshadow? I am a
soldier in the United States Army. That
keeps me holding my head high and
gives me validation and that makes me
beautiful.

Spc. Amy Brown
Logistics Support Area Anaconda, Iraq

Attitude completes the look

In response to “Female GIs, complete
the look” (letter, March 10), I think the
author missed the point. Her implication
was that a few moments in front of a mir-
ror would prevent military females from
looking “so beat down.”

Sorry to disagree, but looking good and
feeling good for anyone, male or female,
can be a matter of attitude. If you think
you are good, you will be good, you will
feel good and you will look good. Nothing

is so sexy.”
Clifton Jester
Kadena Air Base, Okinawa

Be proud of support jobs

In response to “Let women train for in-
fantry” (letter, March 15): Why, in this
day and age, has there become such a
need for this equality?

In all the other major conflicts this
country has endured, at no time was a
need mentioned for females to pick up
their arms and fight battles alongside
males. It was deemed OK for males to do
the killing and for the males, and males
alone, to do the dying. Understood that fe-
males play a much larger role in wartime
than in the past but, if memory serves, fe-
males did not rise up in anger when no
one asked if they wanted to fight, even
during the Persian Gulf War.

It seems as if every female soldier who
has been on something as simple as a con-
voy down a main support route feels she
is doing the same job as the infantry, and
should be recognized as such.

They are not infantry, nor does their
mission entitle them to call themselves in-
fantry.

We applaud those females who have en-
gaged the enemy and fought with vigor
and valor, but that is not an everyday oc-
currence with their job. They should
leave the killing to the killers; be proud
of the support they give. It is hard for
many to see how females as a whole
would be willing, or able, to continuously
have that “killer instinct” required to be
an infantry soldier.

Staff Sgt. Patrick Hernandez
Spe. Jorge Duarte

Illl[lNESBUHY
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What newspapers
are saying at home

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press
and other stateside syndicates.

Greenspan right on debt’s ills
The Buffalo (N.Y.) News

Federal ~Reserve Chairman Alan
Greenspan’s warning that ballooning feder-
al deficits are “unsustainable” should be a
much-needed splash of cold water for a
White House that too often puts ideology be-
fore fiscal reality.

Greenspan thinks the problem demands
spending cuts and a reassessment of efforts
to cut taxes. The Bush administration and
congressional Republicans think he’s only
half right. They ought to be listening with
both ears.

The deﬂclt problem is driven more by
Medicare than Social Security. The federal
government has passed huge entitlement in-
creases, primarily a Medicare prescription
drug beneﬂt at the same time it has cut its
own revenue by “temporary” tax cuts that
the White House still wants to make perma-
nent. Anyone who prepares a household bud-
get knows what happens when you increase
expenses while losing income. ...

Regardless of what Vice President [Dick]
Cheney thinks, deficits do matter. They pay
for current needs by mortgaging the coun-
try’s future. But those bills eventually come
due. Greenspan is right to worry that ever-in-
creasing debt, plus ever-increasing interest
costs on that debt, could mean disaster when
that debt collides with increasing baby
boomer Medicare and Social Security obliga-
tions, let alone the costs of wars.

Shedding light on secrecy

The News Tribune, Tacoma, Wash.

Self-preservation is human nature, and so
it is not surprising when someone tries to
hide a potentially embarrassing or compro-
mising bit of information about himself.
That instinct leads some government offi-
cials to keep their dealings secret. Problem
is, the information they want to keep under
wraps isn't primarily about them. It's about
us.

That's the aim of public disclosure laws —
to make sure private citizens can get at the
information that affects their daily lives,
whether they know it or not. .

Sunshine Week, an effort spearheaded by
the American Society of Newspaper Editors,
is intended to highlight the importance of
public disclosure laws and to call attention
to their erosion.

[The jlournalists’ fight against govern-
ment secrecy is the public’s fight; reporters
and editors just are the first to notice en-
croachments on the public’s right to know.

The fight will never end because govern-
ment will always be a human endeavor. The
people we put in charge need constant re-
minders that they avoid embarrassment at
the public’s peril and, eventually, their own.
It’s not about them. It’s about us.

U.N. has issues with Bolton
Chicago Tribune

Since the start of his second term, Presi-
dent Bush has sent repeated messages that
‘when he talks about aggressively spreading
freedom and democracy, he means what he
says. This month’s reiteration comes via the

president’s nomination of serial truth-teller
Juhn Bolton as U.S. ambassador to the Unit-
ed Nations.

If the Senate confirms the appointment,
Bush will have aimed a tidal wave of energy
and candor at the snoozy UN. complex on
New York City’s East River. This promises
to be a rude awakening for a body too often
consumed by such weighty issues as where
in Manhattan diplomats can park free, and

Wl ho Il be air-
tion

For too I long, the U.N. has been reluctant
to offend powerful exploiters in its midst. In
Darfur, for example, the determination of
China to buy Sudanese oil and of Russia to
sell Sudan weapons has blocked any real ef-
fort to halt mass murder.

U.N. delegates need to hear more confron-
tational talk about the organization’s failings
and also about nuclear proliferation, an area
in which Bolton is expert. atidal wave
on the East River breaks some cobwebbed
windows, good.

issing whom at tonight's recep-

Society must protect judges
The Cincinnati Enquirer

A defendant in Atlanta wrests a gun from
a deputy and kills a judge in his courtroom.
A disappointed litigant murders the hus-
band and mother of a judge in Chicago and
has a list of other judicial targets when he
Kills himself as police approach. A disturbed
woman sends threatening letters to a federal
judge in Cincinnati. These recent stories
from America’s courtrooms are just a frac-
tion of the risks our judges face daily.

These high-profilé cases also highlight the
need for ever more vigilant security and
very small tolerance for those who attack all
of us by attacking the judicial system. .

Protecting judges, particularly on ‘he fed-
eral level, poses many challenges, not the
least of which is cost. But against the back-
drop of these recent tragedies, now is the
time to reassess the security of our courts
and those who dispense justice within them.

Be flexible on Social Security
The Commercial Appeal,
Memphis, Tenn.

Whether you love him or hate him, at least
afew of President Bush’s words about Social
Security should ring true.

“My call to people from both political
ties is: Now is the time to put aside our politi-
cal differences and focus on solvmg this
problem for generations to come,” Bush said
during a [recent] appearance in Memphis.
“All ideas should be on the table.”

From the way Bush was talking, it sound-
ed as if even his idea to create private ac-
counts — the controversial centerpiece of
his reform plan — is open for debate.

That's a good thing, since a poll conducted
by The Associated Press indicates that only

LA'

37 percent of Americans agree with his ap-
proach to fixing Social Security. Aside from
a few hecklers who were escorted out of the
Cannon Center for the Performing Arts, the
[Memphis] crowd was pretty respectful.
However, the protesters outside reflected
our country’s deep division on this issue.

Yet if our president is really willing to be
flexible and consider new ideas, the rest of
us should be, too.

Oceans elect to avoid runoff
The Times-Picayune, New Orleans

Anyone who lives in Louisiana is familiar
with this scenario: runoff from farmland
drains into the Gulf and triggers a massive
bloom of algae that sucks oxygen out of the
water as it dies and decomposes.

In this case, though, the phenomenon
being described isn’t the Gulf of Mexico
dead zone that forms off the coast of Louisi-
ana and Texas every summer. Instead, it’s
what happens in the Gulf of California —
also called the Sea of Cortez — after irriga-
tion in the Yaqui River Valley.

Researchers at Stanford University who
analyzed satellite photographs were able to
show a direct connection between irrigation
and algae blooms. .

The study reveals how vulnerable our
oceans really are, and it should strengthen
the argument for changes in farming practic-

s.

Stanford researchers warn that dead
zones could damage the shrimp and shell-
fish industry and hurt other marine life in
the Gulf of California. The potential is there
for loss of similar resources in other parts of
the world, including our own.

No idiots in the jury box
Los Angeles Times

Last summer, we questioned former
Enron Chairman Kenneth L. Lay’s decision
to set ignorance as the cornerstone of his
legal defense against charges that he helped
to orchestrate the massive accounting fraud
that sank his company, destroyed investors’
wealth and cost thousands of employees
their jobs. It didn’t seem plausible that ju-
rors would buy into a powerful executive’s
claim to be incompetent.

Apparently, lawyers don’t always heed
newspaper editorials. Defense teams for
former WorldCom Chief Executive Bernard
J. Ebbers and former HealthSouth CEO Ri-
chard M. Scrushy also signed on to the “idiot

defense,” claiming that their clients’ subordi-
nates had pulled off the sham accounting on
their own while the bosses were busy with
‘more important things.

Early returns suggest that jurors aren’t
buying it. On Tuesday, a New York jury de-
termined that Ebbers was guilty of all nine
criminal counts of securities fraud, conspira-
¢y and lying to regulators in orchestrating
the largest accounting fraud in U.S. corpo-
rate history. ..

The total breakdown of Ebbers’ idiot de-
fense should send a powerful message to
Scrushy and Lay. Scrushy, the first corp
rate executive to be tried under provisions
of the federal Sarbanes-Oxley Act, sparked
by Enron’s failure, is pressing on with the “I
knew nothing” defense in a Birmingham,
Ala., courtroom. Lay, who will go on trial
early next year on fraud and conspiracy
charges, is so far taking the same tack.

His lawyers had best scramble for a Plan

Ignorance may be bliss in some quarters,
but not in the executive suite.

Push on to limit junk-food ads
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

Parents have a responsibility to prevent
their children from becoming overweight.
But what can they do about those ads that
saturate the airwaves on Saturday morn-
ings, exhorting kids to fill up on sugary cere-
al, drinks, candy and chips? They could turn
oﬂ the TV. They could model healthy eating
habits by resisting their own junk-food
urges. And they can pressure government
agencies lo regulate the way junk food is
hyped to ki

Last fall the Institute of Medicine, part of
the National Academy of Sciences, urged
that a conference be convened to develop
strict government guidelines for food mar-
Keting to children. Instead, the U.S. Depart-
‘ment Of Health urged voluntary action by in-
dustry. ...

Groups ranging from the American Acade-
my of Pediatrics to the World Health Organi-
zation have called for restrictions on the mar-
keting of junk food to children. The food in-
dustry can’t pretend it doesn’t know how ef-
fective its marketing efforts have been. ..

It's in every taxpayer’s interest to combat
the predatory marketing practices of
junk-food makers with the same vigor, if not
the same tools, used to end the predatory
marketing practices of the tobacco industry.
If they can get Joe Camel fired, who knows?
The Trix bunny rabbit may be next.
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Credit reports are free, if you're careful

BY MARY ANN MILBOURN
Orange County (Calif) Register

'hen J.J. Singh heard
in December that he
could get a free credit
report, he immediate-
ly went online to sign up. Within
seconds, the report appeared on
his computer screen, ready to
download and print out.

“It was excellent,” the retired
La Palma, Calif., engineer said
about the ordering process.

Ed Bushman, a retired radio
manager in Irvine, Calif., phoned
for his free credit report about
the same time as Singh went on-
line and, nearly two months later,
he’s still waiting to get it.

“They talk a good talk,” Bush-
man said about the three big cred-
it-reporting  companies.  “But
after they got all the publicity,
they dropped the ball.”

December’s launch of free an-
nual credit reports won mixed re-
views from consumers, with
some applauding the program
while others say it has fallen
short.

The aim of the program,
quired by a new federal law, is
let consumers easily check their
credit reports for inaccuracies
and any evidence of identity theft.

Credit-reporting agencies
Equifax, Experian and Tran-
sUnion had a year to put together
the joint program, but even with
all the advance planning, there
were glitches.

Most of the problems occurred
the first week, as the first of an es-
timated 40 million to 50 million
consumers in the Western states
jammed the Web site.

“The first day we had very
heavy volumes with hundreds of
thousands of people visiting the
site trying to get their report,”
said John Danaher, president of
TrueCredit, a subsidiary of Tran-
sUnion that oversees its credit re-
porting.

About 70 percent of Tran-
sUnion’s requests for reports
come online, with most of the rest
coming through a toll-free phone

Consumers confused as no-cost personal financial info becomes available

number. Just a fraction of the re-
quests are made in writing, Dana-
her said.

In response to the crush of re-
quests, the agencies say they
beefed up staffing and now most
of their Internet problems, such
as online delays and computer
crashes, appear to be resolved.

Consumers say phone requests
vary from very efficient to totally
frustrating, depending on your tol-
erance for going through an auto-
mated menu of questions and the
expertise of the customer repre-
sentative you get.

People who submit written re-
quests report getting either re-
sponse within 10 days or none at
all.

Jennette Gayer, consumer advo-
cate for the California Public In-
terest Research Group, a nonparti-
san consumer watchdog group, is
concerned that the system is un-
necessarily complicated.

“If I were to design this, I could
think of a hundred ways to make
it more consumer-friendly,”

For instance, consumers mak-
ing their request online must ask
for each report individually from
each of the three agencies. That
requires going to the official Web
site three separate times, typing
in your name, address, birth date
and Social Security number each
time, then selecting one of the
three credit agencies and answer-
ing additional questions to con-
firm your identity.

Each agency has different ques-
tions and requirements, with
some requiring very precise infor-
mation such as how much your
mortgage payment is or the name
of your employer in 1985. If your
answer is even slightly off, you
get rejected.

David Rubinger at Equifax said
all the hurdles are for consumers’
protection to ensure they are who
they say they are before getting ac-
cess to credit information.

“When you go through the pro-

cess of ordering a credit report on-
line, you need to get authenticat-
ed,” he said.

Even if you get kicked offline
you still can get your report, he
said. You just have to order by
phone or mail.

Ann Anderson was one of those
who got locked out of the Web site
and was told she would have to
call or write if she wanted a free
copy of her credit information.

Which leads to another com-
plaint — that advertising on each
agency’s free credit-report Web

site may mislead consumers into
ey must purchase
other services — like a credit
score — that they don’t need to
buy if they just want a free report.
The law that required the agen-
cies to provide the free reports al-
lowed them to advertise their
other services, but it is not always
clear on the sites that those extras
are optional and in some cases
may be a waste of money.
For instance, you probably
don’t need to know your credit
score, sometimes called a FICO

score, unless you're in the mar-
ket for a new car, house or other
major purchase. Gayer and
other consumer advocates
worry that some consumers may
not realize they can decline
these services and just get the
free report.

“You don’t have to pay the $4 or
85 for a FICO score,” Gayer said.

Another problem is that many
look-alike Web sites can be con-
fused with the official free cred-
it-report site set up by the three
credit-reporting agencies. The of-
ficial site, at www.annualcredit
report.com, is separate from the
credit-reporting agencies’ regu-
lar Web sites, where consumers
must pay to get their credit infor-
mation, and other sites with simi-
lar names, which may just be try-
ing to cash in on the program or
may be fronts for credit fraud.

Hector Gonzalez of Orange,
Calif., who works as a courier but
does investing online, may have
been one of those who was con-
fused about the official Web site.

He went to a site that talked
about free credit reports, but it re-
quired him to subscribe to a cred-
it-tracking service to get his
“free” report. He signed up for
the $70-a-year service.

“I know they were just trying to
hook me in,” Gonzalez said.

That service allowed him to
cancel within a month, which he
did, so in the end he didn’t have to

ay.

Don Girard of Experian said
some of these services may be
valuable to consumers, but none
is required in order to qualify for
a free report.

More importantly, he said, con-
sumers need to make sure they
are on the right site for their own
protection.

“If you receive something in
the mail or a telemarketing call or
an e-mail, it is probably fraudu-
lent,” Girard said. “Security was
very important to us when we de-
signed this, so your readers have
10 go to [the right site], www.annu
alcreditreport.com.”

BY LEO SHANE III

In December, as part of a settlement with federal

First Command delays deadline of refund claims

officers are

Stars and Stripes

'WASHINGTON — Lawyers handling re-
funds in the First Command Financial
Planning case have extended the deadline
for claims until June 30 to accommodate
troops serving overseas.

‘Wayne M. Secore, the attorney adminis-
tering the restitution program, said offi-
cials may push back that deadline even
further if necessary. Originally investors
had only until March 15 to recoup their
losses.

“We want to make sure everyone who is
owed money has an opportunity to col-
lect,” Secore said. “We're still having re-
quests coming in, so t.hat’s another reason
to push back the deadlin

In December, as part uf a settlement
with federal regulators, First Command

regulators, First Command agreed to refund
about $4 million in portfolio fees to customers

who bought and sold systematic investment

funds from the firm between 1999 and 2004.

agreed to refund about $4 million in portfo-
lio fees to customers who bought and sold
systematic investment funds from the
firm between 1999 and 2004.

Company officials eliminated those
funds late last year, but were already
under investigation by the Security and
Exchange Commission and the National
Association of Securities Dealers for mis-
representing the up-front costs of those in-
vestments.

Also in the settlement, First Command
paid an $8 million fine — to be used by reg-
ulators to establish an investment educa-
tion program for military personnel —
and agreed to have all advertising ap-
proved by an for

of First Command. The firm’s client total
is just under 300,000, and the majority of
its sales agents are retired military offic-
ers.

Secore said the decision to extend the
deadline even further will depend on the
level of response and questions from in-
vestors over the next three months, and if
more time could result in more customers
being helped. A number of troops serving
overseas have already contact his office,
but he said officials are concerned that
even more won't have time to inquire
about the settlement until they return

two years.

According to SEC estimates, about 40
percent of current active-duty general of-
ficers, about one-third of the commis-
sioned officers, and about 16 percent of

rom
Investors with additional questions can

contact his office at secore@secore-

waller.com.Visit http://www.nasd.com/

for more information.

E-mail Leo Shane at: shanel@stripes.osd.mil
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Never too late to save for frugal retirement

Q: I am a 60-year-old computer program-
mer who has endured some bumpy years.

Thave no cash in the bank and no money
in retirement funds, which were cashed
out along the way. What I do have is debt:
credit cards, a mortgage and a small auto
payment.

1 recently landed a job after a period of
unemployment that allows me to start seri-
ously paying off the credit cards, but there
is no retirement plan.

1 know you have good advice about put-
ting pennies away and over 30 years or so
they will become big bucks, but I don’t
think I will have 30 years. And so my ques-
tion is: Is it too late for me?

A: If your dream is to buy a fancy yacht
and sail the world, then, yes, it's probably
too late for you to build a retirement nest
egg that would support that lifestyle.

If your dream is simply to retire some-
day, then it may not be too late, as long as
you’re willing to make difficult choices.

As a guidebook, pick up a copy of “Your
Money or Your Life” by Joe Dominguez
and Vicki Robin. This book describes the
strategies and lifestyles of people who radi-
cally altered their ideas about how much
money they need to live. Many retired in
their 50s, 40s or even younger or at least
switched to part-time work they enjoyed.

These are not folks who drive luxury
cars or ski Aspen in the high season. Most

FRIDAY’'S MARKET MARY
e ]

lead extraordinarily frugal lives. But
they’ve unchained themselves from the
work-spend cycle that keeps many people
stressed and in debt.

You actually have an advantage that
younger advocates of this “financial inde-
pendence” movement lack: You
soon will have a gudrdnteed
source of income. The annual
statement you should be getting
each year from the Social Securi-
ty Administration will show how
much you can expect to get each
‘month if you retire at 62, 65 or 70.

If you can ratchet your expens-
es down to the smallest amount
shown (the benefit at age 62), then
conceivably you could retire in g
two years. More likely, you
wouldn’t want to live on quite that
little, and will want a few more
working years to pay off your
debs, build up your funds and increase
your future Social Security benefits.

To get to your goal, you will probably
need to make drastic changes in how much
you spend now, as well as in retirement.
You may need to move to a cheaper area
(again, now or in retirement), and you may
have to watch your pennies for as long as
you live.

That may sound grim, but lots of people
live on small, fixed incomes in retirement
and still manage to have happy lives.

Money Talk

£ I
Liz Pulliam Weston

EXCHANGE RATES

Q: I've been working at cleaning up my
credit report, but a collection agency
keeps changing the date on my oldest
debts so they look more recent than they
really are.

These debts are all more than seven
years old and should have fallen
off my report by now. But they’re
still there, depressing my credit
score. What can I do?

A: The tactic of changing delin-
quency dates on old debts is
called “re-aging,” and it’s illegal.
One collection agency, NCO
Group, was recently fined $1.5
million for re-aging accounts; that
is the largest civil penalty ever ob-
tained under the Fair Credit Re-
porting Act.

Your first step is to write a let-
ter to the credit bureaus that are

orting the inaccurate informa-
tion. Make it clear that the collection agen-
cy has illegally re-aged the accounts and
ask that the accounts be deleted from your
files. Send this, and all other correspon-
dence about the matter, by certified mail,
return receipt requested. You'll want to
keep a good paper trail.

Unfortunately, the bureaus may make
only a cursory check with the collection
agency, which will probably insist that the
information is accurate. You will then need

to dispute the accounts dlrecrly with the
collector, pointing out that re-aging is ille-
gal and insisting that the agency provide
the correct delinquency dates to the bu-
reaus.

Debt expert Gerri Detweiler recom-
mends sending copies of your letter to the
Federal Trade Commission, your state’s at-
torney general, your U.S. senators and con-
gressional representative and the Better
Business Bureau in the city where the col-
lection agency is located.

The collection agency “may decide they
don’t want any more trouble and resolve it
for her,” said Detweiler, founder of Stop-
DebtCollectorsCold.com. “If not, she will
need an attorney.”

It would be nice if you could solve the
problem by paying the old debt. But that
probably would make matters worse, be-
cause the payment would make the delin-
quencies look even more recent to the
FICO credit scoring formula that most
lenders use.

Besides, a collection agency shouldn’t be
rewarded for using such sleazy and illegal
tactics.

Liz Pulliam Weston is the author of “Your Credit _
Score: How to Fix, Improve and Protect the 3-
Number That Shapes Your Financial Future.” Ques-
tions for Money Talk can be sent to her at 3940
Laurel Canyon BIvd., No. 238, Studio City, CA 91604,
or at http://www.lizweston.com. She regrets that
she cannot respond personally to queries.

% _YTD B2-wk C ] H
Name Last ng % Ghg % cho ) Money tip of the day
‘Dow Jones Industrials 10,629.67 +03 42 +435 e
m ﬁnnes Transportation 3, zgﬂ 55
Jones. - s s s
Job outlook optimist
ey 0D OoutlooK optImistiC
Ng%d;gnﬂnmnnslle
336 29 S&p Midcap 2 w uz sz i MarketWatch ter of 2005,” said Barbara Beck,
656.11 gmﬂirﬁ?émsaau g Hu & SANT! CISCO — Wond Manpower’s executive vice pres-
" - . s RAN — Wonder-  jdent for the North America re-
Israel (Shekel. . i i il H i
ing what hiring will look like in
NYSE NAsDAQ Japan (Yen) . 104,68 g g 7 gion. ) )
Kuwait (Dinar) . 2919 the second quarter? Expect For the past five quarters, in-
rone. 3
MosT ACTIVE ($1 or wore) | MOST ACTIVE (51 or wore) | MOST ACTIVE ($1 or nore) impines (Pe: more of the same cautious opti-  cJyding the upcoming second
Name Vol (00) _Last Last Chg | Name Vol (00) cho bia mism, to the lalesl quarter, the net hiring outlook
i 545 L5 SR sebi 1185t icrosoft 13191302631 Out-
Gemflc 41793 B +51|SemMn GG 44 28 |Ouoe  DEes 115 look has ranged from 20 percent to
et W8 28 00| P M 291 14| Nesaloow l0aasi 3esl ze 0ok survey. 21 percent.
Ciop  391% 4685 -39 | SIR2000 108834 12380 i ool ZAL fand (Ba) b2 ty t of
M hmEr Mg THa i, B 8|S e the oo, s hileemployers are it
on 65 4 i 7 i -
TooWm M3 670 +I0|Suman S 10m 105 man gls ini am| | vl b“m‘““S{g'"E'S at ""“,alw 5 | | ployers plan to hire in the sec- ing, they're a bit more prudent
izer 2L 258 |s OiSVHT 4315 9540  +61 | AppleCs 380 206 71 g facities n the count o issuance ond quarter, the same percent-  than in years past.
Doralfin 280942 2150 dbos 99 S0 +0s|ebys MR k0 an r Japan, South Korea, Germany, the | | oo oo lanned to hire in the first i~ .
NewsCpAn 231649 1800 et WaxCps 35717 1921  +26 | SiriusS 55 5. 09 ;‘;‘ teriands, ant ";niyug;tcehanggﬂr;{& 8¢ o D! 4 about 1o the ‘They are willing to hire when
| o uarter, and about equal to the heir  t
i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa- d , someone on their team can
), check with your local military bank 20 percent who planned to hire  prove to them they need to hire,
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter- il . i
KEv DEFENSE STOCKS Y Kev MuTuAL Funps Y Bahk rates provided for reference wh in the year-ago survey. as opposed to speculating and
Name i NV B ey Al foures are forelon Manpower’s seasonally adjust- ~ hiring to anticipated demand,”
‘Alliant Technosystem |vest: Grolne 151 British pound, which is represented in ed net employment numbers Beck said. “It truly has become
S 0009 ﬁ;}:” e e, Frd ol 4o Rorgsh and the euro, which is measure the percentage of firms ~ more of a fact-based exercise.”
o m'dsgfn = Amer Cen:: 5'1“6:’1‘:\:1:: u1 planning to hire minus those in- Job seekers eyeing recent em-
eeral Dyramics: rady sty 1552 tending layoffs. It does not mea-  ployment data may be a bit con-
aliburton Frank/Temp Frk A uCpGrA 2330 sure the number of jobs. Man-  fused.
s su; 3 E::}:g Imes U5l e power surveys about 16,000 U.S. The labor market created
hfc Kcnmbmms el Advior T:GroppT 2985 on their hmng plans  about 262,000 new jobs in Febru-
& e & el quarter ary, the' largest monthly in-
ns:&"w.& . 3 e ARy 1378 “The message that s loud and _ crease since Octoger, according
Tomnduments b y 5 | M imesment & Wehghp 1267 clear is that employers are sig- to the US. r Department
Tl M0 2 B4 ko | Sadefmsinins 3 prime rate . naling their intention to contin- At the same time, the unem-
oges 1 : 4| pld B i g@gﬂ,a‘ ,“f"ﬂds e ue hiring at the same pace inthe ~ ployment rate rose to 5.4 per-
et i Samort Bl second quarter 2005 as they cent last month from 5.2 percent
3 ¥ ear ! X ¢
jaddarnssoeel sources e RSsoaiated Bress Banic of in the first quar-  in January.

Discover why
so many people
are saying...

| FirstCommand

www.FirstCommand.com

FINANCIAT PLANNING

SirC




PAGE 22

 STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

Sunday, March 20, 2005

Sunday Horoscope

The week starts with the spring
equinox, a celebration of nature’s
renewal and rebirth. The solar
journey into Aries brings the day
and night into perfect balance.
Then, light overtakes the darkness
little by little as each day progress-
es. Feminine and mascu-
line energy find equilibri-
um, too, and men and
women enjoy mutual
respect.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(March 20). You wil it,
and you become it. You
can translate success in
one area of your life to
another in April. Steady
gains in your career give
you a well of confidence to

Holiday Mathis

need and can accurately assess
who is able and willing to give that
1o you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You are a complex creature. You
can't expect everyone to under-
stand you on every level, and
some people may never
“get’ you. But that one
kindred soul will be your
rock. Trust the relation-
ship.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). You've had your
doubts about your neigh-
borhood lately, but when
you go beyond the riffraff
there is a vibrant commu-
nity out there, worthy of
your active .

draw from. Your property
increases in value in June. Vaca-
tion with a sweetheart in August.
Singles are introducing someone
to the folks in the early summer.
Sagittarius and Taurus are love
signs.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Whatever your age, you feel a part
of a new generation — fresh, full of
ideas, and free of the cynicism that
encumbers others. Friends remind
you why you chose them in the
first place.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Acknowledge those close to you,
even if it seems unnecessary.
Don't make the mistake of believ-
ing that a relationship, once estab-
lished, will always be there even if
you neglect it.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Love is the last thing on your mind.
But bring it to the front. Consider
that romance needs equal parts
breathing room and attentiveness.
Too much of one or the other
knocks the relationship off balance.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
So much of what happens in your
romantic situation is happening on
an unconscious level. Sensitize
yourself to subtleties that will clue
you in to how to please your part-
ner.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Its a
brave day — you're not afraid of
being the “bad guy.” Your bound-
aries and ions are very

Get involved.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You're too busy creating the life
you want to notice that someone
else is pining away for you. There
is romantic potential there. Still, be
sure to see people for who they
are and not for who you want them
to be.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Projects are challenging.
Don't worry about being correct so
much as being passionate and
committed. Strengthen your faith.
All magic springs from your con-
nection with the universal source.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). That all-consuming event or
person in your life could take over
if you're not careful. Don't forget
your routines, your habits, your
friends and the things you do to
take care of your mind, body and
spirit. It's still important.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You don't have a need for big

drama, but someone close o you
does. So when the “passion play”
starts, view it with a sense of de-
tached humor. Don't get sucked in.
This is not reality.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You're trying to compromise, be
compassionate and, of course, be
tolerant. However, certain people
can't help but push you to the limit
— it's their nature. If it crosses
your boundaries or hurts your
feelings, just say “no way!”

clear now. You know what you

Creators Syndicate
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Caring for demanding mother
and rest of family too taxing

Dear Abby: My mother is 80
and still lives by herself.

She has had three strokes in
the last two years, and her memo-
ry is very bad. She is also very
stubborn and belligerent. She
really belongs in an assisted-liv-
ing facility; however,
she refuses to go to one.
She says she’ll kill her-
self first.

I manage Mama’s
finances. I also make
her doctor’s appoint-
ments, transport her
there, take her to the
pharmacy, the grocery
store, etc. I do all Ma-
ma’s driving because
she can’t leave the block
she lives on without
getting lost.

Mother depends on me for
everything, and she hates my
husband of 18 years, who treats
us both like gold. She would
never admit it, but she hates him
because he’s physically disabled
and it keeps me from giving her
all my time and attention.

Mama tries to make me feel
guilty by acting like she’s com-
pletely helpless. There are a lot
of things she could do for herself,
but she refuses. 'm always
stressed out over her, on top of
the load I'm carrying with my
husband and daughter. Have you
any suggestions?

— Stressed to the Max in Tulsa

Dear Stressed: You are a con-

Dear Abby

scientious, dutiful daughter.
However, people can spread
themselves only so thin without it
beginning to affect their health.

If your mother’s reasoning had
not been already affected by
strokes and dementia, she would
realize that fact. The
time has come to call
her doctor and discuss
what alternatives might
be available in caring
for her. Assisted living
would be ideal, but only
if she could adjust to it.

If it would be too
traumatic, perhaps a
part-time caregiver
could be hired through
senior services in your
community.

Dear Abby: 1 was in
a serious car accident back in
1986 and have been living with
the facial scars ever since.

I hate the way I look and
would like to see if a doctor can
improve my appearance. The
problem is, my husband doesn’t
want me to talk to a doctor.

Yes, I had the scars when [
met my husband 15 years ago. I
have lived with the deformities
for a very long time. But not a
day goes by that I don’t think
about how I could look if T had
ﬁurgery to improve my appear-

I don’l know if m;

but when it comes to my hus-
band “needing” a boat, Jeep or
snowmobile — or whatever suits
his fancy at the time — money is
never a problem.

T have money from the car
accident, and if there were any
costs for the surgery, it wouldn’t
have to come out of my hus-
band’s paycheck. I cannot ex-
press to you how bad I feel about
myself, but my husband does
know. Do you think I should see
a doctor to find out if surgery is
an option for me, or should I just
accept the way I am and not
think about improving my ap-
pearance?

— Scarred and Confused in
Philadelphia

Dear Scarred: By all means
consult a plastic surgeon.

You deserve to be the best that
you can be. However, when you
do, please understand that it
could change the dynamics of
your relationship with your hus-
band. It appears that he has a
vested interest in keeping you
Just as you are, and the reason
‘may be that he is afraid he will
lose you if you look different.
Some sessions with a marriage
counselor might put his fears to
rest. Much depends upon his own
level of self-esteem.

Letters for this column — with your

mber ~ shouldbe
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. 0,
£05 Angeles CA 50065, Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at

would cover the costs of surgery,

Universal Press Syndicate

Sudden snoring could be bad
for woman’s health, family life

Dear Annie: My wife,
“Sarah,” and I had a wonderful
life together and were very
happy until she started snoring. I
know it sounds crazy, but this
has changed our lives.

Sarah’s snoring means she
can't sleep through the night, and
she’s irritable in the
morning. This loving,
caring woman is now too
tired for her usual daily
routine.

She used to be full of
life, but now she gets
sleepy in the afternoons
and doesn’t have enough
energy to pick up the
kids from school or
attend their after-school
events.

Her snoring affects
me as much as it does
her. The noise keeps me up, and
1, too, am not getting a full
night’s rest. I've started snapping
at the kids and feel run-down all
the time. Sarah and I have gone
from having a wonderful, inti-
mate sex life to sleeping in sepa-
rate rooms, on opposite sides of
the house.

I've spoken to her about seeing
a doctor, but she’s convinced her
snoring is minor and thinks I
should be able to live with it, like
she does. She says she can’t do
anything about it.

T've read information from the

Annie’s Mailbox

National Sleep Foundation (sleep-
foundation.org) that says snoring
can be a symptom of more seri-
ous problems, including sleep
apnea, which can be dangerous
and even life-threatening if not
treated.
How do I convince Sarah that
she needs help?
— Sleeping Beauty’s
Husband
Dear Husband: You
are right to be con-
cerned. Without treat-
ment, sleep apnea can
cause cardiovascular
disease, memory prob-
lems, sexual dysfunc-
tion, weight gain and
more, not to mention the
possibility of Sarah
having a car accident
because she isn’t com-
pletely awake. Insist
that she talk to her doctor, or you
will call the doctor’s office your-
self and pass along the informa-
tion for her next checkup. If she
won't do it for herself, ask her to
do it for the well-being of your
marriage and for your children.

Dear Annie: 1 read the letter
from the parole officer who
advised a woman to protect her
granddaughter who was writing
to inmates. Please continue to
print letters on that theme, along
with solid advice from experts
who know the score.

T knew a nice, single woman
who began exchanging letters
with an inmate. Notice the use of
the past tense. This woman
thought she was being kind and
helpful, and over a couple of
years, a friendship developed.
She eventually began to drive to
the prison to visit. The prisoner
was charming and very upfront
about his past. They fell in love.
A year later, he was released,
and she invited him to stay at her
home.

She believed they would
marry. Instead, she went through
a brief and brutal period of
abuse that ended in her death.

Please tell your readers who
want to help these lonely men to
work only through a strictly
organized, well-established
group, and never, ever, give out
personal information.

— A California Reader

Dear California: You may
have saved a life by vhanng your
horrifying story and warning our
readers about the dangers of
corresponding with inmates.
Thank you.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Annie’s Mailbox, /o Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate
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Ricky’s Tour is drawn by Mike Jones, an enlisted Navy Journalist. Email r|<kys!oul@yuhoo.com

Girls & Sports

Downrur.\g.e is drawn by Jeffery Hall. Check out AND THE VERDICT: WHY ARE YOO IT'S THE BEST
the Web site: www.downrangeweb.com. NOT GUILTY GOYS WATCHING WAY TO FOLLOW
COURT TV? THE NFL IN THE

OFF-SEASON

Web site of the week

Want the perks of being a
big-game hunter without
the mess? Get a head at
http://animalhead.com.
They've got eve rything
froman aardvark, right, to
an allosaurus.

Gils & Sports is ponned by Andrew Feinstein and Justin Borus. Email :reﬂ!ors@glrlsﬂndspoﬂs.com
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When this puzzle is completed, solve the maze in the grid, traveling through the openings in the squs
beginning at 69-Across, ending at 103-Down .. and passing over the word spelled at 71-Across 18
times. As you proceed, the consecutive letters of 71-Across will always be in their correct order, in

straight lines reading forward, backward, up or down.

ACROSS S8Term 114 Epitome of 17Parks in Alabama
1Speakine sites S9Set simplicity 18“Every man will be
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37See to alabmaze? 6Gland prefix (unique) %
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Sunday
I-Sports, 9 a.m.-Golf: Bay Hill Invitation-
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Monday
AFN- Allﬂn“r.. 1 a.m.-College basketball:
AA women's tournament, first round, Vir-
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-‘Snoﬂs, 1:30 a.m.-NBA: Houston at Min-
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stantings; games ST Ron ot lague
teams do not.

iday's games
Alanta 1, CIEveIRA 8
Boston 5, Florida @3
Horida (55)2 St. Lou
Baltimore W aneso(a Y593

ngel sas
Ghicago Wi Sox 11 “hidago cubs s
Detroit 13, H

Roronto: FanaBa n
Philadelphia 7, Pitsbor

AR 5 & MO0t (55)2

ts 2 te, 10imings

Washington 2, N.Y, Mo
Cmcmnaﬂ( s,

urday's
Bammorevsjos(c atFort Myers, Fla.
Toronto vs. 3t Kissimmee, Fla:

Atlanta (s5) 2Bt af Lakeland, P
, Cincinnatl at sarasota, Fia.
Y Bdgers . S Louts at S
Hc\eve\am G35 vs. Washington at Viera,
Philadelphia (ss) vs. Atlanta (ss) at Kissim-
mee, Fla.
philadelphia (ss) vs. Tampa Bay at St Pe-
tersbur
Tiow Voricvankees () vs. Cleveland (59
at Winter Haven, Fla

florida vs, .. Mets at Port st. Lucie, Fla.
Pittsburgh vs. New York Yankees (3s) at
Tampa, n

\gels vs. Texas at Surprise, Ariz.
Ehicans cubs 453 5. Sakian at Phognix
Gakiand (ss) vs. Colorado at Tucson, Ariz.

Arizona (59) vs, Seaitie af peor
hicago Cubs (55) at Mesa,

Kansas City vs. Chicago White Sox at Tuc-

6go (55) vs. San Francisco at Scotts-

an Diego vs. Minor League Future All-S at
Yuma, Ariz.

College basketba

und
o March 16

Western Michigan 54 Marquette 40

Holy Cross 78, Notre |

Texas Christian' sa Mlam\ zomu) 58
Georgetown 64 B
Memphis 90, Northeastern 3
Vanderbit &7, ndias
Tex AN 85, Clemson 75
aryland 85, Oral Roberts 72
Thursday, March 17
UNLV 89, Arlzona State 78

8
Cal State Fullerton & at San Francisco 69

tay, M:
Buffalo (23.3) at SaiftJosephs (20-1)
Davidson (22:9)"at Southwest” Missourl
state (19-12)
Westorn ventucky (224 at wichita state
1:9)

gpSecond Round

VlrglmaTech e ath tMem s 20-15)
‘exas A&M (20-9) at DePaul (20-10)

" Monday, March 21 -
Texas Christian (20-13) at Western Michi-

gan (20-1)

N Vsa(nderbwll (19-13) vs. W. Kentucky/Wichi-
a

arch 22
Vs CS  Fullerton

(z?elo;ge!own i
UNLV (17-13) vs. South Carolina (16-13)
jednesday, March 23
Maryland  (17-12) 'vs. SW  Missouri
st./Davidson

Holy Cross (256) vs. Buffalo/Saint Jo-
eph’s

Men’s NCAA Div. Il tournament

uarterfinals

esday, March
ant 238 Rt St G54y
Tar\emr\ State (24-8) vs. Cal Poly Pomona

(zgﬂﬁm State (29-3) vs. Virginia Atlantic
Lynn @89 vs. Fndlay (303
Semifinals

‘Thursday, March 24
Bryant/Mount Olive Vs. Tarleton State/Cal
Poly Pomona
Metro State/Virginia
Lynn/Findlay

Men’s NCAA Div. III tournament

da: an 18

Rochester 6 CaRin
el SEeen eCat vork, pa. 58
‘Saturday, March 19

Atlantic  vs.

York, Pa. (27-4) vs. Calvin (26-7)
iampionship
Wis.-Stevens Pt. (28-3) vs. Rochester (25-4)
Men’s NAIA Div. | tournament
First Ro

Wednesday, March 1
Oklahoma City 77, vs. Mobile 74

n 80, Bre:

oot 7 o nle e 20

Azusa pacifc 8 Houston Bapilst 72
tarch 17

Robert Morris-Chicago 81, Xavier, NO 79
ok\a.BapllsUE Westminster, Uta
George! - Southwestern 62

s Lubhock Christian 66

Shreveport 19, Cumberland, Ky. 75, 20T
Southern Poly St 86, Voorhee:
TonSrowns 8- nton, Jomnc 33
Biola 76, Missouri Baptist 70

Foecon Hnum}s

St Xavier 78, 0% Y
o Shont o iy
EDr3etown Ky, 57 ONaora Baptst 75
Robert Morris Chicago 105, Cal. Baptist 71

Asan Pacivc 100, Oklahoma Chrician 93,

Iohn Brown 61, LsU Shreveport 56
Biola 65, Southern Poly St.
0

uarterfinals
Saturday, March 19
St. Xavier (30-6) vs, Carroll, Mont. (27-6)
own, Ky. (28:5) vs. Robert Mor-

corget
ris-Chicago (28-
Mountain St. (31-3) vs. Azusa Pacific (27-5)
John Brown (21-11) vs. Biola (28-7)
NCAA Women’s tournament
PHILADELPHIA REGIONAL
First Round

Saturday, March 19
lorth Carolina State (21-7) vs. Middle Ten-

nessee State (23-8)

lges Teeh @27 vs. Texas-Arington

Sunday, March
New Mexico o e Burdue (1612
Tennessee (26-4) vs. Western Carolina

Temple @3 v Louisiana Tech (209)
Rutgers : 3
SRR vs Hu\y Crass S0-10)
Gariand 19} isconsin-Green Bay

Second Round,

onday,
n carolia sta(e/mdd\e Tennessee
state vs. Texes TechTetas Aring

T/ennessee/weslem Carolna vs. New Mex-
ico/P

ford vs. Maryland/Wisconsin-Green Bay—0-
hio Staie/Holy Cross

y, March 29
Championship.
CHATTANOOGA nsamun
oun

Tocas QL8 1o orJ Ropers 028)
Georgia (22-9) Vs, Rice (24-8)

unday, March 20
Oklahoma (17-12) V4 Arizona (19-11)
LSU (29-2) vs, Stetson (17-
DePaul (25-4] vs ngmmTEch ar-1n)
penn state ty (24-6)
BN 08 e, canigius
Boston Collegg (19:9) vs. & Hous(on (21-8)

iorch 21
Georgia/Ricg Vs, Texas/ora\ oberts

SR oy Arizon
Fech vs. benn state/Liber-

Y.
Boston ceuege/Housmn vs. Duke/Cani-
sius

Lsustetson GriaRoma/ANZona vs. Dep-

ton Colegeonstonbuke/Can:
M h28
Championship
KANSAS CITY REGIONAL
First Round
saturday,March19
Southern California (19-10) vs. Louisville

@28)
Michigan State (28:3) us. Alcom State

lowa state (3.6 vs. Utah 25°7)

Stanford (29-2) vs. anlacara( 13)
Qhapsas sState @) v . Bowling Green

Vanderbilt (22-7) vs. Montana (22-7)

Connecticut (23-7) vs. Dartmouth (17-10)
Florida State (23-7) vs. Richmond (23-7)
smnd frount

ichigan SRR MERZ\e southern
california/Lousvilie
lowa state/Utah us.Stanford/Santa Clara
fiferen
State/Bowlin: Green

uesday, March 22
Floida St State/Richmona. vs.  Connecti-
cut

Michigan S
california/Louisvil
tana—Kansas State/Bowiing Green

Fla. _State/Richmond—Connecticut/Dart-
mouth vs. lowa State/Utah—Stanford/Santa

Clara
Tuesday, March 29
Championship
TEMPE REGIONAL
rst Round
y
. Old

/s. St. Francis, Pa (
Arizona State 05 v e ety

Notre Dame (26-5) vs. UC Santa Barbara

Baylor (27-3) vs. Ilinois State (13-17)
Texas Christian (Z39) v, Oredon (209)

unday,
North Carolina (27-3) vs. Coppin State
@7

@28)

issippi (19-10) vs. George Washington
Second Round

) Monday, March 21
Virginia/Old Dominion vs. Minnesota/st.

Francis, Pa.
Arizona State/Eastern Kentucky vs. Notre
me/UC Santa Barbara

Texas Christian/Oregon vs. Baylor/llinois

y, March 22
North Carol R aapin State vo.
pi/George Washington,

Saturday, Mard
Nortn Care olina/Coppin- State—Mississip-
pi/George Washington  'vs. _Arizona

Slate/Easter Kentucky—Notre Dame/UC

Santa Ba
Virginia/Old _Dominion—Minnesota/st.

Francis, Pa. Texas Christian/Ore’

gon—Baylor/ilinois State

College hockey

conference tollrnamenls

sissip-

Ida{ Viareh 18
Cornell 3, Vert

Harvard 4, ce\ga«ea 201
Saturday, March 1¢
championship
Cornell vs. Harvard
Third Place
Vermont vs. Colgate
WCHA
Semifinals
Friday, March 18
Denver2 North Dakota 1, OT
Minnesota vs. Colorado College

Denver vs. Minaetoncabrado College
winner

Place.
innesota-Colorado Col-

North Dakota vs.
lege loser

National
weSBening Round
esday, March 16
Buffalo 81, Drexe\ 76, 0T

saint Joseph's 53, Hofstra 44
Davidson 17, Virnia Commonwealth 62
Wichita tafe 85 Houston

Socthwest Missour, Siare 105, Rice 82
Western Kentucky 88, Kent State 80, OT
San Francisco
S Fullerton 85, Gregon State 83, 0T

Tech vs.

i
statc/Holy Cross

ryland/Wisconsin-Green Bay vs. Ohio
e

Carolma sta(e/mmd\e Tennessee
stataTeas Tod Arlington vs. Ter
Ressee/Westorn Carolna--New Mexico/Pur-

lue winner
Temple/Louisiana  Tech—Rutgers/Hart-

Michigan3, Alaska ahanie 1
ot.4.Hic

Saturday, March 19
Championship
Michigan vs. Ohig St

rd Plac
Alaska-Fairbanks ve. Michigan st.

Hockey East

rch 18
Roston call ca\legez Néamel 20T

H
.nmplonsh

day. MBIJ 19

Boston Cc\lege vs. New Hamps|

Atlantic Hockey Association

mifinals
Friday, March 18

Quinniplac 4, Bentle g

Mercyfurst 4 Holy Cross 3, OT

turday, M:
Quinnipiac V2 Myt

Tennis

Pacific Life Open

Leyton Hewit G, A Aicosia, def. Andre
Agashi O, United Stites, walkover.

Andy Raddick (), United states, de. Car-
105 Mova (7, Spain, &7 (4), &

Kim Clijsters, ae\gmm. et Elena pemen-
tieva (4), Russia, 6-4,

Lindsay Daverport (1), United States, det.
Maria Sharapova (3), Russia, 6-0, 6-0.

Boxin

U.S. Amateur

iay
Colorado Springs, Colo.
Semifinals
106

Yincent Montoya, Cheyenne, Wy
Roberto Castillo, Camp Lejeune, N

Marco Rangdl’ Scottsdale, i
Teddy Padii L2 vegas. 1

dec.

Raushee Warren. Cincinnati, dec. Teon
Kefinody, hiladelphia,

Kovon, Mgt Vit ca
Thornton, Colo., 25-11.

dec. Joe Silva,

Sytel, Wilbarn, Los Angeles, dec. David
Ciahesan b ego, 1

By Rl . Capitl Heights, Md., dec.
Troy Wohosky, Médford, Ore.,

Richayd Baltazar, Callfornia, dec. Chris
Green Asbury
Tk Dt Gleveland, dec. Ray Robinson,
Phadelp 145

Michael Evans, Dayton, Ohio, dec. Stan
Martynionk, Antelope,

Sovaihan Gover, San Antoro, dec. Jason
Rosario, Miami, 26-20,

Karl_Dargan, Philadéiphia, dec. Hector
Ramos, Lackland Air Force Base,

Charles Hatley, Dallas, dec, Willie Nelson,
Cleveland, 16-15.
Daniel Jacobs, Brogkiyn, .Y, dec. Boyd

Melson, Fort Carson, Colo.,
Demerius Andrade, Conectici,dec. Aus-
tin Trout, Las Cruces, N.M., 18-10.

Johnathan Nelson, Little Rock, Ark, dec.
shawn Est;ada Lynwo%d caw. i2-10.
duin_Ro

driguez, England, dec.

Cepeda, Miari,
offfandon Gonzaler, San e, Callt, dec.
r Downs, Schofield Barracks, Ha-

" Wikam Rosinksy, New York, dec. Maurice
Louishomme, Colorado Springs, Colo., 21-3.

Hom Fonseca, Driscoll, Texas, dec.
Derek zugm, La Grange I\I Zl 22

Anthony Granc dec Marcus

Henry, Cockeyswl\e‘ Md ¥ 1

Travis Kauffman, Reamng Pa, dec. Grego-
o, Gorbin Dallas, I

& Wison: dentral point, Ore,, dec. Al
e84 Vi, Cake Charie, a1

Semifinals

Chantel Cordova, Pueblo West, Colo.,
stopped Stephanie Gonzales, Poteet, Texas,

‘Adri Harding, San Diego, dec. Colleen Loo,
st. Mililani, Hawail, 3-0 (paper scoring).

Suzannah Warner, New York, stopped
Valerie Duran, Houston, RSCO-

Bianca Ledesma, Van Orny, Texas, dec.
Erica Zarate, Toledo, Ohio, 26-20.

Cheryl Houlihan, Nashville, Tenn, stopped
samantha Sanchez, ilinois, RSCO-3.

Michelle Turner, irvington, N.J, dec. Eliza-
beth Garcia, Los Angeles, 23-22.

Celsa Reyes, Cheynne, W,
nig Dejesus, Toledo, Ohio,

ng, Trenton, N.J. dec. Kalsha
Was, versige. a6

. stopped Bon-

[cole silveira, Peabody, Mass., won on
walkover over Kayla Kay Combs, Lubbock,
Texas, W/O Vanessa Juarez, Fort Worth,
Texas, stopped Hannah Guillard, Atlanta,

125
Jennifer Han, €l Paso, Texas, dec. Jennifer
Barber, Northridge, Calif, 23-17 Melissa fobr
onn.,
Kiinefelter, lowa City, jowa, 13-9.

Lissette Medel, Maywood, Calif. dec. Ange-
lina Vasquez, Austin, Texas, 15-

Jshley Barnett, Clovecian, dec. Tiffany
Bone, Salinas, Calif., 15-5.

Lena Taylor, Urlandc, Fla, dec. Anca
Neagu, Austin, Tex:

T Aetyan, Posaders, caif, dec. De-
siree Mistretta, New York, 20-15.

Elizabeth Quevado, Commerce, _Calif.
stopped Grace Kelly,'Camp Lejeune, N.C..

Iris Piche, Pasadena, Texas, dec. Raven
Roytblat, Brooklyn, N.Y., 15-14.

Tiffany Jungt, New_Orieans, stopped

Bambi Manizo, Bayto 0-2.
Charmame Eartington, Fort Walton Beach,

Fla, dec; Heather Hutcfins, Goiden Valley,
irn., 18-

Franchon Crews, Baftmore, stopped Ala-
na Huggins, Fort wmn ex

achiica, Ariz, dec.
Emry Hernander, St - 716

Tyler Lordwider, perry, Wi, smnpeu
chisting Redcil Tuia, Okia, s

e ot Marero: Las won on
gyer over Sofya Lamanakds, Turmer vk,

Tameka Stephens, rriotte, NC. dec.
Tanzee Daniel New York 8.7,

e @ibbon, Honolul, Hawali, stopped
Taniqueka Harvey, Cinton, M RSC

Bay HiII Invilational

AtBay mll l:luh and Lodge

orse
cnmpl%ledﬁrgs\ Iiound

joe Og
Briny Baird
Graeme McDowell

Aaron Baddeley
Bernhard Langer
reg Ower
Patrick Sheehan -
Richard Green -
sstin -

Geoff Ogil -

o
B
FEasz E
537 7 8 EEH 238758 353
AR AR ROD AR

.

3
petctid 5o 4
F2225820

Jeff Maggert
a-Michael Sim

Safeway International

7132 -1
134 -1

Lorena Ochoa
S00-Yun Kang
Sorenstam

Karrie Webb
Toshiba Senior Classic
Friday
At Newport Beach Cnuntw Club
ort Beacl if.

Purse: $1.65 million
Yardage: 6,571; Par 71 (35
First Round
Gil Morgan -
Tom Jeniins -

5
SRagzes
gtoesity
5 £

Mark Johnson
TCL Clas:
Saturdaﬁy
At Yalong Bay Golf Club
nya, China
Purse: $1 million
‘'Yardage: 7,097; Par: 72

oun
Chawalit Plaphol, Thailand  64-70-66-200
Paul Casey, Engl -68-68—200
Colin Montgomerie, Scotland ~67-65-68—200
‘Thomas Bjorn, k -67-68—201
Terry Pilkadaris, Australia -67-68—201

ng W 02
Keith Horne, South Afri -66-67—202
1vo Giner, Spai -66-69-202
Alejandré Quiroz, Mexico -65-72-202
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BY PAUL J. WEBER
The Associated Press

DALLAS — Don Nelson, the
second-winningest coach in
NBA history, resigned as coach
of the Dallas Mavericks on Sat-
urday and turned the team over
to protégé Avery Johnson.

Nelson said the change is
what's best for the organization.

“ see a little slippage as a
team,” he said. “The team is just
responding better to Avery at
this point.”

The 64-year-old Nelson also
had the tifle of general manag-
er, but most of those duties were
done by his son, Donnie, the
team’s president of basketball
operations. The elder Nelson

Nelson steps down
as coach of Mavs

will stay with the team as a con-
sultant.

Johnson, who retired in train-
ing camp has coached the team
for 13 games this season, first
while Nelson had shoulder sur-
gery, then recently when Nelson
took time off to be with his wife
after she had an operation.
Johnson has also run practices
since training camp and had
some test runs as the coach with
Nelson serving as his assistant.

His first game was Saturday
night at home against Charlotte.

Dallas went into it 42-22 and
in good position to get the fourth
seed in the Western Conference
playoffs, which would give it
home-court advantage in the
first round.

Celtics stop Rockets
for sixth straight win

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — The Boston Celt-
ics are playing their best basket-
ball. They're playing so well, in
fact, that they went on the road
and ended Houston's six-game
winning streak.

“We are becoming an elite
team and we are doing it because
guys are sacrificing and sharing
the ball,” Paul Pierce said after
Mark Blount came off the bench
and matched his season high with
22 points to lead the Celtics to
their season-best sixth straight
victory, 103-92 over the Rockets
on Friday night.

Boston has won 10 of its last 11.

“This was another test for us.
Houston was as hot as us, and
maybe even hotter, and we came
in and got the win,” Pierce said.

The Celtics never trailed after
the first minute and led comfort-
ably for most of the game.

“It was a great game for us and
a test of where our team is,”
Ricky Davis said. “Houston has
been playing really well lately,
but we had it the whole game. We
were making our shots and play-
ing together as a team.”

Boston had six players score in
double figures. Antoine Walker
had 18, Davis 15, Pierce 12, Tony
Allen 11 and Gary Payton 10.

The Celtics’ bench outscored
Houston’s 52-27.

“Mark Blount was great for us.
He really helped open our offense
by hitting his outside shots,” Bos-
ton coach Doc Rivers said. “We
did a great job of executing our of-
fense. We wanted to run a lot of
pick-and-rolls to push Yao Ming
away from the basket and keep
him from moving around.

“I loved the way our defense
played and we had only 10 turn-
overs,” Rivers added.

Tracy McGrady led Houston
with 22 points, followed by Yao
with 18, Jon Barry with 16 and
David Wesley with 12.

McGrady and Yao agreed that
Boston’s  execution  of  the
pick-and-roll was a key factor.

Houston Rockets guard David
Wesley, top, tries to grab the ball
from Boston Celtics forward
Ricky Davis in the second half
Friday night in Houston. Davis
scored 15 points in the Celtics’
103-92 victory.

“They were hot tonight. They
did a good job of working the
pick-and-rolls and they were mak-
ing shots,” McGrady said.

“We did a lot of things wrong to-
night and we couldn’t put the ball
in the basket. Even with myself, I
was missing layups. What hap-
pened tonight we can't let happen
again.”

After trailing by 14 at the end
of the third quarter, Houston
briefly threatened a comeback,
cutting Boston’s lead to 97-88
with 2:12 left after consecutive
baskets by Bob Sura. But the
Rockets got no closer.

Boston led 28-22 going into the
second quarter and held a 35-30
advantage with 6:51 left in the
half. The Celtics then went on a
16-3 run, led by Davis’ six points,
to lead 51-33 before Houston cut
its deficit to 56-42 at the half.

Boston increased its lead in the
third period, outscoring Houston
21-19.

[ NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Pct GB
xy-Miami 5116 761 —
y-Deroit 4123 sl s
y-Boston 3 561 13
Washington 3 556 14
Cleveland El 540 15
Indiana 3: 516 16%
Chicago 3 508 17
Philadelphia 3 492 18
Orlando 34477
New Jersey. 6 455 V2

lew Yor 36 429
Milwaukee 7 422 i3
Toronto 8 415
Charlotte 1 .190
Atlanta 4169

Western Conference

Pct GB
san Antonio 0 15 769 —
¥-Phos 750 1
Y—Seattle o 688 V2

allas 12 656 V2
Sacramento 606 10%2

n 9 26 600 1
Memphis 585 L
Denver 34 531 15%
Viesota 4 493
L.A. Laker 33,492
L.A. Clipy ers 6 446
ortlan 365
Goiden State 4 33 28
Utah 5 308
s 9 234 3
x-clinched playoff spot
y-division \eader
s games
New York 106, Atlznta 92
New Jersey 94, Utah 80
Indiana 103, L.A. Lakers
delphia 93, C\evelznd 81
Detroit 103, Toronto 92
lemphi linnesota 83

Boston 103, Houston 92

New Orleans 94, Chic

Milwaukee 99, Washington 90

San Antonio 93, Charlotte 76

r 115, LA. Clippers 96
Golden State 110, Phoenix 1
Seattle 98, Orlando
lay’s games

Utah at Washington

Chicago at Philadelphia

New York at Miami

Boston at New Orleans

Charlotte at Dall:

Orlando at lan

Sacramento at I. A4 C\IDPEVS

‘games
Cleveland at Torunlu
Phoenix at Memphis
New Jersey at Indiana
an Antonio at Detroit
Houston at Minnesota
Milwaukee at Den
(Golden State at Sacramento
Seattle at L.A. Lakers
Monday's games.
Grlandn at Charlotte
an Antonio at New York
Atlanta at Chicag
New Orleans at Da\las
Portland at L.A. Clippers
Friday
Nets 94, Jazz 80

Humphries 2.4 0.0 4, K
5 T8, morcharon 14 oRs
S Gt 711 1 Hanclaren
35008 Eisley 120:02 Harp ing 58 4-4 14,
0, Livingston 11 002, Snyder

s

623, Jas.Col-
a

X
S 506, Smith .
S Potaie 3489 3328 94
EEE

9). TotalFouls—Utah 27, New jersey 21. Tech-
nic sey Defensive Three Second.
R0 oy,

Knicks 106, Hawks 92

3 ([Thomas 812 33 23

A lnaronma 230+ os‘ Diaw 7 n 3 T Coller

0-09. Totals 3:
ork 3225106
Aian -
Three: me Goals—New Vork 712 (LTh
wiord 24, Marbury 1-2), Ata

(cu\ner L1, Drob Dl

-1, D. 1L
rebounds— New
M).AtlamaSZ (Ekezie 9). Assists—
0 () Crawford 10), Atlanta 20 (Lue 9, To(a\
Fodleo e or 2h Aflnts 20510/
(19,445).

76ers 93, Cavaliers 81

PHILADELPHIA — Korver 5-7 1-1 15, Web-
ber 611612 14 Dalembert 1.4 002 iguodala
3-8 2.3 8, Iverson 9:27 11-12 31, M.Ja
3105 11, McKle 143 0-0 5, Rogérs 3-5.13
Salmons 0- 2000, Davis 00 00 0. Totals.
32:8220-259

ci

James 320 10-12 16,
Gooten o117 15 Tl 549 5 15

Melnnis 5:13 2.2 12,Newble 37 0-07, Varejao
0-40-00, Snow 2-30-04,

o737 806, Paviovic 35 548 Totals 2991
212881

Philadelptia B 12—
cl
Three-point Goals-~ Pmlane\pmas %0 o

 4-6, Rogers 2-3, Iverson 2-6, Webber
1Guoala ok Mckie 0.3, Siveand 5.1 (Pay:
lovic 1-1, Newble 1-2, Varejao 0-1, Mcinnis
0-9). Fouled Out—Webber, Re-
hia 59 (Korver 1), Ciev

Total Fouls—Philadelphia 21, Cleveland 20.
Technicals—ligauskas. A—20.562. (20,562).

Pacers 103, Lakers 97

RS — Butler 818 3-3 19,

odom

13, B
25 Cler 525 2
ohnson 1:3, Jaciéson 19
nes 0-2).
Lakers 4 (Eutlcrllo), |nm-

(Eryant S iana 20 (h 7 . Totel
OulsC LA Lakers 19, Indiana. 20. Techn-
Cals- LA Lakers. Defensive Three Second.
ALTa54. (15349),

Pistons 103, Raptors 92

Peterson 413 57 13, Mar-
S O600 28 a3 0 uz Rose 9-26
5:6 24, Alston 7-18 1-1 16, Bonner 36 0-1 7,
Aaliiams 0- 00 0, Palacio 143 2.4 4 Mur

ray 01121, Woods 0-0 00 0. Totals 35:67

Prince 7-12 6-6 21, RWallace

EEERS

Foved Cut~Hamiton.

Hamiton A=z78 G370

Grizzlies 88, Timberwolves 83

MINNESOTA — Sprewell 4-12 2-2 11, G
et 530 THomas. 1-4 0:0 2, Hudso
23 11, Hassell 17 0-0 2, Carter 46 0+

mawakanm +7,008 szciorbil
2-3 \(:egldl)l)d “Totals

gm

5612, Wi
LS5 1 el o 1054 o e Feakandis 15
0-02. Totals 35-81 13-1¢

19 16 22 26-83

his 12 29 17 30-88
pellrES-Point Goals_-Minnesota 311 Gar:
13, Szczerbi-

g 01 Grllim "0, Mempns

iams 24 Wels ardinal 1

o 01, Watson b2 e 0.3
in

mphis 16. Technicals—Memphis
o hren Second DA Ta 1. (18

Hornets 94, Bulls 90

61
Nallon 4.8 608 Maglolre J13 34 17 Dickad
5127-817, JSmith 2-132-36, Nachbar 2.9 3-3
8 vroman 22125 ¢ C\axmn 514 4-8 14, Ja-
cobsen 0-5 0-0 0, Lampe 0-1 0-0 0, Lynch 2-3
ILe Totals 35 S075 4 0a,

AGO — Nocioni 27 56 9, Davis 15

Reiner 0-0 0-
S0 pargo 35006 Tota\szsssﬂ 3490,
New Orleans
Chicago o 36 25 n—so
Three-point_GoalsNew, Orleans
(Nachbar 1- S.Jacobseno 2,J.5mith
n 0-2), Chicago 11:23 (Hmrlch

G Gicago " cosen - Sares. ACSA.

@)
Bucks 99, Wizards 90

5 fies 24 351, profic

iake.
92:2 10, Ruffin 1-1 0-02 Totals 3

o, Mason S13 78 11,
2 lzuric 3-7 00 6,

S 0 Sitek:
O Colimire T 23 5 Kkae 52
0:05, Pachulia 67 1-1 13, Fizer 0.0 12 1. To-
tals 35-76 25-28 99.

Washington 26 17 26 21-90
Milwaukee .yt
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Parker provides push as Spurs clinch playoff spot

The Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — Tony Parker
quashed whatever hopes the
Charlotte Bobcats had for a high-
ly unlikely upset.

Parker scored 24 points, half of
them in the decisive third quarter
of San Antonio’s 93-76 victory
over the Bobcats on Friday night,
clinching a spot in the Western
Conference playoffs for the
Spurs.

“Tony’s energy was great all
night,” Spurs coach Gregg Popov-
ich said. “He pushed the break,
he moved the ball. His aggressive-
ness set a tone.”

After trailing by 10 at halftime,
Charlotte got its deficit down to
60-54 midway through the third
on a jumper by Emeka Okafor.
But the Bobcats went scoreless
and committed six turnovers dur-
ing the final 6:05 of the quarter.

“Every time you make a move,
somebody is there,” Charlotte’s
Primoz Brezec said of San Anto-
nio’s defense. “They put pressure
on your first pass. There are no
easy shots.”

Parker shot 6-for-8 in the third
period, which ended with a 12-0
run by San Antonio. Parker
scored three of those six baskets
and assisted on two others.

“We decided to play a little
more defense,” Parker said of the
third-quarter lockdown. “I had
some good looks because we were
pushing  them  on  the
pick-and-rolls.”

San Antonio’s lead widened to
as many as 23 points in the fourth.

Tim Duncan added 19 points
for the Spurs, while Devin Brown
had 15 and Robert Horry 11.

)

The Spurs, playing their fifth
straight game without injured
swingman Manu Ginobili, im-
proved their NBA-leading record
10 50-15.

They are 31-3 at home, also
best in the league.

The loss was the ninth straight
for the Bobcats and their 18th in
20 games. They are 2-30 on the
road.

Roundup

Brezec led Charlotte with 18
points, and Jason Hart and
Melvin Ely each scored 10. Okaf-
or, the team’s top scorer with
15-point average per game, fin-
ished with 7 points on 3-for-13
shooting and had 12 rebounds.

Charlotte shot 37.3 percent
(28-for-75).

The Bobcats went up 13-9 on a
three-pointer by Jason Kapono be-
fore a short turnaround jumper
by Duncan started an 11-3 run
that put the Spurs ahead by four
late in the first quarter.

76ers 93, Cavaliers 81: At
Cleveland, Allen Iverson tore the
bandage off his chipped thumb
and scored 31 points, and Chris
Webber added 14 — including a
three-pointer to start Philadel-
phia’s game-ending 16-2 push.

Nets 94, Jazz 80: At East Ruth-
erford, N.J., Vince Carter scored
10 of his 23 points in the pivotal
third quarter, and Jason Kidd
had 10 points, nine assists and
eight rebounds. Both sat out the

San Antonio Spurs’ Tim Duncan maneuvers against Charlotte Bobcats’
Emeka Okafor, left, during the second half in San Antonio on Friday.

fourth quarter with the Nets firm-
ly in command.

Knicks 106, Hawks 92: At At-
lanta, Stephon Marbury scored
24 points and Tim Thomas added
23 as the New York Knicks ended
atwo-game losing streak and won
on the road for just the eighth
time this season.

Pistons 103, Raptors 92: At
Auburn Hills, Mich., Chauncey

Billups scored 23 points and Tay-
shaun Prince added 21 to lead De-
troit to its 11th straight home win.

Pacers 103, Lakers 97: At In-
dianapolis, Reggie Miller scored
a season-high 39 points, his high-
est total in nearly 41 years. Pac-
ers forward Jermaine O’Neal said
a sprained shoulder will sideline
him for the rest of the season.

Nuggets 115, Clippers 96: At

Denver, Marcus Camby had 20
points and 17 rebounds to help
the Nuggets to their 10th victory
in 11 games and a 2%s-game lead
over the Lakers and Timber-
wolves for eighth place in the
West.

Warriors 110, Suns 100: At
Phoenix, Baron Davis made
seven three-pointers and scored
33 points, including five during a
decisive 12-0 run midway
through the fourth quarter as the
Warriors defeated an elite West-
ern Conference team for the sec-
ond straight night.

SuperSonics 98, Magic 90: At
Seattle, Ray Allen tied his season
high with 38 points to ruin Chris
Jent’s debut as the Magic’s head
coach. Orlando suffered its sev-
enth consecutive defeat, a season
high.

Grizzlies 88, Timberwolves
83: At Memphis, Jason Williams
came off the bench to score 17
points, and Lorenzen Wright and
Bonzi Wells added 16 each as the
Grizzlies won for the eighth time
in 10 games.

Hornets 94, Bulls 90: At Chi-
cago, the Hornets improved to
4-28 on the road and won for the
first time in 43 games this season
when trailing going into the
fourth quarter. The Bulls have
lost four in a row for the first time
since starting the season with
nine straight losses.

Bucks 99, Wizards 90: At Mil-
waukee, Michael Redd scored 26
points and Joe Smith added a sea-
son-high 24 as the Bucks blew a
16-point lead but still beat the
short-handed Wizards.

Slutskaya
wins gold
in worlds

The Associated Press

MOSCOW — Irina Slutskaya
won the gold medal for the sec-
ond time in the world champi-
onships Saturday, combining
strength and style to cap an ex-
traordinary season in which
she prevailed despite a heart
ailment and knee injury.

The Russian delivered a
draining and dramatic pro-
gram that featured seven
clean triples to the delight of
the home crowd.

“Im happy because it's so
difficult to come back so many
times, to suffer so many misfor-
tunes,” said Slutskaya, who
missed the 2003 worlds be-
cause of her ailing mother.

Sasha Cohen of the United
States won the silver medal for
the second straight year, and
Carolina Kostner of Italy took
the bronze. Michelle Kwan,
the five-time world champion,
was fourth, the first time since
1996 the American finished a
worlds without a medal.

“I can leave Moscow satis-
fied, but disappointed, satis-
fied — kind of a roller-coaster
ride and not as consistent as I
wanted it to be,” Kwan said.

Davenport blanks Sharapova; Agassi pulls out

The Associated Press

INDIAN WELLS, Calif. — Lind-
say Davenport accomplished
something no one else has against
Wimbledon champion Maria
Sharapova — a shutout.

Davenport beat the 17-year-old
Russian 6-0, 6-0 in Friday’s semi-
finals of the Pacific Life Open.
The match lasted 49 minutes.

Earlier in the afternoon, Andre
Agassi pulled out of his quarterfi-
nal against Lleyton Hewitt be-
cause of a sore and swollen toe. It
was the first time the 34-year-old
Agassi could not take the court
for a scheduled match in his ca-
reer — 1,092 matches.

In a night match, Andy Rod-
dick moved into the semifinals
with a 6-7 (4), 6-4, 6-1 victory
over Carlos Moya in a duel of
former No. 1 players.

Roddick served 13 aces and
was deadly at the net, volleying
for 30 points on the way to the win
over his Spanish opponent. Moya
had five aces and won 21 points at
the net.

Roddick faces Hewitt in one
semifinal Saturday, and No. 1
Roger Federer plays Guillermo
Canas in the other.

Kim Clijsters, the 2003 champi-
on, faces Davenport in the wom-
en’s final Saturday. Former No. 1
Clijsters defeated Elena Demen-
tieva 6-4, 6-2 in their semifinal.

As Sharapova failed to win a sin-
gle game for the first time as a

Sports briefs

pro, she spent much of the match

Sonics lose valuable forward
Radmanovic for 4-6 weeks
SEATTLE — Vladimir Rad-

manovic, a valuable reserve for
ward for the Northwest Divi-

spraying outside
the lines — at times by beveral
feet — or hitting the ball into the
net.

The loss was only her second in
19 matches this year.

Jets trade LB Cowart
to Vikings for draft pick

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — The
New York Jets traded middle line-
backer Sam Cowart to the Minne-
sota Vikings on Friday for a sev-
enth-round pick in this year’s
draft.

Cowart saw his playing time di-
‘minish in 2004 after a knee injury
knocked him out for an extended
period and rookie Jonathan
Vilma emerged as a standout play-
er. After the season, Cowart
asked for a trade when it became
clear he wouldn't have much of a
role with the Jets.

The Vikings have been busy up-
grading their defense in the off-
season, signing linebacker Napo-
leon Harris, safety Darren Sharp-
er, cornerback Fred Smoot and
Williams in the past three weeks.
Including Cowart, the five play-
ers bring a combined 339 NFL
starts, 57 interceptions, 32 sacks
and have played in three Pro
Bowls.

g Seattle
has a stress fracture in his right
leg and will be out 4 to 6 weeks.

Radmanovic’s right leg will
first be placed in a cast and then a
walking boot. The injury is expect-
ed to heal without surgery.

The Sonics placed him on the in-
jured list Friday and activated for-
ward Damien ins, who was
on the injured list with right knee
patella tendinitis.

Radmanovic, 24, has been pro-
moted by the Sonics as a contend-
er for the NBA’s Sixth Man
Award. He showed up Friday
night in the Seattle dressing room
with his right leg in a cast before
the Sonics’ game against Orlando.

Wife of Pistons’ Ham arrested
in domestic assault case

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. — The
wife of Detroit Pistons forward
Darvin Ham was arrested early
Friday on a domestic assault
charge, authorities said.

Oakland County sheriff’s depu-
ties were called to the couple’s
Rochester Hills home about 3
am. EST, Sgt. John Jacobson
said.

According to a sheriffs report
cited by The Daily Oakland Press
of Pontiac, Deneitra Ham alleged-
ly struck her husband on the head

with a wine bottle during a domes-
tic dispute.

Ham, who was bleeding when
deputies arrived but refused med-
ical treatment, did not wish to
press charges against his wife.
But deputies took her into custo-
dy under a Michigan law allowing
a police officer to make an arrest
if the officer has reasonable
cause to believe an assault has
taken place.

Deneitra Ham was arraigned
later Friday on a charge of domes-
tic abuse and was released on a
personal bond, Jacobson said.

Misdemeanor domestic  vio-
lence is punishable by up to 93
days in jail and a $500 fine.

Johnson becomes first woman
to reach PBA quarterfinals
WYOMING, Mich. — Liz

Johnson became the first woman

to reach the quarterfinals of a Pro-

fessional Bowling Association
event Friday.

The 30-year-old from Cheek-
towaga, N.Y., overcame a 2-1 defi-
cit in her best-of-seven match
against second-ranked Chris Bar-

nes of Flower Mound, Texas.

Juhnsun fell behind 2-1 desplte a

289 in the third game as Barnes

rolled the 27th 300 game of his

'BA career. Johnson rallied by
winning the next three games,
and then beat 15th-seeded Mike
DeVaney of Escondido, Calif., to
reach the quarterfinals of the
PBA’s Banquet Open at Spec-
trum Lanes.
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Congress threatens to take action on steroids issue

McGwire’s reputation takes a beating day after repeated refusal to answer questions

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A day after the
big hearing on steroids in base-
ball, several members of con-
gress threatened federal legisla-
tion to cure the ills they saw. It re-
mains unclear whether Mark
McGwire’s reputation can be re-
stored.

The head of the World
Anti-Doping Agency called McG-
wire’s evasions during Thurs-
day’s testimony tantamount to an
admission of steroid use.

A congressman at the hearing
in Washington wants McGwire’s
name removed from a highway.
Even McGwire’s former manag-
er, Tony La Russa, was surprised
by McGwire’s repeated refusals
to deny using steroids.

“I think it would have been a lot
better for him to say, ‘I did it and
I'msorry,’ ” former baseball com-
missioner Fay Vincent said.

McGwire has denied using ille-
gal performance-enhancing
drugs but refused to do so under
oath when he appeared before
the House Government Reform
Committee, citing advice from his
lawyer.

“What I saw and heard was a
confession,” WADA chairman Ri-
chard Pound said Friday during a
symposium at Saint Louis Univer-
sity on doping in sports.

St. Louis Cardinals manager Tony La Russa, above, who managed Mark
McGwire with the Cardinals and Oakland A’s, was surprised by McG-

wire’s repeated refusals to deny using stes

Committee member Christo-
pher Shays, a Connecticut Repub-
lican, put it bluntly Friday: “Is
there any doubt in your mind that
Mark McGwire took drugs?”

La Russa, who managed McG-
wire on the Oakland Athletics and
the Cardinals, said he believes
McGwire’s denials.

“In my opinion, being under

s under oath Thursday.

oath wouldn't have changed what
he said,” La Russa said in Jupiter,
Fla.

“I think he was overcoached.
Mostly, I think it was a missed op-
portunity to explain that if you
use substances like creatine and
over-the-counter stuff that’s not il-
legal, you can get the benefits of a
hard-core weight training pro-

gram. And that was never dis-
cussed.”

U.S. Rep. William Lacy Clay, a
Missouri Democrat, wants McG-
wire’s name stripped off the
S-mile stretch of Interstate-70
that was named after Big Mac fol-
lowing his 70-homer season in

998

“It would take an act by the
state legislature, but I don’t think
he deserves a name on the high-
way if he can’t be forthcoming
about his involvement with this

didn’t think he took the opportuni-
ty to make clear to his fans and
the rest of America that he was
not under the influence of ste-
roids when he set those home run
records in 1998,” Clay said. “He
does not come clean. He's not
forthcoming. His fans and the
public want to know, where do
you stand on this, Mark McG-
wire?”

New York Yankees slugger
Jason Giambi, who was excused
from lesufymg because of ms in-

issue,” Clay told The iated
Press on Friday.

Gov. Mel Carnahan signed leg-
islation in 1999 officially naming
a section from the city’s western
edge to the Illinois border, “Mark
McGwire Highway.”

The chairman of the state Sen-
ate Transportation Committee
said McGwire’s name will re-
main, as far as he’s concerned.

“Mark McGwire was a hero of
baseball in St. Louis,” state Sen.
Jon Dolan said. “He remains so
and must deal with the choices
he’s made. But nothing he did
would change my mind about
what we do or don’t name high-
ways.”

Sammy Sosa, Rafael Palmeiro
and Frank Thomas told the com-
mittee Thursday they did not use
illegal steroids. McGwire repeat-
edly said he would not discuss his

past.
“It was disappointing because I

der-
al mVesugauon into illegal slerold
distribution, said he left a phone
message for McGwire, but had
not heard back.

“I know that had to be incredi-
bly hard for him,” Giambi said.

“He was emotional up there.
Mark, he is an incredible guy. A
lot of people out there love him
and I think will continue to. I defi-
nitely feel for Mark, no doubt
about it.”

With several on the committee
saying baseball’s revised drug pol-
icy wasn’t tough enough, Rep.
Stephen Lynch, D-Mass., said it
might already be time for Con-
gress to “do their dirty work and
come up with a policy that will
guarantee the integrity of base-
ball.”

Associated Press Writers Howard
Fendrich in Washington, Howard Ulman
in Fort Myers, Fla., and Jim Salter an
Cheryl Wittenauer in St. Louis contribut-
ed to this report.

Veteran 2B Alomar retires;
Schilling to miss Opening Day

The Associated Press

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. —
Roberto  Alomar, a 12-time
All-Star who signed with the
Tampa Bay Devil Rays with
hopes of playing one final season,
retired Saturday.

lomar’s annuuncemem came
one day after he committed two
errors in one inning of a spring
training game. The 37-year-old
Alomar has been bothered by
back and vision problems in re-
cent weeks.

“I played a lot of games and I
said I would never embarrass my-
self on the field,” Alomar said. “T

along career, but I can’t play
at the level I want to play, so it's
time to retire.”

This would have been the 18th
major league season for Alomar,
who also played for San Diego,
Toronto, Baltimore, Cleveland,
the New York Mets, Arizona, and
the Chicago White Sox.

Trying to reach 3,000 hits and
end his stellar career on a high
note after a swift decline the past
three seasons, Alomar agreed to a
$600,000, one-year contract with
the Devil Rays in January. The
team penciled him in as the every-
day second baseman and No. 2 hit-
ter.

A 10-time_Gold Glove winner
and career .300 hitter, Alomar is
276 hits shy of 3,000. ‘He was an
All-Star from 1991-2001 but has
struggled while batting .266, .258
and .263 the past three years.

Spring training

Also Saturday, Tampa Bay
right fielder Danny Bautista, who
hit .286 with 11 homers and 65
RBISs last season, announced his
retirement.

In other news:

W Boston Red Sox pitcher Curt
Schilling will mlss Opening Day,
setting up Wells to start
against his former team, the New
York Yankees.

Boston manager Terry Franco-
namade the announcement Satur-
day and said Schilling might sit
out the first two weeks.

Schilling, coming back from
ankle surgery last November, will
make his first start of spring train-
ing in a minor league game on
Monday and there was no word
on when he would pitch against a
major league opponent.

There even was a possibility
Schilling would open the season
on the disabled list since the Red
Sox have three days off in the
first 10 days and won’t need a
fifth starter until their 13th game,
at home against Toronto on April
18.

“We're going to have a
four-man rotation through the
18th,” Francona said.

Schlllmg has said his ankle and
arm aren’t bothering him. But his
mechanics aren’t back to their
pre-surgery level.

Wells will pitch opening night
in Yankee Stadium on April 3.

Schilling pitched in Game 6 of
last year’s AL championship se-
ries against New York and Game
2 of the World Series against St.
Louis after a tendon that had
been slipping out of place in his
right ankle was sutured to the
skin. He won both and Boston
went on to sweep St. Louis.

W At Kissimmee, Fla,, Roger
Clemens strained his right ham-
string and left Houston’s 13-3 loss
to the Detroit Tigers after only
1!/3 innings. But the seven-time
Cy Young Award winner didn’t
sound concerned.

“T've felt the tightness for about
two days now, and I hoped that it
would have gone away. You need
to know the difference between
being hurt and something just
hurting, so we’ll treat it and it will
get better,” Clemens, 42, said. “T
don’t believe it is hurt. If it contin-
ues to be a problem, I'm sure
we'll continue to evaluate it.”

W At Peoria, Ariz., Jake Peavy
strained his groin during the San
Diego Padres’ 4-2 victory over
the Texas Rangers and could be
out for two weeks.

Peavy, who went 15-6 and led
the major leagues with a 2.27
ERA last year, was one out from
finishing his scheduled five in-
nings when he hurt his left groin
while retiring Andres Torres on a
fly ball
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Despite penaltles cheating
still expected in Nextel Cup

BY PAUL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

HAMPTON, Ga. — NASCAR
has sent a clear message that it
won'’t tolerate cheating.

Just don’t expect a change of
heart in the garage.

Fudging the rules is part of the
sport’s culture, and no one ex-
pects that to change even with the
severe penalties handed down by
NASCAR this week. Three crew
chiefs were suspended and Jim-
mie Johnson lost his points lead
for various infractions in the last
race at Las Vegas.

“This sport has always been
about ‘you make the rules and I'll
try to beat you, ” Kyle Petty said
Friday, even as inspectors
swarmed through the garage at
Atlanta Motor Speedway looking
for infractions.

“It’s like being married. Some
days you can just sit around in
front of the TV. Some days you
can’t,” Petty said. “When there’s
a blatant disregard for the rules,
NASCAR steps in. What they’re

telling you is: We're still your
wife.”

From the earliest days, drivers
and mechanics have looked for
ways to increase speeds without
running afoul of the inspectors.

It's a game of cat and mouse
with no clearly defined bound-
aries because the NASCAR rule-
book is notorious for its vague-
ness.

Back on the track, Ryan New-
man won his fifth straight pole at
Atlanta, turning a lap of 194.690
mph Friday night as tempera-
tures dipped into the upper 40s. It
was the 29th career pole for New-
man.

Bobby Hamilton Jr. turned in
the best qualifying run of his ca-
reer, putting up the second-fast-
est speed (193.785) to earn a
front-row spot alongside New-
man for Sunday’s Golden Corral
500.

As for those who break the
rules, NASCAR is clearly trying
to send a message that some
things are out of bounds.

Johnson’s winning car at Las

Vegas failed to pass inspection
after the race, falling short of the
minimum height requirement.

NASCAR suspended his crew
chief, Chad Knaus, for two races
and docked Johnson 25 points in
the standings, dropping him be-
hind defending series champion
Kurt Busch.

Alan Gustafson, crew chief for
Kyle Busch, also received a
two-week suspension when the
runner-up car was found to be too
high after the race.

But NASCAR saved the most se-
vere punishment for Todd Berri-
er, crew chief for Kevin Harvick.

rrier received a four-week sus-
pension for rigging the fuel tank
to appear full when it actually
wasn’t during qualifying — know-
ing a lighter car could run faster.

ree crew chiefs, who re-
ceived hefty fines as well, ap-
pealed their suspensions, Clear-
ing them to stay with their teams
this week. But only Knaus and
Gustafson were in Atlanta— Ber-
rier began serving his penalty,
knowing his only hope was to re-
duce the length of his suspension,
not wipe it out altogether.
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CS-Fullerton
too much for
Frisco in NIT

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Bobby
Brown had 25 points and seven re-
bounds to help Cal State-Fuller-
ton beat San Francisco 85-69 on
Friday night in the first round of
the NIT.

After shooting only 33.3 per-
cent from the floor in the first
half, the Titans (21-10) hit 12 of
their first 14 attempts in the sec-
ond and scored 57 points in the
final 20 minutes to set up a sec-
ond-round game at Georgetown.

Ralphy Holmes added 19
points and 13 rebounds for the Ti-
tans, who won for the 13th time in
16 games.

John Cox scored 17 points to
finish eighth on San Francisco’s
career scoring list with 1,540
points. Cox, who scored 27 in the
Dons’ opening-round victory over
Denver on Wednesday night,
missed nine of his first 10 shots
and finished 6-for-22.

San_Francisco (17-14) made
only 35.1 percent of its shots from
the floor and was outrebounded
25-12 in the second half.

Perry leads by one midway through Bay Hill Inv.

Scheduled to play 36 holes on
Saturday, Tiger Woods shot 70 on
the first 18 to finish two rounds
three shots behind the leader.

NOW

€Ty

Auodl

The Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — Kenny
Perry kept the ball out of the
rough and close to the hole, mak-
ing five birdies during a six-hole
stretch Saturday morning that
gave him a 4-under 68 and a
one-shot lead in the Bay Hill Invi-
tational when the second round fi-
nally ended.

Thick rough and slow greens
have befuddled the best players,
making scores the highest they
have been at Bay Hill in a dozen
years. Perry was at 6-under 138,
making him the halfway leader
for the first time since he won the
Memorial two years ago.

“I'm starting to hit my irons
close to the hole,” Perry said.

e had a one-shot lead over
Charles Howell III and Stephen
Ames, who played 36 holes Fri-
day in a tournament that has been
out of whack since an eight-hour
rain delay on Thursday.

Hill, but he hit his approach into
the water on the par-5 16th and
took bogey. Still tied for the lead,
hehada d to his sec-

What of the Big Three?

Vijay Singh, who can return to
No. 1 in the world this week by
winning, also played 36 holes Fri-
day and shot 72-68, highlighted
by a 9-iron he holed from 152
yards on No. 8 that left him two
shots out of the lead.

Tiger Woods and Ernie Els
started their second round Satur-
day morning. Woods made a few
sloppy mistakes in a round of 70
that left him three shots behind.
Els twice hit into the water and
once hit out of bounds, matching
his career high at Bay Hill with a
77. Els barely made the cut.

Perry nearly had some compa-
ny at the top.

K.J. Choi was at 7-under and
playing the easiest hole at Bay

ond round.

He put his approach into the
bunker on the 18th, facing a down-
hill shot to the pin with water on
the other side. Choi got too deli-
cate with his shot and left it in the
sand, blasted out to 12 feet and
missed to end with a double
bogey. He wound up with a 70
and joined Singh and Sergio Gar-
cia (70) at 140, two shots out of
the lead.

Ochoa leads Sorenstam by two

SUPERSTITION MOUNTAIN,
Ariz. — Lorena Ochoa shot
S-under 67 to take a two-shot lead
in the Safeway International, with
Annika Sorenstam three strokes
behind and Michelle Wie lurking.

Ochoa, the 23-year-old Mexican
star who was the LPGA Tour’s
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« Custom-ordered vehicles « Invoice-based pricing * 100% Price Protection
Contact International AutoSource at:

‘Web site: www.audimilitarycarsales.com

E-mail: audimilitary@militarycars.com

Web site: www.ywmilitarycarsales.com

rookie of the year two seasons
ago, had a 12-under 132 total.

Soo- was  second
after a 66 and Sorenstam, the de-
fending champion, was 9-under
after a 69. Siew-Ai Lim, who
shared the first-round lead with
Ochoa, was 7-under after a 72,
with Grace Park (67) and Karen
Stupples (71) at 6-under.

Candie Kung (70) and Juli Ink-
ster (73) were next at S-under 139,
and the 15-year-old Wie followed
her opening 73 with a 67 to join
Laura Davies (69), Paula Creamer
(71), Liselotte Neumann (70) and
Laura Diaz (67) at 4-under.

Morgan’s 65 paces seniors

NEWPORT BEACH, Calif. —
Gil Morgan shot 6-under 65 to
take a one-stroke lead over Tom
Jenkins and Wayne Levi after the
first round of the Toshiba Senior
Classic.

Mark McNulty and Bruce Lietz-
ke were two strokes back along
with seven others.
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[ NCAA tournament: Austin Regional

Duke’s Shavlik Randolph (42) is trapped by Delaware State’s Aaron
Fleetwood (34) and Bruce Davis (11) during the top-seeded Blue Dev-
ils’ 57-46 victory on Friday. Duke shot just 41 percent from the field.

Persistent Hornets
pester mighty Duke

BY KEITH PARSONS
The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Mike
Krzyzewski knows better than
anyone just how precious games
are in the NCAA tournament, so
while he didn’t dwell on his
record-setting night, he paused to
appreciate it

“I'm glad we won, whatever
number it was,” Coach K said.
“Each victory in the tournament
is a treasured win, because it’s a
great tournament.”

Shelden Williams had 14 points
and 11 rebounds and top-seeded
Duke held off 16th-seeded Dela-
ware State 57-46 on Friday night
in the Austin Regional, giving
Krzyzewski his 65th career victo-
ry in the tournament.

In 21 NCAA tournaments,
Krzyzewski's record is 65-17,
tying Dean Smith’s for most ca-
reer victories.

“He doesn't like to bring those
things up,” Blue Devils guard J.J.
Redick said. “I actually knew. T
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try to keep up with all his wins
and all his stats. I knew that was
going on, but he hasn’t talked
about it. 'm happy for him.”

Duke (26-5)  will  face
ninth-seeded Mississippi State in
the second round Sunday.

The Blue Devils struggled
throughout against the Hornets
(19-13) despite having guard
Sean Dockery back for the first
time in seven games after he suf-
fered a knee injury.

The Mid-Eastern Athletic Con-
ference champion had won 15 of
its previous 17 games, including
three straight in the conference
tournament. Delaware State be-
fuddled Duke in the first half with
a lineup of five guards, spreading
the floor and letting the shot clock
wind down before driving to the
basket.

Delaware State led 14-12 after
10 minutes and a putback by
Tracey Worley tied it at 23 with 5
minutes left in the fist half.

“They won the regular season
and their tournament with that
system. They believe in it,”
Krzyzewski said. “They’re quick,
and they're good kids. They play
together. It didn’t seem to matter
who shot the ball.”

The Blue Devﬂs took comml

Monarchs are a royal pain
for victorious Michigan St.

The Associated Press

WORCESTER, Mass. — Tom
1zzo leaned back in his chair, his
arms spread out, his lips pursed.
The usually volatile Michigan
State coach didn’t like what he
was seeing.

The fifth-seeded Spartans
couldn’t pull away until the final
minutes, when Shannon Brown
made a spinning layup to start a
three-point play that helped Mich-
igan State beat Old Dominion
89-81 on Friday night in the first
round of the NCAA tournament.

“I was disappointed in the first
half, at the energy they brought,”
said Izzo, whose team trailed by
five at halftime. “I'm not used to
teams playing harder than us,
and I thought they did.”

Michigan State (23-6) managed
to avoid a second consecutive
first-round exit and gave Izzo,
whose NCAA winning percentage
is second only to Mike Krzyzews-
ki’s, his 20th NCAA tournament
win. The Spartans will face
13th-seeded Vermont on Sunday.

0Old Dominion (28-6) dominat-
ed the Colonial Athletic Associa-
tion, but couldn’t add to the up-
sets in the Worcester pod. The
Monarchs last advanced in the
NCAAs when they beat Villanova
in triple overtime in the opening
round of the 1995 tournament.

“Coming into the game, we
knew we all belonged,” Old Domin-

ion guard Kiah Thomas said.
“When I first got to ODU, we were
always unsure whether we were
going to win night in and night out.
We really didn’t know. Tonight
every man, to a man, believed.”

Brown scored 13 points, and
Alan Anderson had 15 to lead five
Spartans in double figures. Michi-
gan State shot 57 percent
(29-for-51) from the floor in the
game despite making just three of
14 shots from three-point range.

Alex Loughton had 22 points, 11
rebounds and six assists for Old
Dominion after playing much of
the second half in foul trouble.

Drew Williamson, who did not
have a turnover in 91 minutes in
the CAA tournament, had three
on Friday.

Michigan State took a 74-68
lead before Valdas Vasylius hit a
three-pointer with 4:31 left. Hunt-
er hit two free throws to make it a
76-75 with 3:48 remaining before

the teams traded misses. Brown
got the ball under the basket,
spun around and tossed it in, land-
ing in a crouch and pumping his
flsts while the official whistled for

foul.

He hit the free throw to make it
79-75 with 2:50 left.

The Spartans extended it to six
points before Loughton’s basket
with 1:09 left made it 81-77. With
54 seconds left, Paul Davis made
aleaner in the lane just before the
shot clock expired, giving the
Spartans an 83-77 lead.

Michigan State went 6-for-6
from the line down the stretch.

Also on Friday:

Mississippi St. 93, Stanford 70:
In Charlotte, N.C., Winsome Fra-
zier made six three-pointers and
scored 20 points to lead the
ninth-seeded Bulldogs (23-10) to a
second-round matchup with Duke.

Lawrence Roberts, the 2004
SEC player of the year, led the
Bulldogs with 23 points and 14 re-
bounds. But Frazier, who did not
score more than 13 points in his
past eight games, provided the
spark to get past Stanford (18-13).

Frazier was seven of nine
the floor, including six of eight
from three-point range. Shane
Power added 14 points for Missis-
sippi State, eliminated in the sec-
ond round by Xavier last year as
aNo. 2 seed.

Chris Hernandez led Stanford
with 17 points. Rob Little and
Matt Haryasz had 14 each.

The Bulldogs made four
three-pointers in the final 5:08 of
the first half, including three
straight in a 17-4 run to close the
half and take a 44-43 halftime lead.

Frazier made back-to-back
threes to start the second half, in-
cluding an off-balance fadeaway
off one foot that made it 50-44.

Stanford struggled with its
long-range shots, missing its first
five three-pointers in the second
half, allowing the Bulldogs to take
a63-53 lead with 11:21 to play.

NCAA tournament: Chicago Regional

Curry lifts COWboys past SE La.

The Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY — James-
On Curry hesitated for a split sec-
ond, then jumped and let loose a
three-pointer right in front of his
coach’s seat.

When the shot fell through, the
19-year-old freshman didn’t keep
his excitement inside. He
pumped his fist as he walked to-
ward midcourt, giving sec-
ond-seeded Oklahoma State the
boost it needed in its 63-50 victo-
ry over Southeastern Louisiana
on Friday in the first round of the

with
by Daniel Ewing and Lee Mel-
chionni, then opened the second
half with an 11-2 run to pull away.
The Hornets missed 15 straight
shots at one point until Worley
swished a three to make it 49-35.

The margin eventually reached
20 before Delaware State rallied.
Jahsha Bluntt made a jumper
from beyond the arc, and after
Worley added another basket,
Troy ~Roundtree made a
three-pointer to bring the Hor-
nets within 55-43.

“I thought our kids put forth a
great effort,” Hornets coach Greg
Jackson said. “There’s no question
we gave it our best shot. The kids
showed a lot of patience and de-
sire until the talent just took over.”

Worley led Delaware State
with 13 points, and Roundtree
added 11.

The Cowboys will play South-
ern Illinois on Sunday.

The three-pointer put Oklaho-
ma State ahead 54-47 with just
under 4 minutes to play, and the
Cowboys (25-6) held off the Lions
(24-9) by making their next nine
free throws.

Once the Lions pulled within
three points, it was Curry’s enthu-
siasm that put the Cowboys over
the top. He sliced into the lane
and found Ivan McFarlin cutting
to the basket for a layup.

Curry was only getting started.

He added a free throw, then
found McFarlin for another bas-
ket inside to put Oklahoma State
ahead 49-43. Terrence Crawford
emphatically jammed home a
miss by John Lucas III, and Curry
hit three three-pointers from the
left wing in front of coach Eddie
Sutton. Curry had 13 points.

JamesOn Curry, a 19-year-old
freshman, scored 13 points and
made key plays late in a 63-50
victory Friday over SE Louisiana.

“He’s just an outstanding play-
er for his age,” Sutton said. “He
has no fear. He’s not afraid to
take that shot.”

McFarlin scored 18 points to
lead the Cowboys, who reached
the Final Four last season.

The Lions, trying to become the
fifth No. 15 seed to win a
firstround game, were within
44-41 midway through the second
half after an 11-3 run fueled by
Ricky Woods’ ability to get inside
and cause havoc.

Woods sank a leaning flip
against Crawford, finished a
whirling drive down the lane and
grabbed a deflected pass for a
two-handed jam, then drove the
lane and dished off to Jonathan
Walker to make it 42-39. Woods
led the Lions with 16 points.

Also on Friday:

Southern lllinois 65, Saint
Mary’s 56: In Oklahoma City,
Stetson Hairston broke a late tie
with three free throws, then fol-
lowed with a three-pointer, and
Darren Brooks drove for the next
two baskets to give the Salukis
the push they needed to win.

Southern Illinois (27-7) ad-
vanced for the first time since
2002, when Hairston and Brooks
were freshmen on a club that
made the regional semifinals.
The Salukis were knocked out by
one point in the opening round
the past two years.

The Salukis went on an early
14-0 run fueled by nine turn-
overs, including a run of eight
straight trips downcourt for the
10th-seeded Gaels (25-9).

Yet Saint Mary’s kept chipping
away and got within 35-30 early
in the second half. After they fell
behind by 12, the Gaels went on
another run, thanks to reserve
Brett Collins. He scored 11 of his
team’s next 13 points, tying it at
47 with 6:32 left.

Daniel  Kickert
Mary’s with 16 points.

led Saint
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Georgia Tech’s Jarrett Jack (3)
takes control of a loose ball
against George Washington.
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NCAA tournament: Albuquerque Regional

Loulswlle Georgia Tech advance

The Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Rick Pitino warned
his team not to expect an easy game against
Louisiana-Lafayette in the first round of the
NCAA tournament, and the Ragin’ Cajuns
proved just as troublesome as predicted.

“Even at halftime, we said, ‘Look guys, you
think you're going to blow this team out,
you're mistaken. It's coming down to the last 2
minutes,” ” Pitino said after his fourth-seeded
Louisville Cardinals advanced in the Albu-
querque Regional with a 68-62 victory Friday.

“We're very proud of this victory. When
you're a 4-seed, and you play these teams
today, you're going to play a terrific basket-
ball team. We knew we weren’t getting a
breather.”

Francisco Garcia went 7-for-7 from the foul
line in the final 1:57, finishing with 27 points to
help Louisville (30~ 4) reach the second round
for the second time in three years under Piti-
no, who is 28-9 in the NCAA tournament.

Louisville will face fifth-seeded Georgia
Tech in the second round Sunday. The Yellow
Jackets beat George Washington 80-68.

Pitino insisted all along that Louisiana-Lafay-
ette was not a typical No. 13 seed, going as far
as to say the Ragin’ Cajuns were the most diffi-
cult first-round opponent he’s faced in 10 tour-
nament appearances with Boston University,
Providence, Kentucky and Louisville.

Turns out, he wasn't just paying lip service.

There were eight lead changes in the sec-
ond half before Louisville finally went ahead
for good at 56-55 on two free throws by Larry
0’Bannon with 3:43 to go. The Cardinals were
held to one field goal the rest of the way —
Otis George’s tip-in — but made eight more
free throws to pull away.

AP

Louisville coach Rick Pitino voices his displea-
sure during Friday night's 68-62 NCAA tourna-
ment victory over Lou a-Lafayette.

No one excelled more than Garcia. He was
fouled by Dwayne Mitchell on a three-point at-
tempt with 1:57 to go, and made all three free
throws for a 63-57 lead. He made two more
with a minute left, then calmly sank his last
two to push the Cardinals’ advantage back to

five with 13.9 seconds remaining.

O’Bannon scored 13 points and Taquan
Dean had 12 for Louisville.

Brian Hamilton led Louisiana-Lafayette
(20-11) with 19 points before fouling out.
Tiras Wade had 15 points and Chris Cameron
added 11.

“It is a shame a team had to lose tonight,”
Louisiana-Lafayette coach Robert Lee said.
“But our team played great, and that’s all I
can ask.”

Georgia Tech 80, George Washington 68:
Jarrett Jack, Will Bynum and B.J. Elder com-
bined to score on six straight possessions in
the second half as Georgia Tech (20-11)
pulled away from pesky George Washington.
Jack had 20 to lead the Yellow Jackets, who
'won no game by more than eight points on the
way to last year’s NCAA championship game.
Bynum had 17 and Elder added 15.

Pops Mensah-Bonsu scored 15 to lead four
players in double figures for 12th-seeded
George Washington (22-8), which was
doomed by dismal foul shooting. The Coloni-
als missed 12 of 16 at the line, with a string of
seven straight misses at one point.

The lead changed nine times and George
‘Washington kept scrapping back whenever
Tech threatened to make a run. When Bynum
stole the ball and took it in for a layup, giving
Georgia Tech a 57-54 lead with 11 minutes
left, J.R. Pinnock answered back with a quick
basket.

Then Elder hit a pullup jumper to spark a
12-0 run that sealed the outcome. The Yellow
Jackets scored on six straight possessions,
with Bynum, Elder and Jack trading baskets.

Mensah-Bonsu finally stopped the run with
a dunk, but George Washington didn’t get
close again.

[ NCAA tournament: Syracuse Regional

Connecticut lives to fight another day

The Associated Press

WORCESTER, Mass. — Char-
lie Villanueva scored 22 points
and defending national champion
Connecticut blew most of a
19-point lead before trimming
Central Florida 77-71 on Friday
in the first round of the NCAA
tournament’s Syracuse Regional.

Connecticut (23-7) faces a sec-
ond-round game Sunday against
North Carolina State, but that
could be it unless the second-seed-
ed Huskies snap out of a slump
that has stymied them for the past
three games.

Gary Johnson had career-high
29 points and seven three-point-
ers for Central Florida (24-9),
which had won_eight straight
games. Kingsley Edwards’ layup
got Central Florida to 74-69, but
only 23.2 seconds remained and

Connecticut's Charlie Villanueva (3) draws two defenders during the
defending champion Huskies' first-round victory over Central Florida.

top-seeded Tar Heels' rout.
Rashad McCants added 16 points
for North Carolina (28-4), which
shot 73 percent in the first half in
building a 28-point lead.

Cortney Scott finished with 21
points to lead Oakland (13-19),
which won only nine regular-sea-
son games but reached the NCAA
tournament after an improbable
run through the Mid-Continent
Conference tournament and a de-
feat of Alabama A&M in Tues-
day’s play-in game.

lowa State 64, Minnesota 53:
At Charlotte, N.C., Iowa State
held Minnesota to 33 percent
shooting and Curtis Stinson led a
balanced attack with 18 points.
Rahshon Clark and Jared Homan
added 14 points each for Iowa
State (19-11).

Brent Lawson and Vincent

the Golden Knights were forced
to start fouling.

Florida 67, Ohio 62: At Nash-
ville, Tenn., Florida blew a
20-point lead, but Anthony Rober-
son converted a three- -point play
with 42.3 seconds left to help the
Gators advance.

Fourth-seeded Florida (24-7)
hung on after blowing a 55-35
lead with 11:51 left. The Bobcats
(21-11), who rallied from 19 down
to win the Mid-American Confer-
ence title game, went on a 20-2
run, tying it 60-60 with 2:12 left
on Mychal Green’s sixth
three-pointer.

Matt Walsh led the Gators with

18 points. Green finished with 24
points for the Bobcats.

Villanova 55, New Mexico 47:
At Nashville, Tenn., Kyle Lowry
made two sets of free throws in
the final 1:38, then came up with
a clutch steal as Villanova held
off New Mexico.

Lowry finished with eight
points, while Mike Nardi led the
Wildcats (23-7) with 15 points.

After holding 12th-seeded New
Mexico to just 11 points in the
first half and leading by as many
as 24, Villanova made just three
field goals in the second half. The
Lobos (26-7) made a furious rally,
pulling within 52-47 with 29 sec-
onds left.

Danny Granger led New Mexi-
co with 15 points.

N.C. State 75, Charlotte 63: At
Worcester, Mass., Julius Hodge
had 19 points, nine assists and
seven rebounds for the 10th-seed-
ed Wolfpack (20-13). Andrew
Brackman had 16 points, Ilian Ev-
timov and Cameron Bennerman
each had 12 and Engin Atsur 10.

Brendan Plavich, Eddie Bas-
den and Curtis Withers each
scored 15 for the seventh-seeded
49ers (21-8).

North Carolina 96, Oakland
68: At Charlotte, N.C., freshman
Marvin Williams scored 20 points
and Sean May added 19 in the

Grier had 14 apiece for the
eighth-seeded Gophers (21-11).
Using some full-court pressure
and almost exclusively going with
a zone, the Cyclones forced 17
turnovers and kept the Gophers
off balance throughout.

Wisconsin 57, Northern lowa
52: At Oklahoma City, Kammron
Taylor scored 16 points in a re-
serve role, including a jumper
and four free throws in the fin:
minute, to help Wisconsin hold
off Northern Iowa.

Sharif Chambliss hit a sea-
son-high five three-pointers for
15 points for Wisconsin (23-8).

Ben Jacobson led the Panthers
(21-11) with 20 points.
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Bucknell: Kansas gets more
than just scare this time

BUCKNELL, FROM BACK PAGE

“Certainly it's the biggest win
we've ever had,” said coach Pat
Flannery, a 1980 Bucknell grad.
“Our kids battled their big kids
all night long. Our kids made
them work for everything they
got.”

The Jayhawks (23-7) had
reached the second round every
year since 1984 and in their last
21 tries. Although they had scares
along the way, including one by
Utah State in Oklahoma City two
years ago, this was their first
opening-round exit since being
eliminated by UCLA in 1978.

“I think everybody’s kind of in
a moment of shock,” said coach
Bill Self, in just his second season
at Kansas. “These seniors have
looked to this moment for a long
time. To have it end so abruptly of
course is devastating to those
guys. 1 really don’t have any
words to try to comfort them
right now.”

Kansas seemed vulnerable be-
cause it had lost five of its last
eight and No. 2 scorer Keith Lang-
ford was slowed by a lingering flu
problem and a creaky left ankle.
However, the Jayhawks weren’t
too concerned because four of
those recent losses were to teams
that won first-round NCAA
games.

Bucknell opened its scoring

with a four-point play by Betten-
court and led by seven midway
through the first half. Kansas
closed the half with a 10-0 run to
take the lead, but with Simien the
only consistent threat (24 points,
10 rebounds), the Jayhawks were
unable to take control. They
didn’t even make a field goal the
last 8:44.

Still, Kansas had a chance to
win in the final minute, when
Langford hit two free throws with
25.4 seconds left for a 63-62 lead.

Opting not to call a timeout,
Bucknell went straight up the
court and fed McNaughton in the
lane. He threw a shot over Simien
that accounted for the game’s
ninth and final lead change.

“It came off the backboard and
rimmed in somehow — I don’t
even know how, but I don’t care,”
said McNaughton, who was
6-for-7 and scored 14 points.

Langford had another attempt,
but missed short. Bucknell’s John
Griffin got the rebound and was
fouled, but missed the front end
of a one-and-one and Simien
grabbed it with 2.4 seconds left.

After a timeout, Kansas tried
the Grant Hill-to-Christian Laett-
ner play Duke used to beat Ken-
tucky in the 1992 NCAAs. Micha-
el Lee’s heave to Simien went per-
fectly and he spun for a good look
at the basket. But his shot hit the
rim and bounced away.

“It went over my right shoul-
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Bucknell center Chris McNaugh-
ton releases the game-winning
hook shot over Kansas forward
Wayne Simien on Friday night.

der, which is a very comfortable
move for me,” Simien said.

“It felt good on the release, but
I didn’t hit it.”

Bucknell knew it could hang
with the big boys after winning at
Pittsburgh when the Panthers
were undefeated and ranked No.
7. The Bison also beat NCAA
team Niagara and won at St. Jo-
seph’s.

Vermont: Spartans next
for upstart Catamounts

VERMONT, FROM BACK PAGE

When Gerry McNamara
missed a desperation three from
the top of the key in the final sec-
onds, the Cats had their first
NCAA tournament victory. They
swarmed together and hugged in
celebration, jumping up and
down as Brennan raised his right
arm in a triumphant salute to the
team’s legion of fans shouting in
the stands.

“People are going to say we
shocked the world, but to this
group of guys, we knew we had a
shot to win this game,” reserve
Alex Jensen said as the players
doused each other with water in
the jubilant locker room. “Every-
body was sending Syracuse to the
Final Four, but we knew we could
win this game if we played the
way we did.”

Njila finished with a ca-
reer-high 20 points, Sorrentine
had 17, and Taylor Coppenrath
added 16 for Vermont. The Cata-
mounts will face fifth-seeded
Michigan State in the second
round Sunday. The Spartans beat
0ld Dominion 89-81.

Fourth-seeded Syracuse (27-7)
had hopes of making the Final
Four for the second time in three
years.

“It’s going to keep getting bet-
ter and better,” Vermont center
Martin Klimes said. “We did the
first step. We're going to get some.

rest right now and prepare for the
next game. It’s not over.”

Syracuse coach Jim Boeheim
left the court with his head down,
and the players followed.

“They just outplayed us,” said
forward Terrence Roberts, who
had seven points and seven re-
bounds. “They hit some clutch
shots down the stretch. That’s
what buried us.”

Brennan paced back and forth
in front of the bench, thrusting
his fist in the air each time the
Catamounts took the lead, and the
Vermont players were told by the
officials several times to stay on
the bench.

Syracuse never got on track,
committing a season-high 24 turn-
overs. Hakim Warrick ended the
final game of his impressive ca-
reer with 21 points and 12 re-
bounds, but he also committed 10
turnovers. McNamara had 11
points but was 1-for-7 on
three-pointers and the most dis-
traught of the Orange.

“Sometimes, you just don’t
have it,” McNamara said.

Vermont played a deliberate
game, slowing the pace and never
allowing the Orange to make a
run. McNamara struggled to find
open looks and the Catamounts
dominated the glass early to stay
close.

The game was tied 11 times
and there were eight lead chang-
es.

~nwe=v2><  HighSpeerEyewearMestsHighSpeedRacing

~IC




STARS AND STRIPES, MIDEAST EDITION - Sunday, March 20, 2005

SPORTS

Page 25

Nelson resigns as coach of Mavericks,
turns team over to assistant Johnson,

Vermont
pulls off
OT win vs.
Syracuse

BY JOHN KEKIS
The Associated Press

WORCESTER, Mass. — Tom
Brennan would have retired a
happy man regardless. But his
264th victory at Vermont made
his impending departure a whole
lot sweeter.

The wildly popular coach cried
openly Friday night after his
13th-seeded Catamounts earned
their biggest victory in school his-
tory. Germain Mopa Nijila and
T.J. Sorrentine hit consecutive
three-pointers in a 48-second
span of overtime, and Vermont
upset Big East champion Syra-
cuse 60-57 in the first round of
the NCAA tournament.

“When that went in, I thought I
might burst,” Brennan said of Sor-
rentine’s long three from the top
of the key. “I thought you might
find me in pieces around the
arena because there’s no drug,
nothing in the world that is that
feeling. There’s nothing that can
make you feel like that except
competition and going through a
lot with your guys, especially
ones you love.”

SEE VERMONT ON PAGE 31

KRT

Vermont players celebrate after their 60-57 overtime victory over Syracuse in the first round of the NCAA
tournament Friday night in Worcester, Mass. It was Vermont's first victory in the tournament in three tries.

Bucknell beats Kansas
when Simien misses

BY JAIME ARON
The Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY — The
Kansas Jayhawks flirted with
first-round elimination several
times in the last 15 NCAA tourna-
ments, but always avoided it.
They weren't able to Friday night
against a No. 14 seed with zero
NCAA tournament victories in its
110-year history, five scholarship
players and a borrowed band.

That would be the Bucknell
Bison, who beat the third-seeded
Jayhawks 64-63 and shook up the
Syracuse Regional when Chris
McNaughton banked in a hook
shot over Wayne Simien with 10.5
seconds left, and Simien missed
an open 15-foot jumper at the
buzzer.

“Unbelievable,” said guard

Kevin Bettencourt, who led Buck-
nell with 19 points, including five
three-pointers.

As crushing as the loss is for
preseason No. 1 Kansas, it's even
more stunning for the winners.
They've been playing since 1896,
the first season of Division I play,
and were 0-for-2 in the NCAA, los-
ing their previous tries by 22 and
23 points in the late 1980s.

No team from their conference,
the Patriot League, had ever won
an NCAA tournament game in 13

es.

Bucknell (23-9) is the first No.
14 seed to win since Weber State
beat North Carolina in 1999. The
Bison will try doing it again Sun-
day against sixth-seeded Wiscon-
sin (23-8), which beat Northern
Towa 57-52 earlier Friday.

SEE BUCKNELL ON PAGE 31

Bucknell’s Donald Brown cele-
brates the Bison’s 64-63 victory
over Kansas in the first round of
the NCAA tournament in Oklaho-
ma City on Friday. Bucknell be-
came the first Patriot League
team to win in the tournament.

Louisville gets
past tough
La.-Lafayette

Page 30
Duke’s Krzyzewski
ties Dean Smith
with 65th victory
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ime All-Star
Alomar announces

retirement
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Big Mac’s
credibility
taking heating
after testimony
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Atlantic-leading
Celtics get strong
effort from bench

at Houston,
win sixth straight
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